Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



LIST OF BOOKS AND FORMS 

BEQVIBEJ) BT 

[SUPERINTENDENT REGISTRARS 
AND REGISTRARS, 

AND KEPT IN STOCK BY.,^ 

J^Iiaur * ^ms, <^iiUr %mi and d^mnu %urt, 

LONDON, E.G. 



27 
4 



6 



7 
8 
9 



10 
11 
12 
13 
174 

175 

176 

14 



Printed Covers to Registrar-General, demy, 
11 in. X 171. in., for Births, Deaths, or 
Marriages - - - - per quire 
Ditto, ditto, cartridge size, 26 in. x 20 in., for 
Births, Deaths, or Marriages - per quire 
Book for entering Minutes, Registration Office 
Disbursements and Fees, upon an entirely 
new plan, with Exemplification of keeping 

the same 

Registration Fees Book - - - - 
Index Book to Register of Births, with Index 

for 1,300 

without Index, 600 - - - - 
Deaths, with Lidex, 1,800 
without Index, 600 - - - - 
Marriages, with Index, 1,800 - 
without Index, 600 - - - - 
Bills of Costs for entering Quarterly Accounts 
to be transmitted to the Registrar- General, 
5 districts ... - per quire 
,, 12 districts - - - ,, 

Certificate of Births - - - per Book 
Deaths - 
Marriages 

Superintendent Registrar's Certificate of Birth, 

per quire 
Death 
Marriage 
Superintendent Registraij^ 



s, d. 



fy 



>) 



)i 



i» 



yf 



n 



1 


6 


8 


6 


10 





8 





2 


3 


1 


3 


2 


3 


1 


3 


2 


9 


1 


9 


4 





7 





1 


3 


1 


8 


1 


8 


1 


8 




\^ 




h 




15 
16 

17 



18 



19 

20 

21 
22 

24 

205 

28 

29 



30 



81 



Registrar's Quarterly Account - ,, 

Return of Superintendent Registrar of Union 
of Licenses granted during the Q,JiQ.rter, per qr. 
Account of Returns of the number of Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages made to the Regis- 
trar-General for the Quarter - per quire 
Return of District Registrar to Superintendent 
Registrar of number of Births and Deaths 

per quire 

Amount of expenses due to Registrar of 

per quire 
Letters to Registrar- General to accompany 
Returns of Births - - per quire 
Deaths - - - - 
Marriages - - - - 
Marriage — Clergy " Nil " Return 
Marriage — Registrar ** Nil " Return - 
Certificate of Registry of Death, in hook of 100 
Quarterly Account of Payments made by and 
of Sums due to the Superintendent Regis- 
trar for the sub-district of per quire 

Quarterly Account of the number of entries in 
the Registers of Births and Deaths of the 

sub -district of - per quire 

Superintendent Registrar's claim for Fees for 
entries in Certified Copies of Registers 

per quire 



»> 



i> 



i> 



>> 



If 



>> 



S. dm 

2 
2 



2 



2 
2 



1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 



3 
3 
3 
6 
6 
3 



2 



2 



2 



Trice '7s. 6d., Cloth Boards, 440 pp., 

THE MARRIAGE LAWS OF ENGUND. 

A practical Guide to the Legal Requirements connected with the 
Preliminary Formalities, Solemnization, and Registration of the 

Matrimonial Contract. 

WITH AN APPENDIX OF STATTTTES, ETC. 

By JAMES T. HAMMICK, Esq., 

Of Lincoln's Inn, Barrister-at-Law ; Secretary of the Registrar- General's 

Office, Somerset House ; A Commissioner of the 

Census of England, &c. 



SHAW & SONS, Publisliers, Fetter Lane and Crane Court, E.C. 



_0"W •XJ *H1 • 

% 520 




THE ACTS 



BELATnra to 




THE REaiSTRATION 



iJttli^Jj|atli^^Pa# 




AlO) THE 

DUTIES OF EEGISTMTION OFFICERS; 

WITH 



BY 

JAMES T. HAMMICK, Esq., 

Oe Lincoln's Inn, Babbisteb-at-Law, and Sbcbetaby of the 
Rbgisteab Qbnebal's Office, Sombeset House, Atjthob of 
" The Mabbiagb Law of England," &c. 



LONDON : 

SHAW & SONS, FETTER LANE & CRANE COURT, 

1875. 



LOITDOV : SHIW AKD SOVS^ lETTEB LANE. 



The present publication contains the statutes 
which regulate the registering of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages in England and Wales, with a 
selection of enactments imposing yarious duties 
on Registration Officers. Such a work will, it is 
hoped, afford useful assistance to those who desire 
to acquaint themselves with the provisions of the 
law relating to registration, as well as to those 

who are engaged in the administration of the 

* 

system. As the functions and powers of the latter 
are clearly defined in the Acts, it has been deemed 
superfluous to enlarge upon them ; especially as 
the Superintendent Registrars and Registrars are 
famished with the official Regulations of the 
Registrar General, containing full practical in- 
structions for the execution of their duties. 
Under several other Acts— more than twenty in 
number — ^relating to consular marriages abroad, 
certain marriages in India, marriages irregularly 
solemnized in foreign countries or at home and 
subsequently confirmed by statute, the militia, 
the decennial Census, &c., various duties devolve 
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upon the Registrar General and his department ; 
but it is unnecessary to include the statutes 
referred to in the present work. 

The Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874, 
efiPects changes in the administrative arrangements 
connected with this subject of so much importance 
as to justify the prominent position given to that 
statute in the collection. 

In the preparation of the copious Index I have 
to acknowledge the kind assistance of Mr. James 
Lewis, one of the Inspectors of Registration. 

J. T. H. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



The provisions of the law relating to the Begistration 
of Births, Deaths, and Marriages are of so wide and 
general an application, that every family in the country 
may be said to have an interest in the subject. Nearly 
every adult member of the community is liable to be 
placed under the legal obligation of being an informant 
of a birth or death, while a large proportion either have 
been, or may hope to become, parties to the registry 
of a marriage. Accurate records of these important 
events, secured by all reasonable precautions from loss, 
injury, or falsification, and to which access may at all 
times be readily obtained, are of no small moment in 
a country where the right to property largely depends 
upon the relationship which persons bear to each 
other, and where the means of establishing descent 
and relationship are of such importance as to justify 
the observation of a learned judge that <' all the pro- 
perty in this country, or a large part of it, depends 
upon registers." Moreover, these records possess 
other and scarcely less valuable uses. 

The history of the old parochial registers, the ineffi- 
ciency of which led at length to the establishment of 
the system of civil registration, is not without interest. 
In 1588 (80th Henry Vm), Thomas, Lord Cromwell, 
Lord Privy Seal and Vicegerent to the King in eccle- 
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siastical matters, issued an injunction to the clergy 
which is the first known public authority for keeping 
parish registers in England. It enjoined the parson of 
every church to keep a register-book, for the safety of 
which the parish was to provide a coffer with two locks, 
and to write in the book every Sunday, in the presence 
of the churchwardens, every wedding, christening, and 
burial during the week before ; and subjected him for 
neglect to a fine of three shillings and fourpence, to be 
employed on the reparation of the church. In 1547 a 
similar injunction was issued by Edward YI, except 
that the penalty was directed *' to be employed to the 
poor-box ** of the parish. In the reign of Philip and 
Mary, in 1555, it was ordered, at the instance of 
Cardinal Pole, that the bishops in their visitations 
should inquire if the parish priest had a register *' with 
the names of those who were baptized, of the sponsors, 
of the married, and the dead ;*' and in the first year of 
Queen Elizabeth (1559) an injunction was issued 
nearly in the same words as that by Edward YI, only 
that the penalty was to be equally divided between the 
poor-box and the repair of the church. 

Parliament first interfered in the matter in 1562-8, 
when a bill was introduced *'to erect an office of 
registership of all the church books, to be kept in every 
diocese ;'* but through the interposition of the clergy, 
upon whom the task of copying the past registers of 
twenty-four years was to be imposed, the bill did not 
pass. 

In 1590 the Lord Treasurer, Burghley, prepared a 
plan for a general registry. It set forth, amongst 
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other advantages, that it would much profit Her Majesty 
for ascertaining the ages of Her wards ; that it would 
tend to the deciding of many controversies as to half 
or whole blood, and those daily happening by reason 
of the life and death of persons ; and further proposed 
that there should be yearly delivered a summary of 
the registers, whereby it would appear *^ how many 
christenings, weddings, and burials be every year 
within England and Wales, and every county particu- 
larly by itself, and how many men-children and women- 
children." A patent for this was sent from the Lord 
Treasurer to the Archbishop of Canterbury for his 
judgment, but nothing appears to have been settled 
until 1597 (39 Eliz.), when a constitution was made 
by the archbishop, bishops, and clergy of the province 
of Canterbury, and approved by the Queen, declaring 
the exceeding great utility {permagntis usus) of parochial 
registers, enjoining their more careful preservation, and 
directing a copy to be sent yearly to the registrar of 
each diocese, to be received without fee and to be 
faithfully kept. In the first year of James I (1608), 
amongst the canons and constitutions of the Church 
ratified by the King was one (canon 70) enjoining the 
carefol keeping of these records in parchment books, 
and the transmission of attested copies every year, to 
be preserved in the registry of the bishop. 

During the civil commotions in the reign of Charles 
I, parish registers were greatly neglected, but in 1644, 
in the ordinance for establishing the *' Directory of 
Public Worship" it was ordained that a register-book 

of^ vellum should be kept in every parish by the 

a8 
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minister and officers of the chnroh. When the political 
affairs of the conntry became a little more settled, 
nnder the administration of the Protector, the Parlia- 
ment, by an Act passed in 1658, directed registrars to 
be chosen by every parish, to be approved and sworn 
before a justice of the peace, for registering marriages, 
UrthSf and burials. This Act also provided for the 
solemnization of marriage as a civil contract before a 
justice of the peace after three publications in the 
church or chapel, or (if the parties desired it) in the 
market-place on three market-days. The registrar, 
who was to continue in office three years or longer, 
unless removed, was to be paid twelve pence for every 
publication of marriage and certificate thereof ; twelve 
pence for every registry of marriage ; and fourpence 
for every registry of birth or death ; but with respect 
to poor people living upon alms nothing was to be 
taken. It was also provided that all subsisting register- 
books should be delivered up to be kept as records by 
the registrars appointed under that Act. These regu- 
lations continued in force until after the Restoration, 
when they were not confirmed, and the business of 
registration reverted to the clergy of the Established 
Church. 

In the reign of William m. several Acts were passed 
to enforce the registry of births, &c., not purely on 
account of its usefulness, but as a source of revenue. 
By the Act of 6 & 7 Will. 8, c. 6, duties were granted 
upon marriages, births, and burials, as well as upon 
bachelors and widowers ; and the clergy were com- 
pelled, under a penalty of £100, to keep an exact 
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register of all persons married, buried, christened, or 
bom in their respective parishes, to which register the 
collectors of the tax and all persons concerned might 
have free access without fee. It thus imposed on the 
clergyman the onerons duty of acting gratnitously as a 
civil functionary, and collecting information oi all births 
within his parish ; a duty, the difficulty of which was 
increased by the attempts of parents to conceal births 
in order to elude the payment of the tax. To obviate 
this objection an Act was passed in the following year 
(7 & 8 Will. 8, c. 85), which provided that parents 
should, within five days after a birth, give notice 
thereof to the clergyman xmder a penalty of forty 
shillings ; and that the clergyman should, under a like 
penalty, register such birth, for which the parents were 
to pay sixpence. 

In 1751 a bill was introduced into Parliament by 
Mr, Potter (son of Archbishop Potter) for providing a 
general registry of births, deaths, and marriages, and 
for taking a yearly account of the population, and 
number of paupers. This bill passed the House of 
Commons, not without strong opposition, but was 
rejected by the Lords. 

Lord Hardwick's celebrated Act ''for the better 
preventing of clandestine marriages" (26 Geo. 2, c. 88), 
directed the churchwardens of every parish to provide 
books of vellum, or good and durable paper, for the 
regbtry of marriages. By the 28 Geo. 8, c. 67 (1788), 
a stamp duty of threepence was imposed upon every 
registered burial, marriage, birth, or christening; 
and two years afterwards the provisions of that Act 
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were extended to registers kept by Dissenting ministers. 
These measures, which excited mach objection, were 
repealed in 1794. 

The next legislative measure affecting registers was 
the 52 Geo. 8, c. 146, passed in 1812, and commonly 
called " Sir George Bose's Act," by which the parochial 
registers for baptisms and bnrials are at present regu- 
lated. It is entitled '* An Act for the^better regulating 
and preserving parish and other registers of Mrthg^ 
baptisms, marriages, and burials in England," and 
enacts that registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials 
according to the rites of the Established Church shall 
be kept by the officiating minister of every parish and 
chapelry, in books to be provided by the King's 
printer, at the expense of the respective parishes, 
according to the forms contained in schedules annexed 
to that Act. The registers of baptism, marriage, and 
burial were to be kept in separate books, and to be 
signed within seven days after each ceremony had been 
performed. Annual copies were to be made, verified, 
and signed by the officiating minister, attested by the 
churchwardens, and transmitted by them yearly to the 
registrar of the diocese. These annual copies so 
transmitted to the diocesan registrars were to be safely 
deposited, secured from damage or destruction by fire, 
and carefdlly arranged for reference ; and the registrars 
were to cause alphabetical indexes to be made, which 
were to be open for search. Persons making false 
entries or wUfally defacing or destroying register books, 
were to be deemed guilty of felony, and transported for 
fourteen years. It was farther provided (sect. 18) 
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that one-half of the penalties nnder the Act shonld go 
to the informer, and the remainder either to the poor 
of the parish or to such charitable purpose as the 
bishops might direct. 

It is unnecessary to describe more folly the provi- 
sions of this ' well-intentioned but defective piece of 
legislation, upon which the system of parochial regis- 
tration of baptisms and burials at present depends (a). 
Its title includes a register of births, for which no pro- 
vision is made in the Act itself; it imposes on the 
diocesan registrar the labour of receiving, arranging, 
and indexing all the copies of the registers, for which 
no compensation is awarded (b) ; and in the clause for 
appropriating penalties, of which the only one directed 
is transportation, it awards to the informer what he 
would not desire to share, and to the poor or a charity 
what would afford little reason for thankfulness. 

An ecclesiastical record of baptisms kept by the 
parochial clergy of the Established Church necessarily 
excluded all those who from religious motives in their 
parents, or otherwise, were unbaptised, and many 
others who were baptised by Nonconformist ministers ; 
while the registers of burials were also defective by 



{a) The proyisions of this Act so far as they relate to the regis- 
tration of marriages were repealed by 6 & 7 Will. 4, c 86. 

(5) From returns obtained from the diocesan Registrars in 1833, 
as to the execution of this enactment, it appeared that in all the 
dioceses there were large deficiencies and defects in the copies of 
the re^sters. For example, in the diocese of York, " about one- 
third deficient, many not verified, and about one-fourth returned 
because liable to postage or sent as parcels." It is evident that 
the object of the statute in requiring these copies has been almost 
totally defeated. 
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reason of many persons being buried in burial grounds 
belonging to Dissenters, Boman Catholics, and Jews. 
Besides, in many cases, from gross neglect, the entries 
in the parish registers were not made at all : and in 
numerous other cases the entries made were erroneous, 
or failed to establish the identity of the parties. To 
find that a leaf had been cut out, when an important 
register was searched for, was so common an occur- 
rence as to create no surprise. Instead of being kept 
in the parish chest, the books were, and still are, often 
deposited in private houses, liable to accidents and 
losses, and accessible to designing persons for the pur- 
poses of fraud. In short, the proper preservation 
of parish registers had been so generally neglected, 
that, as stated on good authority, there was scarcely a 
parish register in the kingdom which had not some 
deficiency or other (a). 

The inadequacy of this system, even if folly carried 
out, and the insufficient manner in which it was com- 
plied with, called loudly for investigation and remedy ; 
and in March, 1888, a Select Committee of the House 
of Commons was appointed to consider and report on 
the state of parochial registers, and the laws relating 
to them, and on a general system of registration of 
births, deaths, and marriages in England and Wales. 
The committee having collected a body of evidence 
from clergymen and from parish clerks, from members 



(a) Evidence of Sir Thomas Phillips in report of Select 
Committee of House of Commons on Parochial Registration, 
1833. See also Bum's History of Parish Registers, and 
JSncyclopcBdia Sritannica, 8th Ed., Art. Beg^tration of Births, 
&c., by the writer of the present remarks. 
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of the legal profession, from antiquaries, statisticians, 
medical anthorities, and others, presented their report 
recommending that '* a national civil registration of 
births, marriages, and deaths should be established; — 
that snch registration should inclnde all ranks of 
society and religionists of every class ; — that in the 
forms snch improvements shonld he made, as, avoiding 
perplexity and needless mnltiplication of statements, 
might direct inquiries to the parents or last ancestor 
of each person recorded, and assist medical and 
statistical inquirers in useful research ; that a parochial 
arrangement should he continued ; that a duplicate of 
each register should always he made, — ^that such dupli- 
cate should periodically he transmitted to the metro- 
polis, where a general national office should he formed, 
a superintending autiiority should exist, and alpha- 
betical and accurate indexes and abstracts should be 
prepared/' The committee were further of opinion 
that the parochial charges should be defrayed by 
moderate salaries or small fees payable by those who 
could afford to pay them, and out of the rates for 
persons in indigent circumstances. The arrangements 
proposed were not to interfere with any religious 
institutions. The baptismal rite, the marriage cere- 
mony, and the burial service, might fitly be continued 
without the smallest alteration ; and clerg3anen or other 
officiating ministers might continue optional registers 
of aU the sacred services they performed. 

To find a competent machinery which could be put 
in motion to carry these recommendations into execu- 
tion was the great difficulty to be surmounted by the 
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advocates of a new and efficient system of registration. 
In a bill brought in by Lqrd Nngent, the parish clerks 
v^ere made the registrars ; but they were objected to 
as a class of persons who, however respectable in 
their vocation, were as a body incompetent to fill such 
an office. In the next bill, introduced by Mr. W. 
Brougham, in 1884, the collectors of taxes were to be 
the registering officers ; but there were many objec- 
tions to this plan, and it was set aside. At length the 
Act of 4 & 5 Will. 4, c. 76, passed for the amendment 
of the laws relating to the poor, created a set of officers, 
and provided for a division of the country into districts, 
famishing the long sought for means of carrying a new 
and complete system of civil registration into effect. 

Under the administration of Lord Melbourne, in 
1886, a bill was introduced by Lord John Bussell (now 
Earl Bussell), then Secretary of State for the Home 
Department, ** for registering births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in England,'' together with a bill to amend the 
law of marriages. In passing through the House of 
Lords several of the compulsory clauses of the former 
bill were struck out, the result having been to defeat 
the object so much desired, of obtaining a complete 
registration. Both bills became law on 17th August, 
1886. 

The Marriages Act, which was engrafted on the 
Begistration Act, was passed to relieve persons not in 
community with the Established Church from the 
necessity of resorting to churches to have their mar- 
riages solemnized according to the rites and ceremonies 
of the Church of England, the only mode in which 
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marriages conld be lawfully celebrated before the 
passing of the Act. Boman Catholics and Dissenters 
were enabled to have their marriages performed accord- 
ing to their own rites in their own places of worship, 
when registered for the porpose, on condition that a 
registrar of marriages should be present at the cere" 
mony. The Act farther enabled persons who desired 
to dispense with a religious ceremony, or who con- 
sidered the civil form of marriage a fitting addition 
to religious rites (as where the parties professed 
different creeds) to contract matrimony at the District 
Eegister Office before the superintendent registrar and 
a registrar of marriages. Thus relief was afforded to 
the conscientious scruples of Boman Catholics, Non- 
conformists and others, while an advantage was offered 
to the Church of England in being relieved of those 
who had been compelled to resort to her rites for the 
sole purpose of rendering their marriages legal. 

The machinery created by the Begistration Act of 
1886, consists of a General Begister Office in London, 
and a Begistrar General; a superintendent registrar 
and a register office for every district, — the superinten- 
dent registrars' districts being usually conterminous 
with the poor-law unions ; a registrar of births and 
deaths for each of the sub- districts into which the 
superintendent registrars' districts are divided for the 
purposes of the Act ; and registrars of marriages for 
each district — an office frequently, but not necessarily, 
filled by the registrars of births and deaths. As the 
^several duties of these officers are fully indicated by 
the references in the index to the various functions 
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which they have to fulfil, it is unnecessary to 
enumerate them here. The General Register Office 
was established at Somerset House in 1836,' and 
Thomas Henry Lister, Esq., was, by letters patent, 
appointed Registrar General (a). On the death of Mr. 
Lister, in 1843, Major George Graham, the present 
Registrar General, was appointed to that office. 

It was intended that the new system should take 
eflfect from 1st March, 1837, but as the preliminary 
arrangements were not sufficiently advanced, an Act 
was passed suspending its operation until 1st July, 
1837 ; and in the meantime another Act was passed 
(1 Yict. c. 22) to remedy several defects (some 
apparently clerical) and to supply some important 
omissions in the Registration and Marriages Acts of 
1836. 

As the latter Act restricted the marriages of per- 
sons (other than Quakers or Jews) to registered places 
of worship within the districts of their residence, 
great inconvenience was felt in the numerous cases in 
which there was, in such districts, no registered build- 
ing wherein they could be married according to the 
rite or ceremony they desired to adopt; as, for 
instance, when the parties were Roman Catholics, 



(a) The late Mr. Lister, who was distinguished for his literary 
abUity, accomplished with saccess the task of inaugurating the 
system of civil registration ; and' he was fortunate in possessing 
such able assistants as the late Mr. Thomas Mann, who filled the 
appointment of chief clerk until his death in 1863, and Br. W. 
Farr, F.B.S., whose labours in organizing and conducting the 
statistical department of the Central Office have been alike advan- 
tageous to the public and useftd to science. 



INTBODUCnON. ZIX 

and there was no Boman Catholic chapel in the dis- 
trict or districts in which they dwelt. Belief was 
afforded by the 8 & 4 Yict. c. 72, which authorized 
the superintendent registrar to issue his certificate for 
marriage in another district upon a special declaration 
being made when the notice was given. Other provi- 
sions of the Act of 1886, were deemed objectionable 
by the Dissenting bodies and the Boman Catholics, 
more , particularly the requirement that notices of 
marriage should be read before boards of guardians of 
the poor. At length, after this offensive mode of 
publication had been in force nearly twenty years, a 
remedy was provided by the Act of 19 & 20 Vict. 
c. 119 (1856), by which notices of marriage, without 
license, are required to be " suspended " during twenty- 
one days in the District Begister Office, and not read 
before the guardians. By this statute, the length of 
notice for marriage by license is reduced from seven 
days to one clear day after the day on which the notice 
is entered, and facilities are afforded for the marriage of 
parties in their usual places of worship situate out of 
the districts of their residence. 

The Begistration Act of 1886, was in a great degree 
a tentative measure. Under its voluntary provisions, as 
administered by the present Begistrar General, the 
value of the civil registration of births and deaths, 
both to individuals and to the State, became so mani- 
fest, that Parliament, when it extended the system to 
Scotland in 1854, and to Ireland in 1868, rendered it 
a compulsory duty to register births and deaths. In 
England, no obligation being imposed upon any one 
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to give notice of these events to the registrar, many 
births annually escaped registration ; and in the case 
of deaths, no qualified informant was bound to register 
unless requested by the registrar to furnish the 
particulars within eight days after the day of the 
death. The registrar was assumed to be omniscient, 
and having divined that births and deaths had occurred, 
he was to search them out, and register them as best 
he could. In large town sub-districts, the. duty 
imposed upon the registrar '<to inform himself" in 
all cases of the occurrence of births and deaths was 
simply an impossibility. Under the first compulsory 
Vaccination Acts the penalty for neglect of vaccination 
could only be enforced after due notice given to the 
parent on the registry of the child's birth ; yet there 
was no penalty for neglect of registering the birth. 
One Boyal Commission and two Parliamentary 
Committees recommended, in the strongest possible 
language, that the registration in England should be 
made compidaory, as essential for the purposes of 
sanitary administration, vaccination, and the protection 
of infant life, as well as on other grounds of public 
policy. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the 
Select Committee on the Protection of Infant Life, Dr. 
Lyon Playfair, M.P., in 1871, introduced a bill for the 
compulsory registration of births. This was con- 
sidered an insufficient measure of reform by the then 
government, who undertook to legislate on the subject 
in a more comprehensive manner. Accordingly, in 
the session of 1872, a bDl was introduced into the 
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Honse of Lords, and having passed that branch of the 

legislature, it was abandoned in the House of Com- 
mons. A similar fate attended another bill introduced 
in the session of 1878, which also passed the House 
of Lords. Mr. Sclater-Booth, M.P., the President of 
the Local Government Board, brought in a bill con- 
taining nearly similar provisions in the session of 
1874 ; this bill was read a second time after a short 
debate on May 14th, but did not go into committee 
until July 2drd. Having passed through the House of 
Commons after undergoing some alterations, it was 
sent up to the House of Lords in the last week of the 
session, and fjially received the Boyal assent on the 
7th August, 1874. 

The novel provisions of the Births and Deaths 
Registration Act, 1874, are the compulsory clauses, 
which render it obligatory upon parents, relatives, and 
other specified persons to give information to the 
registrar of the particulars as to births and deaths, 
and to sign the register, — the number of qualified 
informants being increased. With regard to births, 
the time during which the registry may be e£Eected 
without expense to the informant, is extended from 
six weeks to three months. But when, from the de- 
fault of the parents and others, a birth has not been 
registered within six weeks, the registrar is authorized 
to issue a formal requisition, calling upon a qualified 
informant to attend at his office or other suitable 
appointed place for the purpose of effecting the regis- 
tration, and the informant is liable to a penalty for 
default. After three months, births must be registered 
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before the superintendent registrar, to whom a fee of 
two shillings and sixpence will be payable, and the 
like fee to the registrar. An extension is made of the 
time for registering births from six to twelve months, 
and even later in special cases with the authority of 
the Registrar General. The Act enables parents and 
others who have removed from the sub-district in 
which a child was bom, to give the required informa- 
tion as to the birth to the registrar of the sub-district 
in which they are residing. Increased facilities are 
also given for entering in the register the child's 
name, when given or altered after the registration 
of birth, either upon a certificate of the baptismal 
name, or a certificate of naming without the rite of 
baptism. 

With regard to deaths, the nearest relatives of the 
deceased, and other persons who are made informants 
under the Act, are required in ordinary cases to effect 
the registration within five days. But any person 
whose duty it is to give information may send to the 
registrar either a written notice of the occurrence of 
the death, accompanied by a medical certificate of the 
cause of death, or a written requisition for the attend- 
ance of the registrar at the house of the informant to 
register the death there, and in either case the regis- 
trar will be enabled to issue a certificate for the funeral, 
and the time for registration will be extended to 
fourteen days. After fourteen days the registrar is 
empowered, in the case of any unregistered death, 
except when a coroner's inquest is held, to send his 
requisition to a qualified informant calling upon him 
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or her to attend at an appointed place to effect the 
registration, and any informant failing so to attend is 
liable to a penalty. Securities are taken that children 
bom alive shall not be buried as still-bom ; and the 
Act provides that when a deceased person has been 
attended by a registered medical practitioner, he shall 
be obliged to give a certificate stating the cause of 
death. 

Under the Registration Act of 1886, no authority 
was given to alter the registrars' sub-districts as 
originally formed by the guardians, whatever changes 
might have taken place in local circumstances. The 
new Act empowers the Begistrar General, with the 
sanction of the Local Government Board, to make 
alterations in the boundaries of registrars' sub-districts, 
to form new ones, or to unite existing sub-districts, as 
may from time to time be deemed expedient. For the 
convenience of those who have to register births and 
deaths, the registrars are required to appoint fixed 
hours for their attendance at home or at their offices, 
and also, if so directed by the Eegistrar General, to 
have stations for registering in parts of their sub- 
districts at a distance from their abodes. As a com- 
pensation for this and other new duties imposed on 
them by the Act, the registrars will receive additional 
remuneration, amounting to about four pounds ten shil- 
lings yearly for each registrar. Further convenience 
will result from the clause under which persons, 
having a birth or death to register, are enabled to give 
notice to the registrar requiring him, on payment of 
a fee of one shilling, to attend at the house of the parties. 
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The Act contains various other nsefal provisions. 
In cases where it is necessary to prove the age of a 
child, for purposes connected with elementary educa- 
tion, a cheap certificate of birth is to be issued by the 
registrar. A long clause, of a somewhat technical 
character, regulates the registration of births and deaths 
which occur at sea. The guardians of unions are to 
provide fire-proof repositories for the safe keeping of 
the register books deposited in the District Register 
Offices. Clerical errors in registers may be corrected 
by a simple process, but the correction of errors of 
fact and substance becomes a more formal proceeding 
than formerly ; while persons, who wilfully make false 
statements to be entered in the registers, or give false 
certificates, or commit other like offences, previously 
punishable only on conviction on indictment, are ren- 
dered liable to penalties on sunmiary conviction or to 
proceedings on indictment. 

Such are some of the provisions of this enactment, 
which comes into operation on the 1st January, 1875, 
and is well calculated to secure important public benefits 
which, in this part of the United Kingdom, have not 
hitherto been enjoyed. 
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87 & 88 VICT. Cap. 88. (a) 

An Act to amend the Law relating to the Registration 
of Births and Deaths in England, and to consolidate 
the Law respecting the Registration of Births and 
Deaths at Sea. 7th Angost, 1874. 

Whebeas it is expedient to amend the Acts relating to 
the registration of births and deaths in England, and 
to consolidate the law respecting the registration of 
births and deaths at sea : 

« Be it enacted by the Queen's most Excellent Mt^esiy, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords 
spiritoal and temporal, and Commons, in this present 
parliament assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, as follows : 

(a) This Act is to be oonstmed as one with so much as is nn- 
repealed of the Acts of 6 & 7 WHl. 4, c. 86 (in this Act referred 
to as the "principal Act")> and the Acts of 1887 and 1858 
amending the samct which see, j^oH ; it may he cited as the 
" Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874 " (sects. 52 and 53). 

B 
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Begistbation of Bibths. 

1. Information concerning hirth to be given to registrar 
within forty -two days."] In the case of every child bom 
alive after the commencement of this Act (a), it shall 
be the duty of the father and mother of the child, and 
in default of the father and mother, of the occupier 
of the house in which to his knowledge the child is 
bom {b)y and of each person present at the birth, and 
of the person having charge of the child, to give to 
the registrar, within forty-two days next after such 
birth, information of the particulars required to be 
registered concerning such birth, and in the presence 
of the registrar to sign the register (c). 

2. Bequisition by registrar of information concerning 
hirth from qualified informant after forty-two days.'l 
Where a birth has, from the default of the parents or 
other persons required to give information concerning 
it, not been duly registered, the registrar may, at any 
time after the end of forty-two days from such birth» 
by notice in writing, require any of the persons re- 
quired by this Act to give information concerning such 



(<?) 
W 



i) Ist January, 1875. 
As to the meaning of "occapier/' which indndes the chief 
resident officer of a public institution, and of "house,'' oeo 
sect. 48. 

(c) The parents of the child are liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing forty shillings on failure to give information concerning the 
birth to the registrar within forty-two days; the secondaiy in- 
formants who are required to give the information in defaut of 
the fiEither and mother are, however, not liable to this penalty, 
but in common with the parents are liable to a penalty, not 
exceeding forty shillings, for refunng to answer the questions of 
the registrar (sect. 89). In the case of an illegitimate child the 
father as such is not requiied to give information of the birth, 
(sect, ly 
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Urih to attend personally at the registrar's office, or 
at any other place appointed by the registrar within 
his snb-district, within such time (not less than seven 
days after the receipt of snch notice, and not more 
than three months from the date of the birth) as may 
be specified in snch notice, and to give information, to 
the best of snch person's knowledge and belief, of the 
particulars required to be registered concerning snch 
birth, and to sign the register in the presence of the 
registrar ; and it shall be the duty of such person, 
unless the birth is registered before the expiration of 
the time specified in such requisition, to comply with 
such requisition (d). 

8. Information respecting finding new-horn child to 
he given to registrar. 1 In case any living new-bom 
child is fotmd exposed, it shall be the duty of any 
person finding such child, and of any person in whose 
charge such child may be placed, to give, to the best 
of his knowledge and belief, to the registrar, within 
seven days after the finding of such child, such infor- 
mation of the particulars required to be registered 
concerning the birth of such child as the informant 
possesses, and in the presence of the registrar to sign 
the register. 

4. IhUy of registrar to ascertain and register hirth 
gratis,'] It shall be the duty of the registrar to inform 
himself carefully of every birth which happens within 
his sub-district {e), and upon receiving personally from 



(d) Persons Ruling to comply with any requisition of the 
registrar made in pnrsoance of this Act are liable to a penalty, 
not exceeding forty shillings, nnder sect. 39. 

(e) This duty of making himself acquainted with the births 
wMch happen within his sab-district is imposed on the registrar, 

b2 
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the informaiit at any time within three months from 
the date of the birth of any child or the finding of 
any living new-bom child information of the parr 
ticnlars required to be registered concerning the birth 
of such child, forthwith in the prescribed form and 
manner to register the birth and the said partienlars (a) 
(if not previously registered), without fee or rewiurd 
from the informant, except that if, in pursuance of a 
written requisition, he registers the same at the 
residence of the person making such requisition or 
at the house in which the birth took place, he shal^ 
unless the birth took place in a public institution, be 
entitled to the appointed fee (6). 

5. Registry after expiration of three months from 
birth.] After the expiration of three months next after 
the birth of any child, a registrar shall not register such 
birth, except as in this section provided ; that is to 
say, in case the birth of any child has not been 
registered in accordance with the Births and Deaths 
Begistration Acts, 1886 to 1874, the registrar may, 
after three and not later than twelve months next after 



who must take the neoessary steps for enfoidng the proTisioiui 
of the Act* by sending a written requisition to the persons 
required to give informatioil, or other proceeding. He is not to 
neglect inquiry in the expectation that these persons will in all 
cases Yolnntarily come to him. 

(a) As to the form of registering births, and the particulars 
to be registered, see 6 & 7 WilL 4^ c. 86, sched. A., and the 
"examples" in appendix, post. 

(h) The appointed fee is one shilling, to be paid by the in- 
formant (see 2nd sched.). The chief rendent officer of a public 
institution is under the same obligation as other informants to 
attend personally at the registrar's office to give the information, 
unless the regustrar is required by a written requisition to attend 
at the institution for the purpose of registering the Inrth. For 
so attending the registrar is not entitled to a fee under this 
sectaoQ. As to meaning of public institution, see sect. 48. 
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ihe birih, by notice in writing, require any of the 
persons required by this Act to give information con* 
eeming the birth to attend personally at the district 
register office, within snch time (not less than seven 
days after the receipt of the notice, and not more than 
twelve months after the date of the birth) as may be 
specified in the notice, and make before the superin- 
tendent registrar a solemn declaration, according to 
the best of the declarant's knowledge and belief, of 
the particulars required to be registered concerning 
the birth, and sign the register in the presence of the 
registrar and superintendent registrar ; and upon any 
of the said persons attending before a registrar and 
superintendent registrar, whether in pursuance of a 
requisition or not, and making such a declaration as 
aforesaid, and giving information concerning the birth, 
the registrar shall then and there, in the presence of 
such superintendent registrar, register the birth accord- 
ing to the information of the declarant, and the superin- 
tendent registrar before whom the declaration is made 
shall, as well as the registrar and declarant, sign the 
entry of the birth (c). ' 

After the expiration of twelve months next after the 
birth of any child, that birth shall not be registered 
except with the written authority of the Registrar 
(General for registering the same, and except in accord- 
ance with the prescribed rules, and the fact of such 

(o) The declaration is required by .the Begisiarar General's 
regulations to be made in writing, forms for the pnrpose being 
fimiished to the registrar. Without the signatore o£ the superin- 
tendent registrar the entiy is not evidence (sect. 38). On thus 
registering a birth when the child is more than tluree and less 
than twelve months old, the registrar (unless the delay is occa- 
noned by his de&ult) will be entitled to a fee of two shillings 
and mzpence, to be paid by the declarant, and the superintendent 
zegiitrar to a like fee (2nd sched.). 
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I^athority having been given shall be entered in the 
register (a). 

Every person who registers or causes to be registered 
the birth of any child in contravention of this section 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

6. Begistry of birth out qf the sub-district in eajse of 
removal,'] Any person required by this Act to give 
information concerning a birth, who removes before 
such birth is registered out of the sub-district in which 
such birth has taken place, may^ within three months 
after such birth, give the information by making and 
signing in the presence of the registrar of the sub- 
district in which he resides a declaration in writing of 
the particulars required to be registered concerning 
such birth; and such registrar on payment of the 
appointed fee {b) shall receive and attest the dedara- 
tipn and send the same^^ to the registrar of the sub- 
district in which the birth took place ; and the last^ 
mentioned registrar shall, in the prescribed mannerj^ 
enter the birth in the register ; and the entry so made 
shall be deemed, for the purposes of the Births and 
Deaths Eegistration Acts, 1886 to 1874, to have been 
signed by the person who signed the declaration. 

(a) The mles prescribed with respecfc to the registnr of births 
after twelve months from the date thereof, require m addition 
to the written authority of the Begistrar (Jenend (to be ex-> 
pressed in the entry), uie same formalities with respect to a 
declaration before the superintendent registrar, as in die case of 
births registered after three months; and the registrar for 
every snch entry (unless the delay is occasioned by his de&ult) 
will be entitled to a fee of five shillings, and the superintendent 
registrar to a like fee, to be paid by the informant or declarant 
(2nd Bched.). As to when such entries are not evidence^ see 
sect. 88. 

(5) The appointed fee is two shillings to the registrar attest- 
ing and transmitting the declaration, to be paid by the Inform- 
ant (2nd sched.) 
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A person making a declaration in pnrsnanee of ihiB 
section in the case of any birth shall be deemed ta 
have complied with the provisions of this Act as to 
giving information concerning that birth, and with any 
requisition of the registrar made nnder this Act within 
the said three months to attend and give information 
cbnceming that birth. 

. ?• Saving for father of iUegitivnate chUd,] In the 
case of an illegitimate child no person shall, as father 
of such child, be required to give information nnder 
this Act concerning the birth of such child, and the 
registrar shall not enter in the register the name of 
any person as &ther of such child, nnless at the joint 
reqaest of the mother and of the person acknowledging 

himself to be the father of snch child, and snch person 
shall in snch case sign the register^ together with the 
mother (c)« 

8. Begistration of name of child or of aUeration of 
name,] When the birth of any child has been regis- 
tered and the name (i) if any, by which it was regis- 
tered is altered, or if it was registered without a name» 
when a name is given to it, the parent or guardian of 
such child, or other person procuring suc];i name to be 



(c) Previooaly to this new proyiBioi], the mother eoold caiue- 
the name of any person to be entered as the pntatlye &ther of. 
the child without his knowledge or consent. 

(d) By "name" in this section is meant the pre-name (com- 
mcmly called the Christian name) of the child. This section 
enables persons who do not recognise in&nt baptism to have the 
pie-name of the child inserted in the register, within twelre 
months after registration of the Inrth, npon a certificate of naming, 
foae which no provisiaii was made by the Act aE1886» Forms of 
certificates of baptism or naming, in confbrmity with the first 
schedule to this Act, are furnished to the r^fistrars, from whom 
they may be obtained when required* 
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altered or given, may, 'wiihin twelve months next after 
the registration of the birth, deliver to the registrar or 
snperintendent registrar snch certifieaie as hereinafter 
mentioned, and the registrar or superintendent regis- 
trar, upon the receipt of that certificate, and on 
payment of the appointed fee (a), shall, -without any 
erasure of the original entry, foriiiwith enter into the 
register book the name mentioned in the certificate as 
having been given to the child, and having stated iq^n 
the certificate the fact of snch entry having been 
made, shall forthwith send the certificate to the Regis- 
trar General, together with a certified copy of the entzy 
of the birth with the name so added. 

The certificate shall be in the form ^ven in the first 
schedule to this Act, or as near thereto as circumstances 
admit, and shall be signed by the minister or person 
who performed the rite of baptism upon which the 
name was given or altered, or, if the child is not bap- 
tized, shall be signed by the fiither, mother, or guardian 
of the child, or other person procuring the name of the 
child to be given or altered. 

Every minister or person who performs the rite of 
baptism shall deliver the certificate required by this 
section on demand, on payment of a fee not exceeding 
one shilling. 

The provisions of this section shall apply with the 
prescribed modifications in the case of birttis at sea, of 
which a return is sent to the Registrar General of 
Births and Deaths in England. 



(a) The fee for entering the iMiptismal or other name of the 
child npon certificate nnd^ this section is one shilling, to he paid 
to the snperintendent registrar or registrar h j the person pro- 
cnring the name to he entered (2nd sdied.). 
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• « 

Begistr^tion of Deaths. 

9. Registry of death and cause of death.] The death 
of every person dying in England after the commence- 
ment of this Act, and the cause of snch death, shall 
be registered by the registrar in the manner directed 
by the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1886 to 
1874. 

10. Information concerning death where deceased dies 

in a hotise,'] When a person dies in a house (6) after 

the eonmiencement of this Act, it shall be the duty of 

the nearest relatives of the deceased present at the 

death, or in attendance during the last illness of the 

deceased, and in default of such relatives, of every 

other relative of the deceased dwelling or being in 

the same sub-district as the deceased, and in default 

of such relatives, of each person present at the death, 

and of the occupier of the house b{) in which, to 

his knowlege, the death took place, and in default of 
the person hereinbefore in this section mentioned, of 

each inmate of such house, and of the person causing 

the body of the deceased person to be buried, to give, 

to the best of his knowledge and belief, to the registrar, 

within the five days next following the day of such 

death, information of the particulars required to be 

registered concerning snch death, and in the presence 

of the registrar to sign the register (c). 



(b) The term " hoiue " inclades a prison^ workhouse, hospital, 
huutic asylum, or other prescribed public or charitable institu- 
tion ; and the term *' occupier " includes the chief resident officer 
of every "public institution'' within the meaning of the Act 
{see sect. 48). 

(o) It will be observed that the persons required to give inf or- 
mation of deaths in ordinary cases are of two classes : (1.) The 

b8 
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11. Information concerning death where deceased dies 
not in a house,] Where a person dies in a place wliich 
is not a house, or a dead hody is fonnd elsewhere than 
in a house, it shall be the duty of every relative of such 
deceased person having knowledge of any of the par- 
ticnlars required to be registered concerning the death, 
and in defaidt of snch relative of every person present 
at the death, and of any person finding, and of any 
person taking charge of the body, and of the person 
causing the body to be buried, to give to the registrar 
within the five days next after the death or the finding, 
such information of the particulars required to be 
registered concerning the death as the informant pos- 
sesses, and in the presence of the registrar to sign the 
register (a). 

12. Notice preliminary to information.'] If a person 
required to give information concerning any death 
Bends to the registrar a written notice of the occur- 
rence of the death, accompanied by such medical 
certificate of the cause of the death as is required by 
this Act to be delivered to a registrar, the information 
of the particulars required by the Births and Deaths 
Begistration Acts, 1886 to 1874, to be registered con- 



nearest relatiyes of the deceased present at the death, or m atten- 
dance during the last illness ; and (2.) the relatiyes living in the 
same sub-district, and the other peraona ahoye specified, upon 
whom the duty of giving information is imposed in de&nlt of the 
primary informants. The term " relatiye " indndes a relative by 
marriage (sect. 48). A penalty not exceeding fori^ shillings may 
be incnrred by the first class of. informants on fiulore to give to 
the registrar mformation of the death within five days, extended 
to fourteen days when due notice of the death is sent to him in 
conformity with the terms of sect. 12. 

{a) In practice, deaths of this class will nsnally be subject of 
coroners' inquests, as it will be the duty of the registrar in su<^ 
cases to make the facts known to the coroner or the police before 
registering. 



B7 d 88 Tiet. e. 68. 11 

eendi^ the death need not be given within the said 
five days, but shall, notwithstanding snch notice, be 
given within fourteen days next after the day of the 
death by the person giving such notice, or some othev 
person required by this Act to give the information. 

18. Bequidtumhj^regisirarofinf(n7naU(mco^ 
death from quaUfied informant. 1 Where any death has^ 
£rom the default of the persons required to give infor- 
mation concerning it, not been registered, the re^trar 
may, at any time after the expiration of fourteen days 
and within twelve months from the day of snch death 
or from the finding of the dead body elsewhere than in 
a honse, by notice in writing, require any person 
required by this Act to give information concaning 
such death to attend personally at the registrar's office,- 
or at any other place appointed by the registrar within 
his sub-district, within such time (not less than seven 
days after the receipt of the notice, nor more than 
twelve months after the death or finding of the dead 
body) as may be specified in the notice, and to give the 
said information to the best of the informant's know« 
ledge and belief, and to sign the register in the presence 
of tibe registrar ; and it shall be the duty of such person, 
unless the death is registered before the expiration of 
the time specified in the requisition, to comply with 
the requisition (6). 

14. Dttty of registrar to register death gratis.'\ It 
shall be the duty of the registrar to inform himself care- 
folly of every death which happens within his sub-distriot, 
and upon receiving personally from the informant 

(5) Persons fiuling to comply [with the registrar's requisitioii 
ma^ under this section are liahle to a penalty not exceeding forty 
shilUngs (see sect. 89). 
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at any time within twelve months after the date of 
any death, or of the finding of any dead body, infor- 
mation of the particnlars required to be registered 
concerning the death from any person required by this 
Act to give the same, forthwith in the prescribed form 
and manner to register the death and the said particn- 
lars (if not previonsly registered), without fee or reward 
from the informant, except that if, in pursuance of a 
written requisition, he registers the same at the resi- 
dence of the person making snch requisition, or at the 
house where the deceased died, he shall, unless the 
death took place in a public institution, be entitled to 
the appointed fee (a). 

15. Death not to he registered after twelve months.'] 
After the expiration of twelve months next after any 
death, or after the finding of any dead body elsewhere 
than in a house, that death shall not be registered, 
except with the written authoriiy of the Begistrar 
General for registering the same, and except in accord- 
ance with the prescribed rules, and the fact of such 
authoriiy having been given shall be entered in the 
register (b). 

Every person who registers or causes to be registered 
any death in contravention of this section shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds. 

(a^ The appointed fee, to be paid by the infonnant, is one 
shilling. The registrar is not entitled to receive this fee when 
he registers at a *' public institation/' By this term is nnder- 
stood a prison, lock-up^ workhonse* Innatic asylum, hospital, or 
any public or charitable institution which, by an order of the 
B^g^trar (General, is to be deemed a public institution within 
the meaning of this Act (sect. 48). 

(b) The prescribed rules for the reg i stry of deaths after the 
eiq^ration of twelve mcmths from their occurrence require, in 
addition to the written authority of tiie Begistrar Qeneral (to be 
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16. Furmahmg of informatium by eoronerJ] Where 
an inquest is held on any dead body the jnry shall 
inquire of fhe particniars required to be registered 
concerning the death, and the coroner shall send to 
the registrar, within five days after the finding of the 
jnry is given, a certificate nnder his hand, giving in- 
formation concerning the death and specifying the 
finding of the jnry with respect to the said particulars, 
and to the cause of death, and specifying the time and 
place at which the inquest was held (c), and the 
registrar shall in the prescribed form and manner 
enter the death and particulars. If the death has 
been previously registered the said particulars shall be 
entered in the prescribed manner without any altera- 
tion of the original entry. 

Where an inquest is held on any dead body no 
person shall, with respect to such dead body or death, 
be liable to attend upon a requisition of a registrar, 
or be subject to any penalty for failing to give in- 
formation in pursuance of any other provision of this 
Act. 



«zprefl8ed in the entry) the same formalitiee as to a dedaration 
made in the presence of the superintendent registrar, &c., as are 
Tendered necessary by section 5 with respect to registry of 
hirthB ; and the re^strar for every such enby (nnless the delay 
is occasioned by Ms default), will be entitled to a fee of five 
shillings, and the superintendent registrar to the lil:e fee of five 
shillings, to be paid by the informant or declarant. (2nd Sched.) 
As to when such entries are not evidence, see section 38. 

(c) Forms of this certificate of the finding of the jury are 
fnnushed to coroners by the Registrar GenenJ. 
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BUBIALS. 

17. Coroner^s order and registrar's certificate for 
Imrial.l A coroner, Upon holding an inquest upon 
any body, may, if they thinks fit, by order under his 
hand authorize the body to be buried before registry 
of the death, and shall give such order to the relative 
of the deceased or other person who causes the body 
to be buried, or to the undertaker or other person 
having charge of the funeral ; and, except upon hold- 
ing an inquest, no order, warrant, or other document 
for the burial of any body shall be given by the 
coroner. 

The registrar, upon registering any death or upon 
receiving a written requisition to attend at a house to 
register a death (a) or upon receiving such written 
notice of the occurrence of a death, accompanied by a 
medical certificate as is before provided by this Act, 
shall forthwith, or as soon after as he is required, give, 
without fee or reward, either to the person giving in- 
formation concerning the death or sending the requisi- 
tion or notice, or to the undertaker or other person 
having tsharge of the fdneral of the deceased, a certifi- 
cate under his hand that he has registered or received 
notice of the death, as the case may be. 

Every such order of the coroner and certificate of 
the registrar shall be delivered to the person who 
buries or performs any fdneral or religious service for 
the burial of the body of the deceased ; and any person 

(a) See section 14 as to the written reqaisition, which imposes 
on the registrar the duty of registering at the house of the per- 
son making it, or at the honse where the deceased died, xecdving 
a fee of one shillings except at public institntions. 
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to whom Bnoh order or eeriifioate was j^ven by the 
coroner or registrar who fails so to deliver or oanse to 
be delivered the same shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding forty shillings. 

The person who buries or performs any ftmeral or 
jeligions service for the burial of any dead body, as to 
which no order or certificate under this section is 
delivered to him, shall, within seven days after the 
burial, give notice thereof in writing to the registrar, 
and if he fail so to do shall be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding ten pounds (&). 

18. Burial of deceased children as stiUrbom.} A per- 
son shall not wilfully bury or procure to be buried 
the body of any deceased child as if it were still- 
bom. 

A person who has control over or ordinarily buries 
bodies in any burial ground shall not permit to be 
buried in such burial ground the body of any deceased 
child as if it were still-bom, and shall not permit to be 
buried or bury in such burial ground any stiUl-bom child 
before there is delivered to him either, — 

(a) A written certificate that such child was not 

bom alive, signed by a registered medical 
practitioner who was in attendance at the 
birth or has examined the body of such child ; 
or 

(b) A declaration signed by some person who 



{h) The registrar of the sub-district in which the death took 
"jfiioe is here referred to. In order to ayoid the trooble of giving 
notice to the registrar, the anthorities of oemeteries and other 
persons having the control of hurial grounds will doubtless estab- 
lish rules requiring undertakers and others having charge of 
funerals to see that the registrar's certificate is piocoxedt when- 
ever practicable, before the ftmeraL 
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would, if the cbild had been bom alive, 
have been required by this Act to give 
information concerning the birth, to the 
effect that no registered medical practitioner 
was present at the birth or that his certificate 
cannot be obtained, and that the child was 
not bom alive ; or 
(c) If there has been an inquest, an order of the 
coroner. 

Any person who acts in contravention of this sec- 
tion shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten 
pounds (a). 

19. Notice where coffin contains more than one body,"] 
Where there is in the coffin io which any deceased 
person is brought for burial the body of any other 
deceased person, or the body of any still-bom child, 
the undertaker or oth^r person who has charge of the 
funeral shall deliver to the person who buries or per- 
forms any fdneral or religious service for the burial of 
such body or bodies notice in writmg signed by such 



(a) The proviBions of this section are intended to check a 
practice wUch has prevailed in some localities, namely, the 
hnrying of in&nts which have lived only a few hours, days, or 
weeks after their hirth as sHll-hom, chiefly for the purpose of 
saving interment fees and other expenses. In 1865 the sexton 
of Bromley, Middlesex, having huried as still-hom several chil- 
dren bom alive, was convicted and fined for neglecting to give to 
the registrar notice of the burial of a dead body without the pro- 
duction of a certificate of registry. The present Act renders 
the burial of deceased cMdren as if they were still-bom a spedfic 
offence. With respect to the requirements of the section as to 
the burial of childran really still-bom, a question may arise as to 
the meaning of the term "still-bom child;" but so far as per- 
sons having the control of burial grounds are concerned, there 
vrill be no practical difficulty where a compliance with this sec- 
tion is insisted upon whenever application is made for the burial 
<tf title body of an alleged still-bom child. 



87 d 88 Vict. e. 88. 17 

nndertaker or other person, and stating to the best of 
his knowledge and belief with respect to each such 
body the following particulars : 

(a) If the body is the body of a deceased person, 

the name, sex, and place of abode of the said 
deceased person; 

(b) If the body has been found exposed, and the 

name and place of abode are unknown, the 
fact of the body having been so found 
and of the said particulars being unknown ; 
and 

(c) If the body is that of a deceased child with- 

out a name, or a still-bom child, the 
name and place of abode of the father, or, 
if it is illegitimate, of the mother of such 
child.' 
Every person who fails to comply with this sec- 
tion shall be liable to a penally not exceeding ten 
pounds (&)• 

Gebtifioates of Cause of Death. 

20. Begulations as to certificates of cause of death."] 
With respect to certificates of the cause of death, the 
following provisions shall have effect : 

(1.) The Begistrar General shall from time to time 
furnish to every registrar printed forms of 
certificates of cause of death by registered 
medical practitioners, and every registrar shall 
furnish such forms gratis to any registered 



(5) The effect of tliu section is to give a legal sanction under 
pr^cribed rules to what has been done snireptitionsly by nn- 
scrapuloas undertakers in a few known instances. The detection 
of a OQntravention of this section will be a difficult matter. 
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medical practitioner residing or practising in 
such registrar's snb-district (a) : 
(2.) In case of the death of any person who has been 
attended during his last illness by a registered 
medical practitioner, that practitioner shall 
sign and give to some person required by this 
Act to give information concerning the death 
a certificate stating to the best of his know- 
ledge and belief the cause of death, and such 
person shall, upon giving information con- 
cerning the death, or giving notice of the 
death, deliver that certificate to the registrar, 
and the cause of death as stated in that 
certificate shall be entered in the register, 
together with the name of the certifying 
medical practitioner (5) : 
(8.) Where an inquest is held on the. body of any 
deceased person a medical certificate of the 
cause of death need not be given to the 
registrar, but the certificate of the finding of 
the jury furnished by the coroner shall be 
sufficient. 
If any person to whom a medical certificate is given 
by a registered medical practitioner in pursuance of 
this section fails to deliver that certificate to the regis- 
trar, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty 
shillings (c). 



(a) Por the form of medical certificate of cause of death, see 
Appendix, ^0^,^ 

(h) Any medical practitioner refasing or fiuling without rea- 
sonable excuse to give this certificate will be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding forfy shillings under section 39 of this Act. 

(e) The medical certificate given for the purposes of this Act 
must therefore not be used to support a claim on any fnendly 
society or "dub." 
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SUPEBINTENDEMT BeGIBTRABS AHD BBaiSTBASS* 

21. Alteration of registrars* districts,] The BegiB* 
trar General, with the sanction of the Local Govam- 
ment Board, may from time to time, if it seem to 
them fit, alter the districts of registrars by the altera- 
tion of the boundaries of districts, by the formation of 
new districts, or by the nnion of districts, and may 
take or cause to be taken all measures which seem to 
them to be necessary for carrying such alteration into 
effect, and such alteration sh^ be made and measures 
taken accordingly ((2). 

Where any superintendent registrar or registrar is 
deprived of his office or part of his emolument by 
such alteration, formation, or union, or by the opera- 
tion of any Act now in force, compensation may be 
awarded to him by the like authorities and in the like 
manner as compensation may be awarded under the 
Acts relating to the relief of the poor to any officer of 
a union who is deprived of his office by reason of a 
union being dissolved or altered, and the persons by 
whom and funds from which such compensation is to 
be paid shall be determined in like manner (e). 

(<Q Under preirioiis Acts no anthority wm given to alter the 
boundaries of registrar's snb-districts as or^^ally determined 
by the hoards of guardians pnrsnant to the B^stration of 
^rths and Deaths Act» 1836; it is presumed that the new 
powers conferred by the present Act to alter these snb-districts 
will be exercised only where there is a paramonnt necessity for a 
change in consequence of altered local oiTOumstanoes, such as 
any remarkable increase of population rendering tiie existing 
arrangements unsuitable. 

(e) 3ee so & 31 Vict. c. 106, fk 20, and 88 ^ 84 Ticb. c. 2, 
8. 9. As to the superannuation of ^r^gfiiytratioii officer who 
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Every change in the district of a registrar shall be 
published by advertisement or otherwise as the Local 
Government Board direct, as being in their opinion 
best calculated for giving information to all persons in 
the district. 

Every district of a registrar, whether formed before 
or after the commencement of this Act, shall be termed 
a sub-district. 

22. Extension of 7 WiU. 4, and 1 Vict. c. 22, 
ss, 10 and 11 to aU unions.] Sections ten and eleven 
of " The Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1887," 
which relate to nniting any two or more nnions, 
parishes, or places, or any two or more superintendent 
registrars' districts into one superintendent registrar's 
district, and to dividing a union, parish, or place, or a 
superintendent registrar's district into two or more 
superintendent registrars' districts, shall apply to a 
union with guardians acting under a local Act, and to 
a temporary superintendent registrar's district in like 
manner as it applies to a union with guardians acting 
under '' The Poor Law Amendment Act, 1884," and 
to a superintendent registrar's district which is not 
temporary. 

28. Prosecution by superintendent registrar,] It 
shall be lawful for any superintendent registrar, sub- 
ject to the prescribed rules, to prosecute any person 
guilty of any offence under " The Births and Deaths 
Begistration Acts, 1886 to 1874, committed within the 

become incapable of discharging their dnties by reason of per- 
manent inability of mind or body or of old age, see statates 
27 & 28 Tict, c. 4Q,poH; 29& 80 Vict, c 118; 80 Vict c 106; 
and 81 & 82 Vict, c 122. 
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district of such superintendent registrar (a) ; and the 
costs incnrred by the superintendent registrar in snch 
prosecution, which are not otherwise by law provided 
for, shall be defrayed ont of moneys to be provided by 
parliament. 

24. Appointment of deputy by superintendent registrar 
and registrar,'] Every superintendent registrar shall 
from time to time, by writiog under his hand, appoint, 
with the approval of the Begistrar General, a fit 
person to act as his deputy in case of his illness or 
unavoidable absence or in any prescribed case; and 
every such deputy while so actiog shall have all the 
powers and falfil all the duties and be subject to all 
the obligations by the Births and Deaths Begistration 
Acts, 1886 to 1874, or any of them, given to or 
imposed on the superintendent registrar whose deputy 
he is. 

Such deputy shall hold his office during the pleasure 
of the superintendent registrar by whom he is ap- 
pointed, but shall be removable from his office by the 
Begistrar General. 

Every superintendent registrar shall be civilly 
responsible for the acts or omissions of his deputy. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to regis- 
trars in like manner as if it were enacted with the 
word registrar substituted for superintendent regis- 
trar (6). 

(a) By the prescribed roles all the drcmnstances connected 
with the case are to be reported to the Begistrar General, whose 
aathority for the prosecution will be necessary before the pro- 
ceedings are commenced. 

(b) As the Act makes no provision for the payment of tbe- 
depnties of superintendent registrars and registrars, the persons 
so acting must arrange as to their remuneration with the 
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25, Interim registrars,"] If any snperintendent 
registrar dies, resigns, or otherwise ceases to hold his 
office, his deputy shall be interim superintendent 
registrar. 

Every interim superintendent registrar shall act as 
superintendent registrar and have all the powers and 
perform all the duties and be subject to all the obliga- 
tions of a superintendent registrar until another is 
duly appointed. 

The provisions of this section shall apply to a regis- 
trar in like manner as if it were enacted with the 
substitution of the word registrar for superintendent 
registrar. 

If a registrar for any sub-district dies, resigns, or 
otherwise ceases to hold his office, and there is no 
interim registrar, then the superintendent registrar 
shall, when so required by the Begistrar General, 
shall appoint an interim registrar for such sub-district. 

26. Besidence, office, and station of registrar and 
deputy registrar in syh-district,"] "EYery registrar and 
deputy registrar shall either dwell in or have a known 
office within the sub-district of which he is registrar or 
deputy registrar. 

Every registrar shall, if so directed by the Begistrar 
General, appoint within or contiguous to his sub-dis- 
trict a station or stations as may be directed by the 
Begistrar General. Every such ettation shall, for 
the purposes of the provisions of this Act with 
respect to the attendance of persons and registration 



officers for whom they respectively act. The deputies must be 
of Aill age, and possess generally the same qualifications as their 
principal. See Appen£z l^o. 2, post. 
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of births and deaths at the office of the registrar, be 
deemed to be his office. 

Every registrar and depnty registrar shall attend at 
his dwelling-house or office and at each such station, on 
the days and at the hours approved by the Begistrar 
General, for the purpose of registering births and 
deaths (a). 

Every registrar shall cause to be placed in some 
conspicuous place on or near the outer door of the 
dwelling-house or office which he has within his sub- 
district, his name, with the addition of registrar for 
the sub-district for which he is registrar, and the 
hours of his attendance as approved by the Begistrar 
Oeneral ; and a list of such registrars in any union, 
with their residences, shall be kept at the workhouse of 
such union, and at each police station within such union. 

27. Fees of superintendent registrars and registrars."] 
Every superintendent registrar and registrar respec- 
tively shall be entitled to the fees specified in the 
second schedule to this Act, and every such fee shall 
be paid to him by the persons and on the occasions 
pointed out in such schedule, and may be recovered as 
a debt due to him and subject to the prescribed rules 
he may refuse to comply with any application volun- 
tarily made to him until the fee is paid (6). 

(a) In puTsnanceof this section the Registrar General requires 
the reg^trar to make a proposal as to stated hours of attend- 
ance at his dwelling-house or office, and also as to stations, having 
regard to local drcnmstances in each case. The opinion of the 
superintendent registrar is then taken as to the sufficiency of the 
proposed arrangements before the approval of the Begistrar 
General is ^ven. The Act ma.kes no provision as to payment for 
the offices or stations of registrars, 

(b) By virtue of the prescribed rules, the superintendent 
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28. Bstums of registrars to sanitary authorities,'] 
Every registrar, when and as required by a sanitary 
authority, as defined by the Public Health Act, 1872, 
shall transmit by post or otherwise a return, certified 
under the hand of such registrar to be a true return, 
of such of the particulars registered by him concerning 
any death as may be specified in the requisition of the 
sanitary authoriiy (a). 

The sanitary authority may supply a form of the 
prescribed character, for the purpose of the return, 
and in that case the return shall be made in the form 
so supplied (6). 

The registrar making such return shall be entitled 
to a fee of twopence, and to a further fee of twopence 
for every death entered in such return, which fee 
shall be paid by the authority requiring the return. 

29. Certificates of birth for purposes of school boards 
and of puhUc elementary schools.] Where the age of 
any child is required to be ascertained or proved for 
any purpose connected with the elementary education 
or employment in labour of such child, any school 
board or any managers appointed by a school board, 
or any persons managing a public elementary school, 

reg^rar and registrar may refuse compliance with volnntary 
applications whenever they have reason to believe that their fees 
Tdll not be paid. 

(a) The vestries and district boards under the Metropolis 
Local Management Act, 1855, are not sanitary authorities as 
defined by the Public Health Act, 1872; the metropolitan 
registrars are therefore not affected by this section. 

(b) The returns referred to in this section relate to deaths 
only : for every death entered in the return the registrar will 
be entitled to twopence, and to a further sum df twopence 
for maldng out and sending each return, but if the prescribed 
form requires the number of births to be stated, he will, no 
doubt, be exp^;ted to furnish the information without extra 
charge. 
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or any of Her Mi^esty's inspectors of schools, may 
issue a written requisition in the prescribed form, and 
stating the prescribed particulars as to the child. 

The person to whom such requisition is given shaU, 
on delivery thereof and payment of a fee of one 
shilling, be entitled to obtain a certified copy under 
the hand of the registrar or superintendent registrar of 
the entry in the register of the birth of the child 
named in the requisition (c). 

30. Certificate of birth having been registered,'] A 
registrar shall, upon demand made at the time of 
registering any birth by the person giving the informa- 
tion concerning the birth, and upon payment of a fee 
not exceeding threepence, give to such person a 
certificate under his hand, in the prescribed form, 
of having registered that birth {d), 

81. Eemuneration of registrars.'] The payment to 
the registrar under section twenty-nine of the principal 
Act of two shillings and sixpence for each of the first 
twenty entries of births and deaths in every year 
which he has registered shall be paid to him for each 
of the first twenty entries of births and deaths in each 
quarterly account made out and verified in manner 
directed by that Act {e). 



(c) By a similar provision in the Factory Act, 1844, registra- 
tion officers are bound to fornish certified copies of birth entries, 
upon requisition, for a fee of one shilling, for the purposes of 
the Factory Acts. 

(d) For form of certificate of registry of birth, see Appendix, 

. . (^ By this section an addition will be made to the fees of the 
registrar to the extent of four- pounds ten shillings annually, 
proirided he makes not less than twenty entries in each quarter. 
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82. Supply of forms and making of indexes.^ The 
Registrar General shall supply to every snperintendent 
registrar suitable forms wherein to make indexes of 
ihe register books in his office, and snch super- 
intendent registrar shall cause such indexes to be 
made and to be kept with the other records of hid 
office. 

All such indexes, whether made before or after the 
commencement of this Act, shall be kept by the super- 
intendent registrar with the records of his office, and 
shall be delivered with the same to his successor in 
office, as directed by the principal Act. 

Every person shall be entitled at all reasonable 
hours to search the said indexes, and to have a 

* 

certified copy of any entry or entries in the said 
register books under the hand of the superintendent 
registrar on payment in each case of the appointed 
fee (a). 

88. Providing of register offices and fireproof reposi^ 
tories 4^5 Will, 4, c, 76.] The guardians of any 
union acting under a local Act shall be subject to the 
same obligation of providing and upholding register 
offices as guardians of a union acting under the Poor 



(a) The fee for a generpl search (during any namber of 
successive hours not exceeding six) is five shiUings; for a 
particular search for a given entry (over the indexes of any 
period not exceeding five years) one shilling; for a certified 
copy of any entry two shillings and sixpence, to be paid by the 
applicant. (See sect. 42 and 2nd schedule.) A cert^ied copy or 
extract of any register of hirths, deaths, marriages,. baptisms^ or 
burials, purporting to he signed and certified as a true copy by 
the person or officer having legal custody of the original r^^ster 
book is admissihle in evidence. See 14 & 15 Yict. c. 92, s. 14^ 
and in re Forter^s l^u^, 2 Jur. (k. s.) 849, 
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Law Amendment Act, 1834, are snbject to nndar 
section nine of the principal Act (5), 

Every register office of a district formed before or 
after the commencement of this Act shall be provided 
by the guardians, at the expense of their common 
.fond, with a snitable fireproof repository or iron boxes 
for the safe custody of the registers, made according 
to the plan and placed in the office approved by the 
Begistrar General. 

Until a register office, as approved by the Registrar 
General, is provided by the guardians in any super- 
intendent registrar's district, the superintendent 
registrar shaU appropriate some fit room, to be 
approved by the Registrar General, as a temporary 
register office. Such guardians shall pay a reasonable 
rent for the said room out of their common fund to the 
^perintendent registrar. 

84. Each of united unions to contribute to expense of 
registration offtceJ] Where any union, parish, or place 
is tmited to any other union, parish, or place under 
section ten of the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 
1887, as amended by this Act, the guardians acting 
for each union, parish, or place so united as aforesaid 
shall contribute to the expense of providing and 
upholding a register office in proportion to the popula« 
tion of each such union, parish, or place, as ascertained 
by the last published census for the time being. 

35. Penalty for omission to register or loss of 
registers,} Every registrar who refuses, or without 

(h) See 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86, s. 9, post, Aa to the meaning of 
the terms " guardians " and " onion," see sect. 48 of this Act. 

c 2 
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reasonable canse omits, to register any birth or death 
or partienlars concerning which information has been 
tendered to him by an informant, and which he onght 
to register, and every person having the custody of any 
register book of births and deaths who carelessly loses 
or injures or allows the ii^jory of the same, shall be 
liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty ponnds (a). 

Correction of Errors. 

86. Correction of errors in registers.] With regard 
to the correction of errors in registers of births and 
deaths, it shall be enacted as follows : — 

(1.) No alteration in any snch register shall be made 
except as authorized by this Act: 

(2.) Any clerical error which may from time to 
time be discovered in any such register may 
be corrected by any person authorized in 
that behalf by the Begistrar General, subject 
to the prescribed rules (b) : 

(8«) An error of fact or substance in any such 
register may be corrected by entry in the 
margin (without any alteration of the 
original entry) by ike officer having the 
custody of the register, upon payment of the 
appointed fee and upon production to him by 
the person requiring such error to be cor- 
rected of a statutory declaration setting forth 
the nature of the error and the true facts of 



(a) The same penalty attaches for omisaion to register 
marriages, and for loss or injury of marriage register books. See 
6 & 7 Will. 4s c. 86, s. 42. 

(d) Under the prescribed mles clerical errors maybe corrected 
by* the registrar in conformity with theregnlations for his duties, 
after reference to the informant where necessary. 
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the case, and made by two persons required 
by this Act to give information concerning 
the birth or death with reference to which 
the error has been made, or in default of 
such persons then by two credible persons- 
having knowledge of the truth of the 
case (c) : 
(4.) Where an error of fact or substance (other than 
an error relating to the cause of death) 
occurs in the information given by a 
coroner's certificate concerning a dead body 
' upon which he has held an inquest, the 
coroner, if satisfied by evidence on oath or 
statutory declaration that such error exists, 
may certify under his hand to the officer 
having the custody of the register in which 
such information is entered the nature of the 
error and the true facts of the case as 
ascertained by him on such evidence, and 
the error may thereupon be corrected by 
such officer in the register by entering in the 
margm (without toy alteration of the original 
entry) the facts as so certified by the coroner. 



(e) In the case of an error of &ct or substance, the statatory 
declaration setting forth the nature of the error and the tme 
facts of the case, must be made in conformity with sect. 18 of 
6 & 6 Will. 4, c. 62, which gives authority to a justice of the 
peace, notary public, or other officer authorized to administer 
oaths, to take the declaration of any person voluntarily making 
the same before him, in the form in the schedule to that Act 
annexed ; and any person wilfully making a false declaration is 
to be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor. No provision is here 
taade for the erasure of fraudulent entries, which it is pre- 
sumed must remain, subject to any entry in the margin' which 
|:he registrar, und^ the regulations for his duties, may be 
jnstnu^ed to make. 
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BEaiSTBATION OF BiBTHS AND DEATHS AT SeA. (a) 

87. BegUtration of births and deaths at sea^ The 
proyisions of this Act, save as is herein expressly pro* 
vided, shall not apply to the registration of births and 
deaths on board a vessel at sea, with respect to which 
the following provisions shall have effect : — 

(1.) The captain or master of or other person hav- 
ing the command or charge of a British ship 
N shall, as soon as may be after the occurrence 
of the birth of a child or death of a person 
on board such ship, record in his log book or 
otherwise the fact of snch birth or death, 
and the particulars required by the fourth 
schedule to this Act to be registered con- 
cerning such birth or death, or such of them 
as may be known to him, and shall (unless 
the ship is one of Her Majesty's ships), upon 
the arrival of such ship at any port of the 
United Kingdom, or at such oth^ time or 
place as the Board of Trade may from time 
to time with respect to any ship or class of 
ships direct, deliver or send, in such form 
and manner as the Board of Trade may from 
time to time direct, a return of the facts so 
recorded to the Begistrar General of shipping 
and seamen. 
(2.) Where a ship which is not a British ship carries 
passengers to or from any port of the United 



(a) The previous enactments with respect to the registration 
of births and deaths at sea, in the Merdiant Shipping Act, 185^ 
the Passengers' Act, 1855, and the Registration of Births, kc^ 
Acts for England, Scotland, and Ireland, are repealed (see 6th 
schednle). 
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Kingdom as the port of destination or the 
port of departure of such ship, the provisions 
of this section shall apply to the captain or 
master of or other person having the com- 
mand or charge of snch ship, in like manner 
as if it were a British ship. 

(8.) Where the said return is directed by the Board 
of Trade (whether the ship is British or 
foreign) to be delivered upon the arrival of 
{he ship, or the discharge of the crew, or 
otherwise, at any port or place out of the 
United Kingdom, the Board of Trade may, 
if they think fit, direct that the return instead 
of being delivered to the Registrar General of 
shipping and seamen shall be delivered, and 
the same shall accordingly be delivered, if 
snch port or place is witiiin Her Majesty's 
dominions, to the shipping master or col- 
lector of customs at such port or place, and 
if it is a foreign port or place, to the prin- 
cipal British consular officer at the said 
foreign port or place, and such shipping 
master, collector, or officer shall send the 
same, as soon as may be, by post or other- 
wise, to the Begistrar General of shipping and 
seamen. 

(4.) Where it appears from any such return that 
the father of any child so bom, or if the 
child is a bastard the mother of such child, 
was a Scotch or Irish subject of Her Majesty, 
or that any person whose death is mentioned 
in such return was a Scotch or Irish subject 
of Her Mtgesty, the Begistrar General of 
shipping and seamen shall from time to 
time send a certified copy of so much of 
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the retnm as relates to snch birth or death 
to the Registrar General of births and deaths 
in Scotluid or Ireland, as the case may 
require. 

(5.) The Registrar General of shi{»ping and seamen 
shall from time to time send to the Registrar 
General of births and deaths in England a 
certified copy of every other such retom, or 
of that part of every sach return which is not 
80 sent to the Registrar General of births and 
deaths in Scotland or Ireland. 

(6.) A captain of or other person having charge of 
one of Her M^esty's ships shall, upon the 
arrival of any snch ship in any port of the 
United Kingdom, or at snch other time as the 
commissioners of the admiralty may from 
time to time direct, deliver or send, in snch 
manner and form as the said commissioners 
may from time to time direct, a retom of the 
facts recoMed in pursuance of this section 
to that Registrar General of births and deaths 
to whom a copy of sucli retnm would, if the 
ship were a merchant ship, be sent under the 
provisions of this section by the Registrar 
General of shipping and seamen. 

(7). Every Registrar General of births and deaths to 
whom a copy of any retnm or a return is 
sent in pursuance of this section shall cause 
the same to be filed and preserved in or 
copied in a book to be kept by him for the 
purpose, and to be called a marine register 
book, and such book shall be deemed to be 
a certified copy of a register book within the 
meaning of the Acts relating to the registra- 
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tion of birihfl and deaths in England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland respectively. 

(8.) Every captain or master of or other person 
having charge of a ship who fails to comply 
with this section shall be liable to a penaJty 
not exceeding five pounds for each offence ; 
and snch penalty may be recovered in the 
same courts and places and in the like 
manner, and when recovered shall be applied 
in like manner, as a penalty under the 
Merchant Shipping Act, 1854. 

(9.) This section shall extend to all places and 
persons within British jurisdiction. 

(10.) Terms in this section shall have the same 
meaning as in the Merchant Shipping Act, 
1854. 

Miscellaneous. 

88. Recfister when not evidence.] An entry or cer- 
tified copy of an entry of a birth or death in a register 
under the Births and Deaths Begistration Acts, 1836 
to 1874, or in a certified copy of such a register, shall 
not be evidence of such birth or death, unless such 
entry either purports to be signed by some person pro- 
fessing to be the informant and to be such a person as 
is required by law at the date of such entry to give to 
the registrar information concerning such birth or 
death, or purports to be made upon a certificate from a 
coroner, or in pursuance of the provisions of this Act 
with respect to the registration of births and deaths 
at sea. 

When more than three months have intervened 
between the day of the birth and the day of the regis- 

o3 
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tration of fhe Lirlh of any child, the entry or certified 

copy of the entry made after the commencement of 

this Act of the birth of sneh child in a register under 

the Births and Deaths Begistration Acts, 1836 to 1874, 

or in a certified copy of snch a register, shall not be 

evidence of such birth unless snch entry purports — 

(a.) if it appear that not more than twelve months 

have so intervened, to be signed by the 

superintendent registrar as well as by the 

registrar; or, 

(b.) if more than twelve months have so intervened, 

to have been made with the authority of the 

Registrar General, and in accordance with 

the prescribed rules (a). 

Where more than twelve months have intervened 

between the day of a death or the finding of a dead 

body and the day of the registration of the death or 

the finding of such body, the entry or certified copy of 

the entry made after the commencement of this Act of 

the death in a register under the Births and Deaths 

Begistration Acts, 1836 to 1874, or in a certified copy 

of such register,' shall not be evidence of such death, 

unless such entry purports to have been made with the 

authority of the Begistrar General, and in accordance 

with the prescribed rules (a). 

89. Penalty for not giving ir^ormationf complying 
with requisition, dc] Every person required by the 
Births and Deaths Begistration Acts, 1836 to 1874, to 
give information concerning any birth or death, or any 
living new-bom child, or any dead body, who wilfully 



(a) The formalities here referred to are required to be observed 
hf sect. 6 (as to births) and sect. 15 (oei to deaths), undor a penalty 
for contravention of the Act. 
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relrisea to answer any question put to him by the 
registrar relating to the particulars required to be 
registered concerning such birth or death, or fails to 
comply with any requisition of the registrar made in 
pursuance of those Acts, and every person who refuses 
or falls without reasonable excuse to give or send any 
certificate in accordance with the provisions of the said 
Acts, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding forty 
shillings for each offence ; and the parent of any child 
who fjEuls to give information concerning the birth of 
such child, as required by the said Acts, shall be liable 
to a like penalty ; and a person required by the said 
Acts to give information concerning a death in the first 
instance, and not merely in default of some other 
person, shall, if such information as is required by the 
said Acta is not duly given, be liable to the same 
penalty (6). 

(5) It will be observed that the penalties under this section 

tefer to different classes of persons and to several distinct 

offences; namely, — 

(1.) Applicable to every person required to g^ve information as 

to any birth or death, foundling, or dead body : 

Offences: (a) Wilfully refusing to answer any question 

put by the registrar relating to the 
particulars to be registered. 
(b) Failing to comply with any requisition- of 
the registrar. 
(2.) Applicable to persons who are required to give or send 
certificates: 

Bousing, or fiiiling, without reasonable 

excuse, to give or send any such certi- 

ficate. 

(3.) Applicable to primary informants, viz., the parents in the 

case of a birth, and the nearest relatives at or in attend« 

anoe in the case of a death : 

Failing to give information concerning the 

birth or death, as required by the Births 

and Deaths Begistration Acts, 18d6 to 

1874. 

Inf onnsnts of the last class will be liable to an additional penalty 

tog any contravention specified under No. 1. 



86 Births and DeatJis Begistration Act^ 1874. 

40. Penalty forfalse statements fde.] Any parson who 
commits any of the following offences ; that is to say, — 
(1.) Wilfully makes any false answer to any qnesticm 
put to him by a registrar relating to the 
particulars required to be registered con- 
cerning any birth or death, or wilfully gives 
to a registrar any false information con- 
cerning any birth or death, or the cause of 
any death ; or, 
(2.) Wilfully makes any false certificate or declara- 
tion under or for the purposes of this Act, or 
forges or falsifies any such certificate or 
declaration, or any order under this Act, or, 
knowing any such certificate, declaration, or 
order to be false or forged, uses the same as 
true, or gives or sends the same as true to 
any person ; or, 
(8.) Wilfully makes, gives, or uses any false state- 
ment or representation as to a child bom 
alive having been still-bom, or as to the body 
of a deceased person or a still-bom child in 
any coffin, or falsely pretends that any child 
bom alive was still-bom ; or, 
(4.) Makes any false statement with intent to have 
the same entered in any register of births or 
deaths ; 
shall for each offence be liable on summary conviction 
to a penalty not exceeding ten pounds, and on con- 
viction on indictment to fine or to imprisonment, with 
or without hard labour, for a term not exceeding two 
years, or to penal servitude for a term not exceeding 
peven years (a). 

(a) As to forging or fraudulently altering registers of birtbfl^ 
deaths, and xnarriages, see Forgery Act, 24 & 25 "^ct. c. 98, 
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41. Sending certificates ^ Sc.^ by post.] All notices, 
infonnatioiis, declarations, certificates, requisitions, 
Tetnms, and other docnments required or authorized 
by this Act to be delivered, sent, or given to the 
Eegistrar General, a superintendent registrar, or a 
registrar, or by a registrar to a person who is required 
to give information concerning any birth or death, or 
who gives notice of any death, may be sent by post in 
a pre-paid letter, and the date at which they would be 
delivered to the person to whom they are sent in the 
ordinary course of post shall be deemed to be the date 
at which they are received ; and in proving such send- 
ing, it shall be sufficient to prove that the letter was 
pre-paid, properly addressed, and put into the post. 

42. Explanation of6d7 WiU. 4, c. 86, «?. 86, 87.] 
In the principal Act and this Act, — 

The term ''general search" shall mean a search 
during any number of successive hours not 
exceeding six, without stating the object of the 
search; and 

The term '' particular search " shall mean a search 
over any period not exceeding five years for any 
given entry. 

48. Use of forms,] The forms in the first schedule 
to this Act, or forms as nearly resembling the same 
as circumstances admit, shall be used in all cases in 
which they are applicable, and when so used shall b6 
valid in law. 

m 

44. Power of Local Oovemment Board and Registrar 
General to alter forms in schedules under 6 rf 7 WUl. 4^, 
€. 86, and make reguloMons.] It shall be lawful for the 
Local Qovemment Board or iiie Begistrar General, 
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with the consent of the Local Govermnent Board, by 
order to alter from tune to time all or any of the forms 
contained in the Bchedoles to the principal Act and thiff 
Act, or in any order nnder this section, in snch manner 
as may appear to them best for carrying into effect the 
Births and Deaths Begistration Acts, 1836 to 1874, or 
to prescribe new forms for that purpose, and from time 
to time to make regulations for prescribing any matters 
authorized by this Act to be prescribed, and to revoke 
and alter such regulations. 

Any order mi^de in pursuance of this section shall 
be published in the London Gazette, and shall be laid 
before both Houses of Parliament, if parliament is 
sitting, within fourteen days after the issue of the 
same, or if parliament is not then sittmg, within 
fourteen days after the commencement of the then 
next session. 

Every form when altered in pursuance of this section 
shall have the same effect as if it had been contained 
in a schedule to the principal Act or this Act, as the 
case may be, and every regulation made in pursuance 
of this section shall, while in force, have the same effect 
as if it were enacted in this Act. 

45, Becovery of penaUies,} All fines and forfeitures 
imposed by the principal Act and ail penalties imposed 
by this Act may, xmless otherwise directed, be recovered 
on summary conviction before two justices in manner 
directed by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts (a), and 
when so recovered shall be paid into the receipt of Her 
Migesty's exchequer in such manner as the treasury 
may from time to time direct, and be carried to the 
consolidated fond. 

(a) See 11 & 12 Vict c 48, and Acts amending the same. 
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Where the court of soiamary jnrisdielaon (6) before 
whom a person is charged smumarily with an offence 
under this Act, which is also punishable on indictment, 
think that proceedings onght to be taken against such 
person by indictment, they may adjourn the case to 
enable such proceedings to be taken. 

46. Time for prosecution of offence^ A prosecution 
on indictment for an offence under this Act shall be 
commenced within three years after the commission of 
such offence. 

47. Particulars required to he registered concerning 
b»rth or death.] The particulars required to be regis- 
tered concerning a birth or death shall be the particulars 
specified in the forms in schedules A. and B. respec- 
tively to the principal Act, as amended by the Births 
and Deaths Registration Act, 1887, and by this Act, or 
as altered in pursuance of this Act. 

48. Interpretation.} In this Act, if not inconsistent 
with the context, — 

The term " public institution " means a prison, 
lock-up, workhouse, lunatic asylum, hospital, and 
any prescribed public or charitable mstitution : 

The term '< house " includes a public institution as 
above defined : 

The term '< occupier " includes the governor, keeper^ 
master, matron, superintendent, or other chief 
resident officer of every public institution, and 
where a house is let in separate apartments or 
lodgings includes any person residing in such house 

(5) As totbenneaxiiogofthistenn, ieeMct.48» 
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who is the person under whom snch lodgings or 
separate apartments are immediately held, or his 

agent: 

The term ''relative** includes a relative hy mar- 
riage: 

The term " prescribed " means prescribed by regnla- 
tions made &om time to time in pnrsnance of 
section five of the principal Act or of this Act : 

The term '' appointed fee *' means the fee specified 
in the second schedule to this Act : 

The term '' guardians " includes any body of persons 
performing the functions of guardians within the 
meaning of the Acts relating to the relief of the 
poor : 

The term " union " means any union or incorporation 
of parishes under any general or local Act, and 
includes any single parish having guardians under 
any such Act : 

The term '' common fund** means, in the case of a 
single parish, the fund out of which the expenses 
of the guardians of such parish are paid : 

The term '' Summary Jurisdiction Acts** means the 
Act of the session of the eleventh and twelfth years 
of the reign of Her present Mcgesty, chapter forty- 
three, intituled An Act to facilitate the performance 
of the duties of justices of the peace out of sessions 
toithin England and Wales with respect to summary 
convictions and orders, and any Acts p^mending the 
same : 

The term " cdurt of summary jurisdiction '* means 
any justice or justices of the peace, metropolitan 
police magistrate, stipendiary or other magistrate, 
or officer, by whatever- name called, to whom 

jurisdiction is given by the Summary Jurisdiction 

Acts,- or any Acts therein referred to. . 
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49. Definition of regUXrar and superintendent regis- 
trar, 1 Where reference is made in this Act to a regis- 
trar or superintendent registrar in connexion with any 
birth or death or other event, or any register, snch 
reference shall (unless the contrary he expressed) he 
deemed to he made to the registrar who is the registrar 
for the suh-district in which such hirth or death or other 
event took place, or who keeps the register in which 
the hirth or death or other event is or is required to he 
registered, or who keeps the register referred to, and 
to the superintendent-registrar who superintends such 
registrar as aforesaid. 

50. Commencement,'] This Act shall not come into 
operation until the first day of January one thousand 
eight hundred and seventy-five, which day is referred 
to in this Act as the commencement of this Act. 

61. Extent of Act,"] This Act, save as is herein other- 
wise expressly provided, shall extend only to England 
and Wsdes. 

52. Construction of Act with 6 dl Will. 4, c. 86, 
and 7 WiU. 4, and 1 Vict. c. 22, and 21 S 22 Vict. c. 25, 
and short title.] This Act shall, so far as is consistent 
with the tenor thereof, he construed as one with so 
much as is unrepealed of the Acts mentioned in the 
third schedule to this Act, and the first of those Acts 
is in this Act referred to as the principal Act, and each 
of those Acts may he cited as the Births and Deaths 
Begistration Act of the year in which it was passed, 
and those Acts, together with this Act, may he cited 
as the Births and Deaths Begistration Acts, 1836 to 1874. 



«i 



58. Short title.] This Act may he cited as the 
Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874." 
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Bepeal. 

54. Bepeal of Acts in schedule,'] The Acis spedfied 
in the fifth schedule to this Act are hereby repealed, 
from and after the commencement of this Act, to the 
extent specified in the third column of that schedule* 

Provided that this repeal shall not affect — 

(a) Anything duly done or suffered under any en-^ 

actment hereby repealed, or the proof of any 
past act or thing ; 

(b) Any right, privilege, obligation, or liability ac- 

qTured, accrued, or incnrred under any enact- 
ment hereby repealed (a) ; or 

(c) Any penalty, forfeiture, or punishment incurred 

in respect of any offence committed against 
any enactment hereby repealed ; or 

(d) Any investigation, legal proceedings, or remedy 

in respect of any such right, privilege, 
obligation, liability, penalty, forfeiture, or 
punishment as aforesaid; pud any such 
investigation, legal proceeding, and remedy 
may be carried on as if this Act had not 
passed. 

(a) By yirtae of this proYuo, births and deaths which oocorred 
1)efore the commenoement of the Act may he registered on and 
after the 1st January, 1875, in conformity with the sections of 
6 & 7 Will. 4 c. 86, which are rep^ed by this Act ; and the 
obligation so to register such births and deaths will remain. 
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SCHEDULES. 



FIRST SCHEDULE. 



FORMS. 



Fosic CERTTFYisa Nahe aiYSK nr Bjlptisic 

I of iQ the county of do herebj 

certify, that on the 18 I baptized by the name 

of a male child prodnced tome by as the 

oC , and dedared by the flaid to have 

been bom at in the county of on the 

18 « 'Witness my hand, this 18 • 



FoBX CEBTnnoNa Nahb aivEzr kot isr Baptibh. 

I do hereby certify that the male child bom on 

the , at in the oonnty of » to 

and bis wife, and registered in the sab-district of 

on the 18 , has (without being baptized) received the 

name of • Witness my hand, this 18 • 
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SECOND SCHEDULE. 



Feei to Registrars and Su^perifdendent Seffistrars. 

« 

For registering a birth or death when required to do so at 
residence of person signing reqmsition,>or at honse where child 
bom or person died (not being a public institution), to reg^trar 
one shilling, to be paid by the informant. 

Upon the re^tnition of a birth when the child is more than 
three months old, if it is not more than twelve months old, to 
superintendent registrar two shillings and sixpence, and to the 
registrar (unless the delay is occasioned by his failure to issue a 
requisition, or otherwise by his default) two shillings and six- 
pence, and if it is more than twelve months old, and is reg^tered 
with the authority of the Be^strar General^ to superintendent 
registrar five shillings, and to registrar (unless the 4elay 
is occasioned by his failure to issue a requisition or otherwise 
by his default) five shillings, to be paid by the informant ,or 
declarant. 

Upon the registration of a death with the authority of the 
Begistrar (General after the expiration of twelve months, to the 
superintendent Tegistrar five shillings, and to the reg^rar 
(unless the delay is occasioned by his fidlure to issue a requisition 
or otherwise by his default) five shillings, to be paid by the in- 
formant or dedaraut. 

For taking, attesting, and transmitting a declaration made by 
an informant respecting a birth in another sub-district, to the 
registrar attesting the declaration two shillings^ to be paid by 
the informant. 

For entering the baptismal or other name of child upon certifi- 
cate produced after r^^ry of birth, to superintendent registrar, 
or registrar one shilling, to be paid by the person procuring the 
name t6 be entered. 

Correction of error of fact in registrar, to superintendent 
registrar or registrar two shillings and sixpence, to be paid by 
the person requiring the error to be corrected. 

For every search, to the superintendent registrar, to be paid by 
the applicant for the search, if it is a general search, five shillings, 
if it is a particular search, one shilling. 

For a certified copy of any entry g^ven by the superintendent 
registrar, two shillings and sixpence to the superintendent regis- 
tru*, to be paid by the applicant. 



87 d 88 VicU c. 08. 



45 



THIRD SCHEDULE. 

Sirfhs and Deaths Seffistration AeU. 



Session and Chapter. 



6&7^in. 4,0.86. 



7 ^lU. 4, and 1 Vict. 
c. 22. 



21 & 22 Vict. c. 36. 



Title. 



An Act for registering births, deaths, 
and marriages in England. 

An Act to explain and amend the 
Acts passed in the last sesdon of 
parliament for marriage, and for 
registering births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in England. 

An Act to amend the Act concerning 
non-parochial registers, and the 
Acts for marriages, and for register- 
ing births^ deaths, and marriages, 
in England, and concerning vaccina- 
tion. 



FOURTH SCHEDULE. 

Particulars to be registered hy Captain of a Ship 
concemithg a Birth at Sea. 

Date of birth. 

Name (if any) and sex of the child. 

Name and surname, and rank, profession, or occupation of the 

father. 
Name and surname, and maiden surname of mother. 
Nationality and last place of abode of the father and mother. 

Particulars to he registered hy Captain of a Ship 
concerning a Death at Sea, 
Date of death. 
Name and surname. 
Sex. 
Age. 

Rank, profession, or occupation. 
Nationality and last place of abode. 
Cause of death. 
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FIFTH SCHEDULE. 

A description or citation of a portion of an Act is inclusive of 
the words, section, or other part first or last mentioned, or other- 
wise referred to as forming the beginning or as forming the end 
of the portion comprised in the description or citation. 

Portions of Acts which have abeadj been specifically repealed 
are in some instances indnded in the repeal in this schedule, in 
order to preclude henceforth the necessity of looking back to 
previous Acts. 



Session and 
Chapter. 



6 & 7 wm. 4 

c86. 



7WiU.4&lVict 
c.22. 



Title or Abbreviated 
Title. 



An Act for register- 
ing births, deaths, 
and marriages in 
England. 



An Act to explain 
and amend two 
Acts passed in the 
last session of par- 
liament, for mar- 
riagesy and for 
registering births, 
deaths, and mar- 
riages in England. 



Extent of Eepeal. 



Sections one, four, twelve 
and sixteen, section 
eighteen from " as here- 
"inafter provided at a 
"reasonable price** to 
the end of the section^ 
sectionft nineteen to 
twenty - eight, section 
thiiiy-six,section thirty- 
nine from "according 
" to the provisions of ** 
to the end of the sec- 
tion, so much of sections 
forty - one, forty - two, 
forty-four as relates to 
registrars orregistersof 
birihs and deaths, sec- 
tions forty - five and 
fifty, and schedules (E)» 
(F), and (G). 

Sections two, four, six^ 
thirteen,Edxteen,twenty- 
one, twenty -five^ and 
tlurty-one. 
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Session and 
Chapter. 



17 & 18 rict. 
c. 80. 



17 & 18 Vict. 
0.104. 



18 & 19 Vict. 
c. 119. 



21 & 22 Vict. 
c25. 



26 & 27 Vict, 
ell. 



Title or Abbreyiated 
Title. 



An Act to provide 
for the better re- 
gistration ofbirths, 
deaths, and mar- 
riages in Scotland. 

The Merchant Ship- 
ping Act, 1854. 



Passengers Act,1855 



An Act to amend 
the Act concerning 
non-parochial re- 
gisters, and the 
Acts for marriages, 
and for reg^tering 
births, deaths, and 
marriages in Eng- 
land, and concern- 
ing vaccination. 

An Act for the regis- 
tration of births 
and deaths in Ire- 
land. 



Extent of Bepeal. 



Sections thirty and forty- 
three. 



Sections two hundred and 
seventy-three and two 
hundred and eighty •> 
two, so far as they relate 
to the entry of any 
birth or death. 

Section sixteen from "and 
" the said master shall 
" note in writing" down 
to ''An Act for regis- 
"tering births, deaths, 
" and marriages in Eng- 
"land," and section one 
hnndred from ** such 
'' emigration or castoms 
"officer" to the end of 
the section. 

The whole Act, except 
sections one to four. 



Sections thirty-nine and 
forty. 



THE BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES 
REGISTRATION ACT, 1836. 



6 & 7 WILL. 4, Cap. 86 (a). . 

An Act for registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in 
England. 17th August, 1886. 



52 Geo. 8, c. 146. — 4 Geo. 4, c. 76. — So much of 
the recited Act as relates to registration of marriages 
repealed. [Whereas it is expedient to provide the means 
for a complete register of the births, deaths, and ma.r* 
riages of His Majesty's subjects in England; and 
whereas an Act passed in the fifty-second year of the 
reign of His late Majesty King George the Third, " An 
Act for the better regulating parish and other registers of 
births, baptisms, marria^ges, and burials in England;" 
and also an Act passed in the fourth year of the reign 
qf His late Majesty King George the Fourth, intituled^ 
" An Act for amending the laws respecting the solemni- 



KoTB. — In this and tho followmg statutes such parts as are 
printed in italics within brackets have been repealed. 

(a) This Act and the amending Acts of 7 IfVill. 4 and 1 Vict, 
c. 22, 21 & 22 Vict. c. 25 (which see past), and 87 & 38 Vict, 
c. 88, are to be construed as one Act, and each Act may be cited 
as the Births and Deaths Registration Act of the year in which 
it was passed. See 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88 (hereinafter cited as th& 
Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874), b. 52, ante. 
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zation of marriages in England" are insufficient for 
the purpose aforesaid; he it therefore enacted by the 
King's most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice 
and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present parliament assembled, and by 
the authority of the sam£, that after the first day of 
March, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
thirty-seven, so much of the said Acts as relates to the 
registration of marriages shall be repealed (6).] 

NOTB. — ^The portions of this and following statutes prmted 
in italics within brackets have been repealed. 

2. General registry office to he provided in London or 
Westminster.'] And be it enacted, that it shall be 
lawfdl for His Majesty to provide a proper office in 
London or Westminster, to be called '* The General 
Register Office," for keeping a register of all births, 
deaths, and marriages of His Majesty's subjects in 
England (c*), and to appoint for the said office under 
the Qreat Seal of the United Kingdom a Begistrar 
General of births, deaths, and marriages in England, 
and from time to time at pleasure, to remove the said 
Begistrar General, and appoint some other person in 
his room. 



SS) Bepealed by Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874» 
by Statute Law Berision Act, 1874. By the repeal of so 
much of 52 Geo. 3, c. 146 (Parish Registers Act) as relates to 
the registration of marriages, the clergy of the Established 
Church are relieved of the duty of sending annually to the 
diocesan registrars certified copies of marriage registers. It 
may here be remarked that when a repealing clause is itself 
repealed, as in this instance, the previous state of the law is not 
revived. 

(c) The records kept at the General Register Office include the 
births, deaths and marriages of Her Mijest/s subjects and all 
ethers registered in England since 1st July, 1837* As to the 
situation of the office, see 15 & 16 Vict, c 25. 
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8. Lord treasurer or lords commissioners of His 
Majesty^s treasury to appoint officers and fix salary,"] 
And be it enacted, that the lord treasurer or lords 
commissioners of His Majesty's treasury, or any three 
of them, or the Registrar General, subject to the 
approval of the said lords commissioners, shall appoint 
from time to time such officers, clerks, and servants as 
they shall deem necessary to carry on the business of 
the general registry office, and at pleasure remove 
them or any of them ; and the said lord treasurer or 
lords commissioners shall fix the salary of the Regis- 
trar General [so that the same shall not at any tims 
exceed the sum of one thousand pounds yearly (a)] and 
shall fix the salaries of the officers, clerks, and ser- 
vants in fit proportion according to the duties they 
may have to perform. 

4. [Salaries to he paid out of the consolidated 
fund (6).] 

5. Eegulations for conduct of officers to be framed 
under direction of secretary of state.] And be it 
enacted, that [one of His Majesty's principal secre^ 
taries of state (c)] or the Registrar General, with the 
approbation of [su4ih principal secretary] from time to 
time may make regulations for the management of the 



(a) This limitation is repealed and farther provision made on 
the ^abject by 21 & 22 Tict. c 25, s. 4, post, 
« (5) Repealed by Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874. 
The salaries and expenses of the central office, fees to superin- 
tendent registrars for examining the certified copies, &c., are 
defrayed out of the aids and supplies voted annually by par- 
liament. 17 & 18 Vict. c. 94, s. 1, and schedule B. 

(c) The substitution of the Local Government Board for a 
secretary of State is enacted by 34 & 85 Yict. c. 70, 8. 1, and 
schedule. 
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said register office, and for the duties of the Registrar 
General, clerks, officers, and servants of the said 
office, and of the registrars, deputy registrars, and 
superintendent registrars hereinafter mentioned in the 
execution of this Act, so that they he not contrary to 
the provisions herein contained; and the regulations 
so made and approved shall be binding on the said 
Begistrar General, clerks, officers, and servants, and on 
the registrars, deputy registrars, and superintendent 
registrars (d). 

6. Anrmal abstract of registers to be laid before par^ 
liament.l And be it enacted, that the Begistrar 
General shall send once in every year to \one of the 
principal secretaries of state {e)] a general abstract of 
the number of births, deaths, and marriages registered 
during the foregoing year, in such form as the said 
[secretary {e)] from time to time shall require; and 
every such annual general abstract shall be laid before 
parliament within one month after receipt thereof, or 
after the meeting of parliament. 

7. Districts to be formed, and registrars and super' 
intendent registrars to be appointed, 4 <# 5 WiU. 4, 
c. 76.] And be it enacted, that the guardians of every 
union declared under the provisions of an Act passed 
in the fifth [and sixth (/)] years of His present 
Majesty, intituled, An Act for the amendment and 
better administration of the laws relating to the poor 



(d) Aato power of Local Goyernment Board and Begistrar 
General to alter forms in schedules to this Act, and to make regu- 
lations see Births and Deaths Begistratiou Act, 1874 s* ^• 

(e) The Local Government Board. 34 & 35 Vict. c. 70. 

If) An error ; the Poor Law Amendment Act was passed in 
the fifth year of King IfVilliam the Fourth. 

d2 
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in England and Wales, and also of every parish or 
place in which a board of guardians shall have been 
established under the provisions of the last-named Act, 
shall, on or before the first day of October in this year, 
if the said board of guardians shall have been esta^ 
blished before the passing of this Act, or within three 
calendar months next after the establishment of the 
board, if the said board shall not have been established 
before the passing of this Act, divide the union or 
the parish or place of which they are the guardians 
into such and so many districts as they, subject to the 
approval of the Registrar General, shall think fit (a), 
and every such division when made shall be published 
by the guardians within the union, parish, or place of 
which they are guardians, in such manner as the said 
Begistrar General shall direct ; and every such district 
shall be called by a distinct name, and shall be a 
registrar's district ; and the guardian shall appoint a 
person with such qualifications as the Begistrar General 
may by any general rule declare to be necessary, to 
be registrar of births and deaths within each district {b), 
and in every case of vacancy in the office of registrar 
shall forthwith fill up the vacancy (c), and the clerk to 

(a) As to alteration of the boundaries of registrars' districts, 
see Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874, s. 21. Previonsly 
to that Act no provision was made for the alteration of these 
districts after their formation by the guardians, and however 
great the need of reconstruction, no change could be made 
except in the event of the separation of parishes from a union 
for poor law purposes, in which case a &eah. division of the union 
could be made. 

(b) For general rule as to qualifications of registrars of births 
and deaths, and superintendent registrars, see Appendix, poH, 
The district of the re^trar is to be termed a sub-district :' Births 
and Deaths BegistrationAct, 1874, s. 21. 

(c) Should the guardians neglect to fill up the vacancy within 
fourteen days by appointing a person properly qualified, the 
appointment will lapse to the Begistrar General : 1 Vict, c 22, 
8. 14, post* 
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the guardians of every such onion, parish, or place 
shall, if he shall think fit to aecept such office ((£), and 
have snch qnalifications as the Registrar General may 
by any general role declare to be necessary (e), be 
the snperintendent registrar thereof, and in the event 
of his refdsal or disqualification to act in that capacity, 
the guardians shall appoint a person with snch qoalifi* 
cations as the Registrar General may by any general 
rule declare to be necessary, to be the superintendent 
registrar of each union, or of such parish or place, and 
in every case of vacancy of the office of superintendent 
registrar shall forthwith fill up the vacancy (/) ; and 
every registrar and superintendent registrar shall hold 
his office during the pleasure of the Registrar General. 

8. Officers of unions, dc, being dismissed by guar" 
dians, de», to cease to (tct under this Act,"] Provided 
always, and be it enacted, that in every case in which 
the clerk to the guardians of any union, parish, or 
place, or any other officer of any such union, parish^ 
or place, shall hold any office under this Act, and shall 
be removed by the poor law commissioners (g) from 
his office in such union, parish, or place ; and in every 
case in which any registrar or superintendent-registrar 
shall be removed by the Registrar General from his office 
under this Act, notice of such removal shall be forth- 
with given by advertisement in some newspaper 
circulating in the county wherein the district for which 

. (d) The right of the clerk to the g^oardians to " accept " the 
office of anperinteiident registrar bdonged only to the person 
-who was derk at the time of the first formation of the dutrict. 
After the occurrence of a vacancy the gnardians are "forthwith 
to fill up the vacancy" by appointing a person properly qualified : 
Beiff, V. Acason, Q. B., Trin. T. 1862. 

(e) See note (b) on previous page. 

if) See note (c) on previous page. 

(g) Now the Local Ck>vemment Board. 
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snch officer may aet shall be ; and every such person 
shall thenceforth (a) cease to hold his office under this 
Act, and shall be incapable of being reappointed 
thereto : provided also, that the appointment of any 
officer of any such union, parish, or place, to any office 
under this Act, shall be subject to the approval of the 
poor law commissioners (6), except as hereinbefore 
directed with respect to the clerk to guardians of any 
such union, parish^ or place. 

9. Begister officers to be provided in meh union."] 
And be it enacted, that the guardians shall provide and 
uphold, out of the moneys coming to their hands or 
control as such guardians, a registrar office, according 
to a plan to be approved by the Registrar General, for 
preserving the registers to be deposited therein, as 
hereinafter provided : and the care of the said office 
and the custody of the registers deposited therein shall 
be given to the superintendent registrar of the union or 
parish or place having a board of guardians as afore- 
said (c). 

(a) The effect of " thenceforth " as to thne is not dear; but 
it may safely be held to mean from and immediately after the 
publication of the notice. 

(b) Now the Local Government Board. 

(c) As to providing fire-proof repositories or iron boxes fin* the 
.safe custody of the registers kept in r^pister offices, see Births 
and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874, s. 33. The guardians of any 
incorporation under a local Act are under the same obligation to 
provide and uphold a register office as guardians of unions under 
the Poor Law Amendment Act, 1834. See also 1 Vict c. 22, ss. 19, 
20, as to providing register offices. The obligation to "provide 
and uphold" a register office implies the provinon of proper 
furniture and whatever else is necessary for enabling the office 
to be used for the purpose intended, the cost of which must be 
defrayed by the guardians out of their common frmd. The 
register office is to be taken to be constructively within the 
district although not locaUy situate therein. See 1 Yict. c. 22, 

8. 12, post. 
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10. Temporary registrars and superintendent regis- 
trars to be appointed for parishes not under the Poor 
Law Act.] And be it enacted^ that the poor law com- 
missioners (d) for England and Wales shall, as soon 
as may be after the said first day of October, form all 
the parishes, townships, and places in England, in or 
for which a board of guardians shall not have been 
then established under the provisions of the said Act 
for the amendment of the laws relating to the poor, 
into temporary districts, having regard to the forma- 
tion thereof to the boxmdaries of parishes and town- 
ships, and shall appoint a registrar to each of snch 
temporary districts («), subject to being displaced as 
hereinafter provided ; and the Registrar General shall 
appoint a sufficient number of fit persons to be super- 
intendent registrars for such temporary districts, 
subject to being displaced as hereinafter provided, 
and shall appoint the districts which each shall super- 
intend. 

11. In case of subsequent unions previous appoint- 
ments to be vacated,"] And be it enacted, that in every 
ease in which a board of guardians shall be established, 
under the provisions of the said Act for the amend- 
ment of the laws relating to the poor, in or for any 
parish, township, or place forming part of any tempo- 
rary district in or for which a registrar or. superin- 
tendent registrar shall have been previously appointed 



t 



d) Now the Local Goremment Board. 

e) By 81 & 82 Vict. c. 122, s. 26, so much of this Act as 
provides that the poor law commissioners shall appoint r^strars 
m temporary districts is repealed; and the g^oardians acting 
therein are thenceforth to appoint the registrars tor snch districts. 
In the district of Liverpool, by the Act 5 & 6 Vict. c. 88, the 
^ select vestry" appoint the regfistrars of births and deaths^ and 
the superintendent registrar. 



56 Births, Deaths, and Marriages Begisiration AeU 

as last aforesaid, and as soon as a registrar or ifegis* 
trars shall have been appointed for the districts into 
which the guardians shall have divided the nnion or 
parish or place of which they are guardians as afore- 
said, and the clerk of the guardians of such union, 
parish, or place shall have accepted the office of super* 
intendent registrar, or the said guardians shall have 
appointed a superintendent registrar for such districtSf 
in like manner as in the unions formed before the 
passing of this Act, every such parish or place shall 
cease to be a part of the temporary district to which 
it was so annexed by the poor law commissioners, and 
every registrar, deputy registrar, and superintendent 
registrar appointed before the election of such board of 
guardians as aforesaid in or for such parish, township, 
or place shall cease to hold their respective offices, so 
far as relates to such parish, township, or place, unless 
reappointed (a). 

12. \pepuiy registrars to he appointed (6).] 

18. Appointments to he exempt from stamp duties^ 
And be it enacted, that the appointments of registrarSy 
deputy registrars, and superintendent registrars, and 
the duplicates and certified copies of registers herein-* 

(a) By the Metropolitan Poor Act, 1867, 8. 76, the registraliaii 
officers actmg in the districts affected thereby are entitled to 
continue in office after the constitution of the new hoards of 
g^uardians under that Act. In like manner hy 81 & 32 Tict. 
c. 122, s. 5, the superintendent reg:istrar8 and registrars in tern* 
porary distiicts are entitied to continue in office in the event of 
such temporary districts heing dissolved, and the parishes, town- 
ships, and places contained in them heing formed into one and 
the same union. 

(b) Repealed hy Births and Deaths Registration Act, 187^ 
which makes fresh provisions on the subject. 



6d7 Wm. 4, e. 86. 67 

after mentioned, shall be exempt from all stamp 
daties. 

14. Begister boxes to be provided,] And be it en- 
acted, that the Registrar General shall fnmish to every 
superintendent registrar, for the use of the registrars 
mider his superintendence, a sufficient number of strong 
iron boxes to hold the register books to be kept by 
such registrar ; and every such box shall be famished 
with a lock and two keys, and no more ; and one of 
such keys shall be kept by the registrar, and the other 
key shall be kept by the superintendent registrar ; and 
and the register books of each district while in the 
custody of the registrar, and not in use, shall be always 
kept in the register box, and the register box shall 
always be left locked. 

15. AU books f dc, to be transferred on removal of 
registrar,] And be it enacted, that in every case in 
which any registrar or superintendent registrar shall 
be removed from or cease to hold the said office, all 
register boxes, keys, books, documents, and papers, 
in his possession as such registrar or superintendent 
registrar, shall be given as soon as conveniently may 
be to his successor in office (c) ; and if any person 
shall refuse to give up any such box, key, books,- 
documents, or papera in such case as aforesaid, it 
shall be lawfiQ for any justice of the peace for the 
county or other jurisdiction where such person shall 
be or reside, upon application made for that, purpose. 



(c) The indexes of the register books, not here specifically 
mentioned, are to be kept by the superintendent registrar with 
the records of his office, and aire to be delivered to his successor r 
Births and Deaths Bc^tration Act» 1874 s* 82, ante. 

Dd 
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to issue a wanrant under his hand and seal for bringing 
sneh person before any two jnstiees of the peace for 
the said connty or other jurisdiction, and upon such 
person appearing, or not being fonnd, it shall be lawfnl 
for such justices to hear and determine the matter in 
a summary way ; and if it shall appear to the justices 
that any such box, key, books, documents, or papers 
are in the custody or power of any such person, and 
that he has refused or wilfnlly neglected to deliver the 
same, the said justices are hereby required to commit 
such offender to the common gaol or house of correc- 
tion for the said couniy or jurisdiction, there to remain 
without bail until he shall have deUyered up the same, 
or until satisfaction shall have been given in respect 
thereof to the person in whose custody the same ought 
to be ; and the said justices may grant a warrant to 
search for such box, key, books, documents, or papers, 
as in the case of stol^i floods, in any dwelling house 
or other }»:euuses in which any credible witness shall 
prove upon oath before them that there is reasonable 
cause to suspect the same to be ; and the same when 
found shall be delivered to the person in whose custody 
they ought to be. 

16. [Eegistrar and deputy to dwell in the district and 
their names and additions to he put on their dwelling 
houses (a).] 

17. Register books to be provided.l And be it 
enacted, that the Begistrar General shall cause to be 
printed, on account of the said register office, a suffi- 
cient number of register books for making entries of 
all births, deaths, and marriages of His Migesty's sub- 

(a) Bepealedby Births and Deaths BegistratiQii Ad^ 1874 
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jecis in England^ aecordiBg to the fonns of schedules 
(A), (B), (G), to this Act annexed {h) ; and the said 
register books shall be of durable materials, and in 
them shall be printed upon each side of every leaf the 
heads of information herein required to be known and 
registered of births, deaths, and marriages respec- 
tively ; and every page of each of such books shall be 
numbered progressively from the beginning to the end, 
l)eginn]ng with number one ; and every place of ^ntry 
shall be also numbered progressively from the 
beginning to the end of the book, beginning with 
number one ; and every entry shall be divided from* 
the following entry by a printed line. 

18. Begistrar to register births and deaths."] And be 
it enacted, that the Begistrar General shall furnish to 
every superintendent registrar, for the use of the 
registrars under his superintendence, a sufficient 
number of register books of births and of register 
books of deatiis, and of forms for certified copies 
thereof, &c. (c). 

19. [Parents or occupiers of houses in which births or 
deaths happen, and overseers and coroners in cases of 

foundlings or exposed dead bodies, to give notice to the 
registrar (d)]. 



(fi) Snlgect to any alteratioiiB of the sdiedtiles made in 
pursuance of the Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1837 to 
1874. 

(e) The subsequent words of this sectum, which refer to the 
cost of the register books, and the duty of the registrar to 
register births and deaths, are repealed by Births and Deaths 
Begistration Act, 1874. The provision as to payments for register 
books had been previously r^)ealed by 21 Vict, c 25, s. 6. 

{d) Bepealed by Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874^ 
whidi mSHssA iireah provisions on the subject. 
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20. [Parent or occupier of house required to give par* 
tteulars of birth so far as known (a).'] 

21. [Registry of children bom at sea (a).] 

22. [As to registry after the eojpiration of ^2 days 
from the birth of the child (a).] 

28. [Births not to be registered after siof months (a).] 

24. [Name given in baptism may be registered within 
six months after registration of birth (o).] 

26. [Some person present at death, or occupier of house, 
required to give particulars of death (a).] 

26. [Registry of persons dying at sea (a).] 

27. [Registrar to give certificate of registry of death to 
undertaker, who shall deliver the sam£ to the minister or 
officiating person (a).] 

28. [Register to be signed by the informant (a).] 

29. Registrars to make out accounts quarterly. — 
Guardians or overseers to pay registrars.'] And -be it 
enacted, that every registrar shall make ont an account 
four times in every year of the number of births and 



(a) BepefJed by Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874» 
whidi nuDces fresh provisions on the subjed;. Under that Act 
the nmnber of qualified informants of births and deaths is in- 
creased; and the registrars, instead of being nnder a legal obli- 
gation, npon receiving notice of a birth or death, to repair to the 
noose of the informant, will make the entries, for the most partj, 
at their dwelling-houses or offices, or at appointed stations. 
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deaths which he shall have registered since the last 
quarterly account, and the superintendent registrar 
shall verify and sign the same ; and the gaardians or 
overseers of the parish, township, or place in or for 
which he shall he registrar, on production of the said 
account so verified and signed, shall pay to the said 
registrar, out of the moneys in their hands or power as 
such guardians or overseers, such sums as he shall be 
entitled to receive on the said account according to 
the following scale; (tjbat is to say), for the first 
twenty entries of births and deaths [in every year (b)] 
which he shall have registered, whether the same be 
of births or of deaths indiscriminately, two shillings 
and sixpence each, and one shining for every subse- 
quent entry of births or deaths in each year ; and in 
the case of a union the said several sums shall be 
charged to the account of the parishes in which such 
births or deaths respectively shall have occurred (c). 

80. Marriage register hooks to he provided.] And be 
it enacted, that the Begister General shall furnish or 
cause to be furnished to the rector, vicar, or curate of 
every church and chapel in England wherein marriages 
may lawfully be solemnized, and also to every person 
whom the recording clerk of the society of friends 
commonly called Quakers, at their central office in 



{h) The payment to the registrar of two shillings and sixpence 
for each of the first twenty entries which he has registered is to 
be made on each quarterly (iccount : Births and Deaths Beg^stra- 
tion Act, 1874, s. 31, ante. 

(e) In nnions the charges for registration are paid out of the 
common fond of the nnion. With respect to workhouses, the 
7 & 8 Vict. c. 101, s. 56, provides that the births and deaths 
dhaU be registered in the parish or place in which the workhouse 
is locally situated, and that the fees for registering shall be 
charged by the guardians to the union or parish to which the 
mother or the person dying respectively is diaigeable. 
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London, shall from time to time certify in writing 
under his hand to the Begister General to be a register* 
ing officer in England of the said society, and also to 
every person whom the president for the time being of 
the London committee of deputies of the British Jews 
shall from time to jame certify in writing' nnder his 
hand to the Begistrar General to be the secretary of a 
synagogue in England of persons professing the Jewish 
religion (a) a sufficient number in duplicate of marriage 
register books, and forms for certified copies thereof, 
as hereinafter provided, and the cost of such hooks, 
&c. (&)• 

81. Marriage registers to he kept in duplicate, "l And 
be it enacted, that every clergyman of the Church of 
England, immediately after every office of matrimony 
solemnized by him, shall register in duplicate in two 
of the marriage register books the several particulars re- 
lating to that marriage according to the form of the said 
schedule (C); and every such registering officer of the 
Quakers, as soon as conveniently may be after the 
solemnization of any marriage between two Quakers 
in the district for which he is registering officer, and 
every such secretary of a synagogue, immediately after 
^very marriage solemnized between any two persons 
professing the Jewish religion, of whom the husband 
shall belong to the synagogue whereof he is secretary, 
shall register or cause to be regist^ed in duplicate in 
two of the said marriage register books the several 



(a) The West London Synagogue of British Jews and 
^nagogaes in connection therewith may be certified to the 
registrar Qeneral in tiie maimer prescribed by 19 & 20 Ylct. 
c. 119, 8. 2Z,pott. 

(f) The provisions as to the cost of register books is repealed 
by 21 Vict. c. 26, s. ^ 
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particulars relating to that marriage according to the 
form of the said schedule (C); and every snch regis- 
tering officer or secretary, whether he shall or shall 
not be present at snch marriage, shall satisfy himself 
that the proceedings in relation thereto have been con- 
formable to the nsages of the said society, or of the 
persons professing the Jewish religion, as the case 
may be ; and every snch entry as hereinbefore is 
mentioned (whether made by snch clergyman or by 
snch registering officer or secretary respectively as 
aforesaid) shall be signed by the clergyman or by the 
said registering officer or secretary, as the case may 
be, and by the parties married, and by two witnesses, 
and shaU be made in order from the beginning to the 
end of each book, and the nnmber of the place of entry 
in each duplicate marriage register book shall be the 
same. 

82. Certified copies of registers of births and deaths 
to be sent quarterly y and the register book when filled, to 
the superintendent registrar^ And be it enacted, that 
in the months of April, Jnly, October, and January, 
on such days as shiJl from' time to time be appointed 
by the Begbtrar General, every registrar shall make, 
and deliver to the superintendent registrar of his 
district, on durable materials, a true copy, certified by 
him under his hand according to the form of schedule 
(D) to this Act annexed, of all the entries of births 
and deaths in the register book kept by him since the 
last certificate, the first of such certificates to be given 
in the month of July in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and thirty-seven, and to contain aU the entries 
made up to that time {e) ; and the superintendent 



(c) The certified ooines or certificates of no entty are to be 
made upend refjer respectively to the last days of March, June, 
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registrar shall verify the same, aftd if found to be cor« 
rect shall certify the same under his hand to be a 
tme copy ; and if there shall have been no birth or 
death registered since the delivery of the last certificate 
the registrar shall cert^ the fact, and such certificate 
shall be delivered to the superintendent registrar as 
aforesaid, and conntersigned by him ; and the 
registrar shall keep safely each of the said registrar 
books until it shall be filled, and shall then deliver it to 
ihe superintendent registrar, to be kept by him with the 
records of his office, 

88. Duplicates and certified copies of registers of 
marriages to he sent to superintendent registrar,] And 
be it enacted, that the rector, vicar, or curate of every 
such church and chapel, and every such registering 
officer and secretary, shall, in the months of April, 
July, October, and January respectively, make and 
•deliver to the superintendent registrar of the district 
in which such church or chapel may be situated, or 
which may be assigned by the Registrar General to 
such registering officer or secretary, on durable 
materials^ a true copy certified by him under his hand 
of all the entries of marriages in the register book 
kept by him since the last certificate, the first of such 
certificates to be given ia the month of July one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-seven, and to contain all 
the entries made up to that time (a), and if there shall 
have been no onarriage entered liierein since the last 
certificate, shall certify the fact under his hand, and 
shall keep the said marriage register books safely xmtil 

September, and December then next preceding^ and neglect to 
deliyer such cofdes or certificates subjects the offender to a penalty 
not exceeding 101. 1 Vict. c. Z2, ss. 26 and 28. 
(a) See preceding note. 
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&e same shall be filled ; and one copy of every sach 
register book, when filled, shall be delivered to the 
superintendent registrar (b) of the district in which 
such church or chapel may be situated, or which shall 
have been assigned as aforesaid to such registering 
officer or secretary, and the other copy of every such 
register book kept by any such rector, vicar, or curate, 
shall remain in the keeping of such rector, vicar, or 
curate, and shall be kept by him with the registers of 
baptisms and burials of the parish or chapelry within 
which the marriages registered therein shall have been 
solemnized ; and the other copy of every such register 
book of marriages among the people called Quakers, 
and among persons professing the Jewish religion 
respectively, shall remain under the care of the said 
people or persons respectively, to be kept with their 
other registers and records, and shall, for the purposes 
of this Act, be still deemed to be in the keeping of 
the registering officer or secretary for the time being 
respectively. 

84. Superintendent registrars to send certified copies 
of registers to the general register office.] And be it 
enacted, that every superintendent registrar shall, four 
times in every year, on such days as shall be therefore 
named by the Begister Gener^, send to the Eegister 
General all the certified copies of the registers of births, 
deaths, and marriages which he shall have so received 
during the three calendar months next preceding such 

(5) It will be suffident if the copies are delivered to a registrar 
to be by him delivered to the superintendent registrar : 1 Vict. 
c. 22, s. 29, post. For each entry contained in the certified 
copies, the clergyman is entitled to sixpence, to be paid by the 
snpeiintendent r^^trar, to whom the amount is to be reimbursed 
by the guardians : 1 Vict, c 22, s. 27. 
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quarterly days of transmission respectively ; and if it 
shall appear, by interruption of the regalar progression 
of numbers or otherwise, that the copy of any part of 
any book has not been dnly delivered to him, he shall 
procure, as far as possible, consistently with the pro- 
visions of this Act, that the same may be remedied 
and supplied ; and every such superintendent registrar 
shall be entitled to receive the sum of twopence for 
every entry in such certified copies ; and every superin- 
tendent registrar shall make out an account four times 
in every year of the number of entries in the certified 
copies sent to him during the last quarter ; and the 
certified copies so sent to the general registry office 
shall be thereafter kept in the said office in such order 
and manner as the Registrar General, under the direc- 
tion of the [secretary of state (a)] , shall think fit, so 
that the same may be most readily seen and examined. 

85. Searches may be made, and certificates given by 
the persons keeping the registers.] And be it enacted, 
that every rector, vicar, or curette, and every registrar, 
registering officer, and secretary, who shall have the 
keeping for the time being of any register book of 
births, deaths, or marriages, shall at all reasonable 
times allow searches to be made of any register book 
in his keeping, and shaU give a copy certified under 
his hand of any entry or entries in the same, on pay- 
ment of the fee hereinafter mentioned ; (that is to say), 
for every search extending over a period not more than 
one year the sum of one shilling, and sixpence addi- 
tional for every additional year, and the sum of two 
shillings and sixpence for every single certificate (b). 



(d\ Local GoyemmeDt Board. 

(b) The fee for the search is payable in addition to the fee for 
a certificate (except when the cerlaficate is demanded at the time 
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86. [Indexes to he made at the superintendent regis^ 
trar's office y and persons allowed to search them (c).] 

87. Indexes to be kept at general register office, — 
Searches allowed, and certified copies givenJ] And be 
it enacted, that the Begistrar General shall cause 
indexes of all the said certified copies of the registers 
to be made and kept in the general register office ; an4 
that every person shall be entitled, on payment of the 
fees hereinafter mentioned, to search the said indexes 
between the honrs of ten in the morning and fonr in 
the afternoon of every day, except Sunday, Christmas 
Day, and Good Friday, and to have a certified copy of 
any entry in the said certified copies of the registers ; 
and for every general search of the said indexes shall 
be paid the sxmi of twenty shillings, and for every 
particular search the sum of one shllUng (d), and for 
every such certified copy the sum of two shillings and 
sixpence, and no more, shall be paid to the Begistrar 



the entry is made^ in which case no search is necessary), and 
although the applicant may be able to famish the date of the 
birth, death, or marriage, the search is nevertheless necessary, and 
the fee for searching is payable. The provisions of this section 
apply only to registers kept pursuant to the Act ; consequently 
the fees to which the clergy may be entitled for searches in and 
extracts from register books of marriages kept prior to July, 
1837, and registers of baptisms and bunals, must be governed 
by custom. Clergymen and registrars are under no obligation 
to make searches for persons who may apply to him by letter, 
but only to allow searches to be made at all reasonable times. 
It is, however, usual as a matter of fitvour to comply with written 
applications for searches and certificates when the proper sum 
for fees and postage is sent by the applicant. 

(c) This section is repealed by Biiihsand Deaths Registration 
Act, 1874, which makes new provisions on the subject. 

(d) For definition of the terms "general search" and "par- 
ticular search " see Births and Deatiis Registration Act, 1874^ 
sect. 42, ante. The fee for the search is payable in addition to 
the fee for a certified copy of the entry, although the applicant 
may be able to state the date of the birth» death, or marriage. 
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General or snoh other officer as shall be appointed for 
that purpose on his account. 

88. Certified copies given at general registry office to 
he sealed.] And be it enacted, that the Begistrar 
General shall cause to be made a seal of the saiS 
registrar office, and the Begistrar General shall cause 
to be sealed or stamped therewith all certified copies 
of entries given in the said office ; and all certified 
<$opies of entries purporting to be sealed or stamped 
with the seal of the said register office shall be received 
-as evidence of the birth, death, or marriage to which 
the same relates, without any further or other proof 
<of such entry ; and no certified copy purporting to be 
rgiven in the said office shall be of any force or effect 
which is not sealed or stamped as aforesaid. 

89. Fees for searches in the general register office to 
be Mcountedfor to the exchequer,'] And be it enacted, 
that every sum received under the provisions of this 
Act by or on account of the Begistrar General shall 
be accounted for and paid by the Begistrar General, 
at such times as the lords commissioners of the treasury 
from time to time shall direct, into the Bank of England, 
to the credit of His Mtyesty's exchequer, &c. (a). 

40« Clergymen J dc, may ask parties married the par- 
ticulars required,] And be it enacted, that it shall be 
lawful for every clergyman of the Church of England, 
who shall solemnize any marriage in England, and for 
every registering officer of the Quakers, and every 
secretary of a synagogue, after the [said first day of 

(a) Words to the end of the section referring to 4 & 6 Will. 
4, c 15, are repealed by Births and Deaths B^istration Act, 
1S7^ and by Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874. 
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March (2»)] , to ask of the parties mairied the several 
particulars herein required to be registered tonohing' 
such marriage. 

41. Penalty for wilfully giving faUe infarmationJ] 
And be it enacted, that every person who shall wilfully 
make or canse to be made, for the purpose of being in- 
serted in any register of [birthy deaths or (c)] marriage, 
any false statement touching any of the particulars 
herein required to be known and registered, shall be 
subject to the same pains and penalties as if he were- 
guilty of peijury. 

42. Penalty for not duly registering births, deaths^ 
and marriages y or for losing or injuring the registers.^ 
And be it enacted, that every person who shall refuse 
or without reasonable cause omit to register any 
marriage solemnized by him, or which he ought to 
register [and every registrar who shall refuse or without 
reasonable cause omit to register any birth or death of 
which he shall have had due notice as aforesaid (c)] , and 
every person having the custody of any register book,, 
or certified copy thereof or of any *part thereof, who- 
shall carelessly lose or injure the same, or carelessly 
allow the same to be injured whilst in his keepings 
shall forfeit a sum not exceeding fifty pounds for every 
such offence. 

48. [Penalty for destroying or falsifying register 
books {d),'\ 

(b) Last day of June : 7 WilL 4, c. 1, 8. 1. I 

(c) So rnxuSi of sects. 41 and 42 as relates to births and " 
deaths is rep^ed by Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874i. 

(d) This section is repealed by 24 & 25 Vict, c 95, and is, in 
effect, re-enacted with additions in the Forgery Act: 24 & 2S 
Vict. c. 98, B. 36. 
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44. Accidental errors may be corrected.] Provided 
always, and be it enacted, that no person charged with 
the duty of registering any [birth, death or (a)] marriage, 
who shall discover any error to have been committed 
in the form or substance of any such entry, shall be 
therefore liable to any of the penalties aforesaid, if 
within one calendar month next after the discovery of 
such error, in the presence of [the parents of the child 
whose birth may have been so registered or of] the 
parties married [or of two persons attending upon any 
person in his or her last illness, whose death may have 
been so registered] or in case of the death or absence of 
the respective parties aforesaid, then in the presence 
of the superintendent registrar aiid of two other 
credible witnesses who shall respectively attest the 
same, he shall correct the erroneous entry, according 
to the truth of the case, by entry in the margin, 
without any alteration of the original entry, and shall 
sign the marginal entry, and add thereunto the day of 
the month and year when such correction shall be 
made : provided also, that in the case of a marriage 
register he shall n^ake the like marginal entry, attested 
in like manner, in the duplicate marriage register book 
to be made by him as aforesaid, and in every case 
shall make the like alteration in the certified copy of 
the register book to be made by him as aforesaid, or 
in case such certified copy shall have been already 

(a) So much of this section as relates to hirths or deaths is 
repealed by the Births and Deaths Kegistration Act, 1874^ 
which makes fresh provisions as to the correction of errors. It 
has been held that this section would not apply to a fictitious or 
fraudulent entry. An application to the Court of Queen's Bench 
to grant a mandamna to the registrar to order him to erase a 
fraudulent entry made upon the false statement of the pretended 
mother of a child was refused, on the ground that he had no 
power to interfere under the Act of parlijunent : 22. v. Stanford, 
10 L. J. Hep. (N. S.) Q. B. 265. 
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madOy provided he shall make and deliver in like 
manner a separate certified copy of the original 
erroneous entry, and of the marginal correction 
therein made. 

46. [Recovery of penalties (6).] 

46. Appeal.] And be it endcted, that in all cases 
where the sum a^ndged to be paid on any such 
summary conviction shall exceed five pounds, any 
person convicted may appeal to the next court of 
general or quarter sessions which shall be holden not 
sooner than twelve days after the day of such convic- 
tion for the county or other district wherein the cause 
of complaint shall have arisen; provided that such 
person shall give to the complainant a notice in 
writing of such appeal, and of the cause and matter 
thereof, within three days after such conviction, and 
seven clear days at the least before such sessions, and 
shall also either remain in custody until the sessions, 
or enter into a recognizance, with two sufficient sure- 
ties, before a justice of the peace, conditioned person- 
ally to appear at the said sessions, and to try such 
appeal, and to abide the judgment of the court there- 
upon, and to pay such costs as shall be by the court 
awarded ; and upon such notice being given, and such 
recognizances being entered into, the court at such 
sessions shall hear and determine the matter of the 
appeal, and shall make such order therein, with or 
without costs, to either party, as to the court shall 
seem meet, and in case of the dismissal of the appeal, 
or the affirmance of the conviction, shall order and 



(h) This section is repealed by Births and Deaths Begistration 
Act, 1874^ which makes (s. 4&) fresh prcfvisions on this subject. 
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a4jndge the offender to be pnnished according to the 
eonviction, and to pay such' costs as shall be awarded^ 
and shall, if necessary, issue process for enforjcing 
Buch judgment. 

47. No certiorari,] And be it enacted, that no 
such conviction or adjudication made on appeal there- 
from shall be quashed for want of form or be removed 
by certiorari or otherwise into any of His Majesty's 
superior courts of record, and no warrant of commit- 
ment shall be held void by reason of any defect 
therein, provided it be therein alleged that the party 
has been convicted, and there be a valid conviction to 
sustain the same. 

48. [Correspondence of Registrar General relating to 
this Act to be free of postage (a).] 

49. Registers of baptisms and burials may be kept as 
heretofore.] Provided always, and be it enacted, that 

nothing herein contained shall affect the registration of 

baptisms or burials as now by law established, or the 

right of any officiating minister to receive the fees now 

usually paid for the performance or registration of any 

baptism, burial, or marriage. 

50. [Registrar General to furnish notices to guardians 
of unions, dc, specifying Acts required to be done by 
parties registering (b).] 

(a) Bepealed by Statute Law Bevision Act, lS74h The 
privilege of sending and receiving letters free of postage wa» 
abolished by 3 & 4 Vict. c. 96. 

(I) Bepealed by Births and Deaths Beg^stration Act) 1874, and 
by Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874. 
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SCHEDULE (D). 

I, John Cox, Begistror of Births and Deaths in the JDUtriot 
of Marylebone, North, in the county of Middlesex, do hereby 
certify that this is a trae copy of the Begistrar's Book of Births 

tor Deaths] within the said District, from the entry of the birth 
or Death] of James Qreen, No. 1, to the entry of the Birth [or 
Death] of William Strange, No. 84. Witness my hand and 
seal, this Seioewth day of Ma/rch, 1838. 

John Cox, Begistrar. 



SCHEDULES (E), (F), (G) {a). 



(a) These schednles are repealed by Births and Deaths Begis" 
tration Act, 1874. 
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THE MARRIAGES ACT, 1836. 



6 & 7 WILL. 4, Cap. 86. 

An Act for Marriages in England (a). 

17th Angnst, 1886. 

After l«t oj March ^ 1887, all rules prescribed by the 
rubrick to continue to be observed, — Marriages may be 
solemnized on prodv>ction of registrar's certificate."] 
Whereas it is expedient to amend the Law of Mar- 
riages in England : be it enacted by the Sing's most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and Commons, in 
this present parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, that after the [first day of March (b)] 
in the year one thousand eight hxmdred and thirty- 
seven, notwithstanding anything in this Act contained, 
all the rules prescribed by the rubrick concerning the 
solemnizing of marriages shall continue) to be duly 
observed by every person in holy orders of the Church 
of England, who shall solemnize any marriage in 



(a) This Act ib to be taken to be part of the Act of 6 & 7 
WiU. 4^ c. 86, ante, as fully as if incorporated therewith (s. 44). 
See also the amending Acts 7 WiU. 4 and 1 Vict c. 22 (1887) » 
3 & 4 Yict. c. 72 (1840) ; and 19 & 20 Tict. c. 119 (1866), post. 

(b) By«fui Act passed to suspend the operation of the Begis- 
tration Act and this Act, it was directed that both should be 
construed as if the words *' last day of June ** had been inserted 
in the Acts, instead of the words *' first day of March '^ 7 'VniL 4. 
c. 1. 



edl WUl. 4, c. 85. 77 

England : provided always, that where by any law or 
canon in force before the passing of this Act it is pro- 
vided that any marriage may be solemnized after pub- 
lication of banns, snch marriage may be solemnized in 
like manner on production of the registrar's (c) certifi- 
cate as hereinafter provided; provided also, that 
nothing in this Act contained shall affect the right of 
the Archbishop of Canterbury and his successors, and 
his and their proper officers, to grant special licenses 
to marry at any convenient time and place, or the right 
of any surrogate or other person now having authority 
to grant licenses for marriages. 

2. Marriages of Quakers and Jews.] And be it 
enacted, that the Society of Friends, commonly called 
Quakers, and also persons professing the Jewish reli- 
gion, may continue to contract and solemnize marriage 
according to the usages of the said society and of the 
said persons respectively; and every such marriage 
ils hereby declared and confirmed good in law, provided 
that the parties to such marriage be both of the said 
society (d), or both persons professing the Jewish 
religion respectively : provided also, that notice to the 
registrar shall have been given, and the registrar's 
certificate shall have issued in manner hereinafter pro- 
vided (e). 

8. Superintendent registrar of births to be superin- 
tendent registrar of marriages,] And be it enacted, 

(c) Where in this Act mention is made of giving notice of 
marriage to any " reg^istrar " and of the " registarar's certificate *' 
of such notice, the Act is to be construed to mean superintenden6 
registraTi 1 Vict. c. 22, s. 1. 

((Q It Is^not now necessary that both the parties shall be of 
the Society of Friends. See 23 Vict. c. 18, and 35 Vict. c. 10. 

(e) See note (c) above. The marriage of Quakers and Jews 
may be solemnized by license: 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 11. 
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that the snperintendent registrar of births and deaths 
of every miioii, parish or place shall be, in right of his 
office, snperintendent registrar of marriages within 
snch nnion, parish, or place, and that snch nnion, 
parish, or place shall be deemed the district of snch 
snperintendent registrar of marriages (a). 

4. Notice of every intended marriage to be given to the 
superintendent registrar of the district."] And be it 
enacted, that in every case of marriage intended to be 
solemnized in England after the said [first day of 
March] according to the rites of the Chnrch of Eng- 
land (nnless by license or by special license, or after 
publication of banns), and in every case of marriage 
intended to be solemnized in England, after the said 
[first day of March] according to the usages of 
the Quakers or Jews, or according to any form 
authorized by this Act, one of the parties shall 
give notice under his or her hand [in the form of 
schedule (A) to this Act annexed or to the like effect (5)] , 
to the superintendent registrar of the district within 
which the parties shall have dwelt for not less than 
seven days then next preceding, or if the parties dwell 
in the districts of different superintendent registrars, 
shall give the like notice to the superintendent regis- 
trar of each district, and shall state therein the name 
and surname and the profession or condition of each 

of the parties intending marriage, the dwelling place 



(a) This provision is sabject to the powers given to the 
Begistrar Ck^eral to unite two or more unions, &c^ into one 
district by 1 Vict. c. 22, s. 10. 

(p) These words in brackets are repealed by the Statute Law 
Bevision Act, 1874. The form here referred to is saperseded by 
the form of notice and solemn declaration prescribed by 19 & 20 
Vict. c. 119. s. 2, and schedule (A), post. 
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of each of them, and the time not being less than seven 
days during which each has dwelt tiierein, and the 
church or other building in which the marriage is to 
be solemnized ; provided that if either pariy shall have 
dwelt in the place stated in the notice during more 
than one calendar month, it may be stated therein 
that he or she hath dwelt there one month and 
upwards (c). 

5. Superintendent registrar to keep notices in a bookJ] 
And be it enacted, that the superintendent registjrar 
shall file all such notices, and keep them with the 
records of his office, and shall also forthwith enter a 
true copy of all such notices fairly into a book, to be 
for that purpofse furnished to him by the Registrar- 
General, to be called ** The Marriage Notice Book," 
\the costs of providing which shall be defrayed m Uke 
manner as the cost of providing register books of births 
and deaths {d)'\\ and the marriage notice book shaU 
be open at all reasonable times without fee to all 
persons desirous of inspecting the same ; and for every 
such entry the superintendent registrar shall be entitled 
to have a fee of one shilling. 

6. \Notices to be read at meetings of giiardians (e)] • 

7. [A^ter seven days^ or twenty-one days^ certificate 
of notice to be given upon demand (/)] . 



{e) This section is Tirtiially repealed as to notices of marriage 
hy license. See further provisions as to notice of marriage, 
19 & 20 Tict. c. 119, 88. 2—6. 

((Q This provision as to cost of book is repealed by 21 & 22 
Vidi.c25,s. 6. 

(e) Repealed by 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 1, and Statute Law 
Bevision Act, 1874. 

(/) Bepealed by Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874. See fresh 
provisions in 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119. 
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8. Forms of certificates to he furnished, — Certificates 
for marriage by license to be distinguishahle from other 

certificates. 1 And be it enacted, that the Begistrar 
General shall fomiBh to every snperintendent registrar 
a sufficient number of forms of certificates [the cost of 
which shall be accounted for by the superintendent regiS' 
trar to the Begistrar General (a)] ; and in order to 
distinguish the certificates to be issued for marriages by 
license from the certificates to be issued for marriages 
without license, a watermark in the form of the word 
'< license,'* in roman letters, shall be laid and manu- 
factured in the substance 'of the paper on which the 
certificates to be issued for marriages by license shall 
be written or ptinted; and every certificate to be 
issued for marriage by license shall be printed wiiJi 
red ink, and every certificate to be issued for marriages 
without license shall be printed with black ink, and 
such other distinctive marks between the two kinds of 
certificate shall be used from time to time as shall 
seem fit to the Begistrar General. 

9. Issue of superintendent registrar's certificate may 
he forbidden,] And be it enacted, that any person 
authorized in that behalf may forbid the issue of the 
superintendent registrar's certificate by writing at any 
time before the issue of such certificate the word 
''forbidden" opposite to the entry of the notice of 
such intended marriage in the marriage notice book, 
and by subscribing thereto his or her name and place 
of abode, and his or her character, in respect of either 
of the parties, by reason of which he or she is so 
authorized ; and in case the issue of any such certifi- 



(a) This provision as to cost of forms is repealed by 21 & 22 
Vict. c. 26, 8. 6. 
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cate shall have been so forbidden the notice and all pro- 
ceedings thereupon shall be utterly void. 

10. Consent.] And be it enacted, that after the 
said [first day of March] the like consent shall be 
required to any marriage in England solemnized by 
license as would have been required by law to mar- 
riages solemnized by license immediately before 
the passing of this Act (b) ; and every person whose 
consent to a marriage by license is required by 
law is hereby authorized to forbid the issue of the 
superintendent registrar's certificate whether the mar- 
riage is intended to be by license or without license. 

11. Superintendent registrar may grant licenses for 
marriage, — Superintendent registrar to give security, — 
Proviso. — ^And be it enacted, that after the said [first 
day of March] every superintendent registrar shall 
have authority to grant licenses for marriage in any 
building registered as hereinafter provided within any 
district under his superintendence, or in his office [in 
the form of schedule (C) to this Act annexed, and for 
every such license shaU be entitled to have of the party 
requiring the same the sum of three pounds above 
the value of the stamps necessary on granting such 
license (c)] ; and every superintendent registrar shall 
four times in every year, on such days as shall be 
appointed by the Registrar General, make a return to 

(5) See 4 Qeo. 4^ c. 76, s. 16, as to the persons who are to g^ve 
consent in the case of minors. 

(e) Repealed by Statute Law Reyinon Act, 1874. See pro- 
Tinons as to granting licenses : 19 & 20 Vict, c 119, ss. 9, 10; 
and new form of license, sched. (C) in that Act The fee for 
a license is reduced to one pound ten shillings, exdusive of the 
stamps, which are two shillings and sixpence on the notice and 
ten shillings on the license. 

Ed 
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the Registrar General of every license granted by him 
since his last retom, and of the partLculars stated con- 
cerning the parties: provided always, that no super- 
intendent registrar shall grant any such license nntil 
he shall have given security by his bond in the stun of 
one hundred pounds to the Registrar General for the 
due and faithful execution of his office : provided also, 
that nothing herein contained shall authorize any 
superintendent registrar to grant any license for mar- 
riage in any church or chapel in which marriages may 
be solemnized according to the rites of the Church of 
England, or in any church or chapel belonging to the 
Church of England or licensed for the celebration of 
divine worship according to the rites and ceremonies 
of the Church of England, or any license for marriage 
in any registered building' which shall not be within 
his district (a). 

12. [Certificate to be given before the Ucense is 
granted (b)] . 

18. Caveat may be lodged with superintendent regis- 
trar against grant of license or certificate.'] And be it 
enacted, that any person on payment of five shillings, 
may enter a caveat with the superintendent registrar 
against the grant of a certificate or a license for the 
marriage of any person named therein ; and if any 
caveat be entered with the superintendent registrar, 
such caveat being duly signed by or on behalf of the 
person who enters the same, together with his or her 

(a) The superintendent reg^istrar may, however, in certain 
cases, grant his license for marriage in a re^stered building 
which is out of his district. See 8 & 4 Vict. c. 7% and 19 & 20 
Vict. c. 119, post, 

(5) Repealed by Statute Law Revision Act, 1874. The 
19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, which makes fresh provisions, to be observed 
before the granting of liceDses. 
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plaee of residence, and the ground of objection on 
which his or her caveat is founded, no certificate or 
license shall issue or be granted until the superinten- 
dent registrar shall have examined into the matter of 
the caveat, and is satisfied that it ought not to obstruct 
the grant of the certificate or license for the said mar- 
riage, or until the caveat be withdrawn by the party 
who entered the same : provided that in cases of 
doubt it shall be lawful for the superintendent regis- 
trar to refer the matter of any such caveat to the 
Begistrar General, who shall decide upon the same : 
provided likewise, that in case of the superintendent 
registrar refusing the grant of the certificate or license, 
the person applying for the same shall have a right to 
appeal to the Eegistrar General, who shall thereupon 
either confirm the refusal or direct the grant of the 
certificate or license (c). 

14. Marriages not to be solemnized until after twenty- 
one days after entry of notice unless by license.'] And be 
it enacted, that after the said [first day of March] no 
marriage after such notice as aforesaid, unless by 
virtue of a license to be granted by the superintendent 
registrar, shall be solemnized or registered in England 
until after the expiration of twenty-one days after the 
day of the entry of such notice as aforesaid; [and no 
marriage shall be solemnized by the license of any super- 
intendent registrar or registered until after the expiration 
of seven days after the day of the entry of such notice 
as aforesaid (d)] . 

{c) By sect. 37, persons yexatiotisly entering caveat are liable 
to costs and damages. The Begistrar General's certificate that 
a caveat has been entered <m frivolous grounds is to be evidence 
thereof: 1 Yict. c. 22, s. 5. 

{d) The words in brackets are repealed hj Statute Law Bevi- 
sion Act, 1874. 
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15. New notice required after three months^ And 
be it enacted, that whenever a marriage shall not be 
laid within three calendar months after the notice shall 
have been so entered by the superintendent registrar, 
the notice and certificate, and any license which may 
have been granted thereupon, and all other proceed- 
ings thereupon, shall be utterly void ; and no person 
shall proceed to solenmize the marriage, nor shall any 
registrar register the same, until new notice shall have 
been given, and entry made, and certificate thereof 
given, at the time and in the manner aforesaid (a). 

16. Superintendent registrar* e certificate or license to 
he delivered to the person by or before whom the marriage 
is solemnized.] And be it enacted, that the superinten- 
dent's certificate, or, in case the parties shall have 
given notice to the superintendent of different districts, 
the certificate of each superintendent, shall be delivered 
to the officiating minister, if the marriage shall be 
solemnized according to the rites of the Church of 
England ; and the said certificate or license shall be 
delivered to the registering officer of the people called 
Quakers for the place where the marriage is solemnized, 
if the same shall be solemnized according to the usages 
of the said people ; or to the officer of a synagogue by 
whom the marriage is registered, if the same shall be 
solemnized according to the usages of the persons pro- 
fessing the Jewish religion ; and in all other cases shall 
be delivered to the registrar present at the marriage, 
as hereinafter provided. 

(a) See 1 Vict, c 22, s. 8, which makes it felony if a superin- 
tendent registrar knowingly and wilfully issues a license after 
three months from the entry of the notice, or solenmizes, or 
permits to be solemnised, in the district register office any 
marriage declared by this Act to be nnll and void. 
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17. Superintendent registrar may appoint registrars 
of TnarriagesJ] And be it enacted, that it shall be 
lawful for the superintendent registrar of any nnion, 
parish, or place [subject to the approval of the board of 
gu4irdians thereof {b)] to appoint by -writing under his 
hand such person or persons as he may think fit, with 
such qualifications as the Registrar General, by any 
general rule, may declare to be necessary (c) to be a 
registrar or registrars for the purpose of being present 
at marriages to be solemnized by virtue of this Act at 
which the presence of a registrar is made necessary, 
and every such registrar of marriages shall hold his 
office during the pleasure of the superintendent regis- 
trar by whom he was appointed, or of the Registrar 
General. 

18. Places of worship may be registered for solem- 
nizing marriages therein,'] And be it enacted, that any 
proprietor or trustee of a separate building, certified 
according to law as a place of religious worship {d) 
may apply to the superintendent registrar of the dis- 
trict, in order that such building may be registered for 
solemnizing marriages therein, and in such case shall 



QS) Repealed by Statute Law Revision Act, 1874i. These 
appointments are now subject to the approval of the Registrar 
General by 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 16, which also gives to the 
Registrar General anthority to appoint registrars of marriages 
when he may think fit. Ihe Registrar General may limit the 
number of registrars of marriages to be appointed by any super- 
intendent registrar : 1 Vict. c. 22, s. 22. 

(c) See General Rule in Appendix, poH. A guardian of the 
poor may hold the office of registrar of marriages, but not that of 
registrar of births and deaths. 

((Q As to Roman Catholic chapels not bdng separate buildings 
see 1 Vict, c 22, s. 85. The statute now in force with respect to 
certifying places of religious worship is the 18 & 19 \ict. c 81, 
poti. IVoof that a regutered building has been certified accord- 
ing to law is not necessary to the validity of' mazriages therein : 
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deliver to the snperintendent registarar a certificate, 
signed in duplicate by twenty honseholders at the 
least, that such building has been nsed by them during 
one year at the least as their usual place of public 
religious worship, and that they are desirous that such 
place should be registered as aforesaid, each of which 
certificate shall be countersigned by the proprietor or 
trustee by whom the same shall be dehvered ; and the 
superintendent registrar shall send both certificates' to 
the Eegistrar General, who shall register such building 
accordingly in a book to be kept for that purpose at 
the general register office ; and the Registrar General 
shall indorse on both certificates the date of the 
registry, and shall keep one certificate with the other 
records of the general register office, and shall return 
the other certificate to the superintendent registrar, 
who shall keep the same with the other records of his 
office ; and the superintendent registrar shall enter the 
date of the registry of such building in a book to be 
furnished to him for that purpose by the Begistrar 
General, and shall give a certificate of such registry 
under his hand, on parchment or vellum, to the pro- 
prietor or trustee by whom the certificates are counter- 
signed, and shall give public notice of the registry 
thereof by advertisement in some newspaper circulating 
within the county, and in the ** London Gazette"; and 
for every such entry, certificate, and publication the 
superintendent registrar shall receive at the time of 



19 & 20 "Vict. c. 119, B. 17. A certificate of the superintendent 
registrar washeld to be good evidence of the due registration of a 
chapel for marriages in a case of bigamy, although not consi- 
dered to be necessary to support the primd fcusie presumption 
that the building was duly registered : Meg, v. Mamwa/ring^ 26 
L. J. B. 10. 



6S7 WiU. 4 e. 85. 87 

the delivery to him of the certificates the snm of three 
poonds {a). 

19. On removal of the same congregation the new place 
of worship may he immediately registered^ instead of the 
one disused.] And be it enacted, that if at any time snb- 
seqnent to the registry of any building for solemnizing 
marriages therein it shall be made to appear to the 
satisfaction of the Registrar General that snch bnilding 
has been disused for the public religious worship of 
the congregation on whose behalf it was registered as 
aforesaid, the Registrar General shall cause the registry 
thereof to be cancelled : provided that if [it shall be 
proved to the satisfaction of the Registrar General that 
the same congregation use instead thereof some other 
such buildiDg for the purpose of public religious wor- 
ship, the Registrar General may substitute and register 
snch new place of worship instead of the disused 
building, although such new place of worship may not 
have been used for that purpose during one year then 
next preceding ; and every application for cancelling 
the registry of any such building, or for such substitu- 
tion and registry of a substituted building, shall be made 
to the Registrar General by or through the superin- 
tendent registrar of the district ; and such cancel or 
substitution, when made, shall be made known by the 
Begistrar General to the superintendent registrar, who 
shall enter the fact and the date thereof in the book 
provided for the registry of such buildings, and shall 
certify and publish such cancel or substitution and 



(a) The forms of certificate to be dgned by twenty house- 
holders, and of the certificate of registry (on yeUnm) are furnished 
to the superintendent by the Begistrar C^eral. 
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registry in manner hereinbefore provided in the case of 
the original registry of the disused boilding; and for 
every such snbstitntion the superintendent registrar 
shall receive, at the time of the delivery of the certifi- 
cate from the party requiring the substitution, the sum 
of three pounds ; and after such cancel or substitution 
shall have been made by the Registrar General it shall 
not be lawful to solemnize any marriage in such disused 
building unless the same shall be again registered in the 
manner hereinbefore provided. 

20. Marriages may be solemnized in such registered 
places J in the presence of some registrar and of two wit' 
nesses."] And be it enacted, that after the expiration of 
the said period of twenty-one days, or of [seven days (a)], 
if the marriage is by license, marriages may be solem- 
nized in the registered building stated as aforesaid in 
the notice of such marriage, between and by the parties 
described in the notice and certificate, according to 
such form and ceremony as they may see fit to 
adopt {h)i provided nevertheless, that every such 
marriage shall be solemnized with open doors, between 
the hours of eight and twelve in the forenoon, in the 
presence of some registrar of the district in which such 
registered building is situate, and of two or more 
credible witnesses ; provided also, that in some part of 
the ceremony, and in the presence of such registrar 
and witnesses, each of the parties shall declare, — 



(a\ " One whole day :" 19 & 20 Tict. c. 119, 8. 9. 

(b) The parties have no abflolnte right to be married in the 
hoilding named m the notice. The consent of the minister, or 
0^ one of the ruling authorities, is necessary in order that mar- 
riages may be solemnized in any registered building ; see 19 & 20 
Vict. c. 119, 8. 11. 
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" I do solemnly declare, thai I know not of any 
lawful impediment, why I, A.B., may not be 
joined in matrimony to CD" 
Jbid each of the parties shall say to the other, 

" I call upon these persons here present to witness 
that I, A.B., do take thee, CD., to be my lawM 
wedded wife [or husband] " (<?). 
Provided also, that there be no lawful impediment to 
the marriage of such parties. 

21. Marriages may be celebrated before the super" 
intendent registrar. "] And be it enacted, that any persons 
who shall object to marry under the provisions of this 
Act in any such registered building may, after due 
notice and certificate issued as aforesaid, contract and 
solemnize marriage at the office and in the presence of 
the superintendent registrar and some registrar of the 
district, and in the presence of two witnesses, with open 
doors, and between the hours aforesaid, making the 
declaration and using the form of words hereinbefore 
provided in the case of marriage in any such registered 
building (d). 

22. Marriage fees to the registrar,] And be it 
enacted, that the registrar shall be entitled for every 
marriage which shall be solemnized under this Act in 
his presence to have from the parties married the sum 



(c) See prcmsion as to the use of the Welsh tongue in mar- 
riagefl in Wales : 1 Vict, c 22, s. 23. 

(d) Marriages at the district register offices must be celebrated 
according to Qie purely civil form herein prescribed, no religious 
service being permissible ; but persons desirous of adding the 
reli^ous ceremony ordained by the church or persuasion of which 
they are members^ are permitted to do so. This subsequent 
reading of a marriage service is not to be registered as a mar- 
Tiage. See 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 12. 
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of ten sbillings, if the marriage shall be by license, and 
otherwise, the snm of five shillings. 

28. Registrar to register cdl marriages solemnized 
before him in books to be sent by the Registrar General. 
—6d7 Will. 4, c. 86.] And be it enacted, that 
the registrar shall forthwith register every marriage 
solemnized in manner aforesaid in his presence in a 
marriage register book to be furnished to him for that 
pm^pose from time to time by the Registrar General, 
according to the form provided for the registration of 
marriages by an Act made in this present session of 
parliament, intituled ** An Act for registering births, 
deaths, and marriages in England " (a), [the cost of which 
shall be defrayed in like manner as the cost of providing 
register books of births and deaths (b)] ; and every entry 
of such marriage shall be signed by the person by or 
before whom the marriage shall have been solemnized, 
if there shall be any such person (c), and by the 
registrar and also by the parties married, and attested 
by two witnesses ; and every such entry shall be 
made in order from the beginning to the end of the 
book (d). 

24. Copies of the marriage register book to be given 
quarterly to the superintendent registrar.} And be it 
enacted, that in every year, on such days as shall from 



(d\ See sect. 17 and schedule C of that Act. 

(5) Bepealed hy 21 & 22 Vict. c. 25, s. 6, which is now repealed 
hy Births and Deaths HegiBtration Act, 1874. 

(c) The presence of a minister to solemnize marriage in a 
re^stered huilding is not essential. 

{d) These directions as to registering marriages correspond 
with those to be observed by the clergy (6 & 7 Will. 4, c 86, 
s. 31), except that the latter are to keep the registers in 
duplicate. 
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• 
time to time be appointed by the Begistrar General 

within one calendar month next after the first day of 
Aprily the first day of July, the first day of October, 
and the first day of January respectively, every regis- 
trar shall make and deliver to the superintendent 
registrar of his district a tme copy, certified by him 
imder his hand, according to the form of Schedule (D) 
to this Act annexed, of all the entries of marriage in 
the register book kept by him since the last delivery, 
and the superintendent registrar shall verify the same, 
and if found to be correct shall certify the same under 
his hand to be a true copy ; and if there shall have 
been no marriage registered since the delivery of the 
last certified copy, the registrar shall certify the fact, 
and such certificate shall be delivered to the superin- 
tendent registrar as aforesaid, and countersigned by 
him ; and the registrar shall keep safely the said register 
book until it shall be filled, and shall then deliver it to 
the superintendent registrar to be kept by him with the 
records of his office. 

25. [Proof of residence of parties^ or consenty not 
necessary to establish the marriage («)] . 

26. Bishops, with consent of patrons, may license 
chapels for the solemnization of marriages in populous 
places.] And whereas it is expedient that provision 
should be made, under proper restrictions, for relieving 
the inhabitants of populous districts remote from the 
parish church, or from any chapel wherein marriages 
may be lawfully celebrated according to the rites and 



(e) This section is repealed by Statute Law Beyision Act, 1874 
being saperseded by the declaratory clause, 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, 
«. 17, wUch embraces other matters not necessary to the validity 
of marriages. 
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« 

ceremonies of the Chnrch of England from the incon- 
venience to which they may he therehy suhjected in 
the solemnization of their marriages : he it therefore 
enacted, that, with the consent under the hand and 
seal of the patron and incnmhent respectively of the 
chnrch of the parish or district in which may he situ- 
ated any puhlic chapel with or without a chapelry 
thereunto annexed, or any chapel duly licensed for the 
celehration of divine service according to the rites and 
ceremonies of the Church of England, or any chapel the 
minister whereof is duly licensed to officiate therein 
according to the rites and ceremonies of the Church of 
England, or without such consent after two calendar 
months* notice in writing given hy the registrar of the 
diocese to such patron and incumhent respectively, the 
hishop of the diocese may, if he shall think it necessary 
for the due accommodation and convenience of the in- 
habitants, authorize by a license under his hand and 
seal the solemnization of marriages in any] such chapel 
for persons residing within a district the limits whereof 
shall be specified in the bishop's license, and under 
such provisions as to the amount, appropriation, or 
apportionment of the dues, and as to other particulars, 
as to the said bishop may seem fit, and as may be spe- 
cified in the said license : provided that it shall be 
lawful for any patron or incumbent who shall refuse or 
withhold consent to the grant of any such license to 
deliver to the bishop, under his or her hand and seal, 
a statement of the reasons for which such consent 
shall have been so refused or withholden ; and no such 
license shall be granted by any bishop until he shall 
have inquired into the matter of such reasons ; and 
every instrument of consent of the patron and incum- 
bent, or, if such consent be refused or withholden, a 
copy of the notice under the hand of the registrar, and 
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every statement of reasons alleged as aforesaid by the 
patron or incnmbent, with the bishop's adjudication 
thereupon under his hand and seal, shall be registered 
in the registry of the diocese ; and thenceforth and 
until the said license be revoked marriages solemnized 
in such chapel shall be as valid to all intents and pur- 
poses as if the same had been solemnized in the parish 
church, or in any chapel where marriages might here- 
tofore have been legally solemnized. 

27. Appropriation of fees on marriages performed in 
such chapels.] And be it enacted, that all fees, dues, 
and other emoluments on account of the solenmization 
of marriages which belong to the incumbent or clerk 
respectively of any church or chapel in any parish or 
district within which the solemnization of marriages 
shall be authorized as aforesaid shall respectively be 
received, until the avoidance of such church or chapel 
next after the passing of this Act, for and on account 
of such incumbent, and, until the vacancy in the office 
of clerk next after the passing of this Act, for and on 
account of such clerk, and be paid over to them, except 
such portion of the fees, dues, or other emoluments aa 
the said bishop of the diocese, with the consent of the 
said incumbent and clerk respectively, shall in such 
aforesaid license assign to the minister and clerk re- 
spectively of the chapel in which the solemnization of 
marriages shall be authorized as aforesaid ; and that it 
shall be lawful for the said bishop in and by such 
license, without any such consent, to declare that from 
and after such next avoidance or vacancy respectively 
the whole or such part of the fees, dues, and other 
emoluments on account of the solemnization of mar- 
riages in such last-mentioned chapel as shall be specified 
in such license shall be receivable, and the same shall 
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thenceforth be received by or for the minister and clerk 
of such chapel respectively. 

28. Patron or incumbent may appeal to the arch- 
bishop against such licenses.] And be it enacted, that 
when the said bishop shall authorize the solemnization 
of marriages in any snch chapel as aforesaid, withont 
the consent under the hand and seal of the patron and 
incumbent respectively, it shall be lawful for them or 
either of them to appeal within one calendar month to 
the archbishop of the province, who shall hear the same 
in a summary manner, and shall make such order con- 
firming, revoking, or varying the license so given as to 
him shall seem meet and expedient, which order shall 
be registered in the registry of the diocese, and shall be 
conclusive and binding on all parties whatsoever. 

29. [Notice of such licenses to be affixed in chapels (a)]. 

80. Marriages performed in such chapels to be under 
the sam^ regulations as those performed in parish 
churches^ And be it enacted, that all provisions 
which shall from time to time be in force relative to 
marriages, and to providing, keeping, and transmitting 
register books and copies of registers of marriages 
solemnized in any parish church, shall extend to any 
chapel in which the solemniza^on of marriages shaU be 
authorized as aforesaid, in the same manner as if the 
same were a parish church, and everything required by 
law to be done relating thereto by the rector, vicar, 
curate, or churchwardens respectively of any parish 
church shall be done by the officiating minister, chapel- 



(a) Bepealed by Statute Law Kevision Act, 1874. As to the 
notice, see 1 Yict. c. 22, e. 88, by which the publication of banns 
in Bttch chapels is authorized. 
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warden, or other person exercising analogous duties in 
such chapel respectively. 

81. Option to parties to he married at parish ckurch.l 
Provided always, and he it enacted, that notwithstand- 
ing any such license as aforesaid to solemnize marriages 
in any such chapel, the parties may, if they think fit, 
have their marriage solemnized in the parish church, 
or in any chapel in which heretofore the marriage of 
such parties or either of them might have heen legally 
solemnized. 

82. Bishopy with consent of archbishop^ may revoke 
such licensesJ] And he it enacted, that any such license 
or order may at any time he revoked hy writing under 
the hand and seal of the hishop of the diocese, with 
the consent in writing of the archhishop of the pro- 
vince; and such revocation and consent shall he 
registered in the registry of the diocese, the registrar 
whereof shall notify the same in writing to the minister 
officiating in the chapel, and shall also give puhlic 
notice thereof hy advertisement in some newspaper 
circulating within the county, and in the ** London 
Gazette," and thenceforth the authority to solemnize 
marriages in such chapel shall cease and determine ; 

88. in which case registers to be sent to the incumbent 
of the parish church.] And he it enacted, that in case 
of the revocation of the license to solemnize marriages 
in any such chapel all registers of marriages solemnized 
therein under such license which shall he in the custody 
or possession of the minister of such chapel at the 
time of such revocation shall forthwith he transmitted to 
the incumhent or officiating minister of the parish 
church, and shall thenceforth be preserved, and in all 
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other respects dealt with in the same manner, and be 
of the same force and validity, to all intents and pur- 
poses, as if they had been originally made and deposited 
with such incnmbent or officiating minister ; and that 
snch incnmbent or minister shall, when he next trans- 
mits to the superintendent registrar copies of the 
registers of marriages solemnized in snch parish church, 
also therewith transmit copies of all such entries as 
shall have been made in such first-mentioned registers 
subsequent to the date of the last entry, a copy whereof 
was transmitted to the superintendent registrar, and 
shall also transmit to him one copy of every register 
book so transmitted to him of which no copy shall 
have been already transmitted to the superintendent 
registrar, having first signed his name at the foot of 
the last entry therein; 

84. Begistrars of dioceses to send to the register offi^ce^ 
yearly f lists of licensed chapels within their districts, — 
Lists of aU chapels and buildings registered to beprintedJ] 
And be it enacted, that the registrar of every diocese 
shall within fifteen days after the said [first day of 
March] , and also within fifteen days after the first day 
of January in every succeeding year, make out and 
send through the post-office, directed to the Registrar 
General of births, deaths, and marriages, at his office, 
a list of all chapels belonging to the Church of England, 
within that diocese wherein marriages may lawfully be 
solemnized accordiog to the rites and ceremonies of the 
Church of England, and shall distinguish in such list 
which have a parish, chapelry, or other recognized 
ecclesiastical division annexed to them, and which are 
chapels licensed by the bishop under this Act, and shall 
state therein the district for which each of such chapels 
is licensed according to the description thereof in the 
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lieense ; and the Registrar General shall in every year 
make out and cause to be printed a list of all snch 
chapels, and also of all places of public worship regis- 
tered under the provisions of this Act, and shall state 
in such list the county and registrar's district within 
which each chapel or registered building is situated, 
and shall add also the names and places of abode of the 
registrars and deputy registrars of each district, and of 
the superintendent registrars ; and a copy of such list 
shall be sent to every registrar and superintendent 
registrar. 

85. [Marriages under this Act cognizable (a)] . 

86. Registrar may ask certain particulars of parties.} 
And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the regis- 
trar before whom any marriage is solemnized according 
to the provisions of this Act to ask of the parties to be 
married the several particulars required to be registered 
teaching such marriage. 

87. Persons vexatumsly entering caveat liable to costs 
and damages.] And be it enacted, that every person 
who shall enter a caveat with the superintendent 
registrar against the grant of any license or issue of 
any certificate on grounds which the Registrar General 
shall declare to be frivolous, and that they ought not 
to obstruct the grant of the license, shall be liable for 
the costs of the proceedings, and for damages to be 
recovered in a special action upon the case by the party 
against whose marriage such caveat shall have been 
entered (b). 



t> 



!a) Bepealed by Statute Law Revision Act, 1874 
b) The Begistnir General's certificate that a caveat was entered 
on friyolons groonds is to be evidence : 1 Vict, c 22, s. 6« 

F 
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88. [Persons tnaking false declarcOion, Sc.ygviUy of 
perjury (a)]. 

89. Persons unduly solemnizing marriage guUty of 
felony,] And be it enacted, that every person who 

after the said [first day of March] shall knowingly and 
wilfully solemnize any marriage in England, except by 
special license, in any other place than a chnrch or 
chapel in which marriages may be solemnized accord- 
ing to the rites of the Church of England, or than^ 
the registered building or office specified in the notice 
and certificate as aforesaid, shall be guilty of felony 
(except in the case of a marriage between two of the 
Society of Friends, commonly called Quakers, accord-' 
ing to the usages of the said society, or between two 
persons professing the Jewish religion, according to the 
usages of the Jews); and every person who in any 
such registered building or office shall knowingly and 
wilfuUy solemnize any marriage in the absence of a 
registrar of the district in which such registered build- 
ing or office is situated shall be guilty of felony; and every 
person who shall knowingly and wilfully solemnize any 
marriage in England after the said [first day of March"] 
(except by license) within twenty-one days after the 
entry of the notice to the superintendent registrar as 
aforesaid [or if the marriage is by license within severe 
days after such entry (b)] , or after three calendar 
months after such entry, shall be guilty of felony. 

40. Superintendent registrars unduly issuing certifi- 
cates guilty of felony.] And be it enacted, that every 
superintendent registrar who shall knowingly and wil- 

(a) Bepealed by Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874^ having 
been re-enacted by sect. 18 of the 19 & 20 Viet. c. 119. 
(h) Repealed by Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874. 
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folly issue any certificate for marriage after the expira- 
tion of three calendar months after the notice shall 
have been entered by him as aforesaid, or any cer- 
tificate for marriage by license before the expiration of 
[seven days (c)] after the entry of the notice, or any cer- 
tificate for marriage withont license before the expiration 
of twenty-one days after the entry of the notice, or any 
certificate, the issue of which shall have been forbidden 
as aforesaid by any person authorized to forbid the 
issue of the [superintendent (d)] registrar's certificate, 
or who shall knowingly and wilfully register any mar- 
riage herein declared to be null and void, and every 
registrar who shall knowingly and wilfully issue 
any license for marriage after the expiration of three 
calendar months after the notice shall have been 
entered by the [superintendent] registrar as aforesaid, 
or who shall knowingly and wilfully solemnize in his 
office any marriage herein declared to be null and void, 
shall be guilty of felony. 

41. lAmitation of prosecution,^ And be it enacted, 
that every prosecution under this Act shall be com- 
menced within the space of three years after the offence 
committed {e), 

42. Marriages void if unduly solemnized with the 
knowledge of both parties,] And be it enacted, that if 
any persons shaU knowingly and wilfully intermarry 
after the said [first day of March] under the provisioned 
of this Act in any place other than the church, chapel, 

(c) Repealed by Statute Law Kevicdon Act, 1874. 

id) 1 Vict. 0. 22, s. 1. 

(e) See sect 46 of BiithB and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874,* 
whidbi assigns the same limit of time to prosecations on indict- 
ment. V 

F 2 
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registered bnilding, or office or other place spedfied m 
the notice and certificate as aforesaid, or without due 
notice to the superintendent registrar, or without cer- 
tificate of notice duly issued, or without license, in 
case a license is necessary under this Act, or in the 
absence of a registrar or superintendent registrar where 
the presence of a registrar or superintendent registrar 
is necessary under this Act, the marriage of such per* 
sons, except in any case hereinafter excepted, shall be 
null and void : provided always, that nothing herein 
contained shall extend to annul any marriage legally 
Bolenmized according to the provisions of an Act passed 
in the fourth year of His late Majesty George the 
Fourth, intituled *' An Act for amending the Laws 
respecting the Solemnization of Marriages in England." 

48. [In cases offravdtdent marriage, tlie guilty party 
to forfeit all property accruing from the marriage as in 
4 Geo. 4, c. 76 (a)] . 

44. Promsions of Registry Jet extended to this Act,] 
And be it enacted, that this Act shall be taken to be 
part of the said Act for registering births, deaths, and 
marriages, as ftdly and effectually as if incorporated 
therewith, and that all the provisions and pentdties of 
the said Act relating to any registrar or register of 
marriages, or certified copies thereof, shall be taken to 
extend to the registrars and registers of marriages to be 
solemnized under this Act, and to the certified copies 
thereof, so far as the same are applicable thereunto. 

45. Extent of Act.] And be it enacted, that this Act 
shall extend only to England, and shall not extend to 
the marriage of any of the royal family. 

(a) Repealed by Statute Law Bevidon Act, 1874, being saper* 
seded by the provision in 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, b. 19. 
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SCHEDULES to which this Act refers. 



SCHEDULE (A), 
Notice of Marriage (ft). 



SCHEDULE (B). 
Superintendent registrar's certificate (6). 



SCHEDULE (C). 
License of Marriage (ft). 



SCHEDULE (D). 

' I, John Cox, registrar of the district of Stepney, in the county 
of Middlesex, do hereby certify, that this is a true copy of the 
entries of marriage re^stered in the said district from the entry 
of the marriage of John Wood and^»9i Simpson, number oite, to 
the entry of James Smith and Martha Gfreen, mnnber fourteen, 
IVitness my hand this^^^ day of July, 1837. 

(Signed) John Cox, 

Kegpbstrar. 

[The italics in this schedule to be filled np as the case 
maybe.] 



(5) These schedules are repealed by Statute Law Bevision Act, 
1874> bdng superseded by schedules annexed to 19 & 20 Vict. 

€.119. 



THE 

MARRIAGES AND REGISTRATION ACTS 
(AMENDMENT ACT), 1837. 



7 WILL. 4, AND 1 YICT. Cap. 22 (a). 

An Act to explain and amend two Acts passed in the 
last Session of Parliament, for Marriages, and for 
registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages, in Eng- 
land. 80th June, 1887. 

6 & 7 WiU. 4, c. 85 ; 6 & 7 WiU. 4t, c. 86.— Jtf^on- 
ifig of the words notice to the registrar and registrar's 
certificate.] Whereas by an Act made in the last 
session of parliament, intituled ** An Act for Marriages 
in England," and by another Act, intituled " An Act 
for registering Births, Deaths, and Marriages in Eng- 
land," sundry provisions were made for the duties of 
superintendent registrars and also of registrars and 



Note — ^The portions of this statute printed in itdUes within 
brackets are repealed. 

(a) This AciC which for convenience is cited in the present 
collection as 1 Yict. c. 22, is incorporated with the Births and 
Deaths Registration Acts of 1836 and 1874. 
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deputy registrars of births, deaths, and marriages, 
which several provisions require to be farther explained 
and amended : and whereas the recited Acts require 
amendment in other respects : be it therefore enacted 
by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by |and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and 
temporal, and Commons, in this present parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, that 
where in the said Act for marriages in England provi- 
sion is made for giving notice of marriage to any 
registrar, and where in the last-recited Act, or any 
schedule thereunto annexed, mention is made of any 
such notice, or of the registrar's certificate of any such 
tiotice, the same shall be construed respectively to 
mean the notice to be given to the superintendent 
registrar, and the certificate thereof to be issued by 
the superintendent registrar, according to the pro- 
visions for that purpose contained in the last-recited 
Act (b). 

2. [Certijicate of baptismal name to be made by 
registrar or superintendent registrar, as the case m^iy 
le (c).j 

8. Superintendent registrars unduly issuing licenses 
or solemnizing marriages, guilty of felony. 1^ And be it 
enacted, that every superintetident registrar who shall 
knowingly and wilfully issue any license for marriage 



(5) This emendatory enactment removes the difficulty which 
had arisen from the mention by mistake of the registrar instead 
of the superintendent registrar in several parts of the Mar- 
riages Act, 1836, including the important form of notice of 
marriage. 

(c) Repealed by Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874, 
which makes fresh provision on the subject. 
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after the expiration of three calendar months after the 
notice shall have been entered by the gnperintendeni 
registrar, as provided by the said Act for marriages, 
or who shall knowingly and wilfolly solemnize or 
permit to be solemnized in his office any marriage 
in the last-recited Act declared to be null and void, 
shall be guilty of felony (a). 

4. [Whereunto committals shall he (&)] . 

5. Begistrar OeneraVs certificate of frivolous caveat 
to be emdence.] And be it enacted, that for the pur- 
pose of enabling any person to recover costs and 
damages in any action, as provided by the said Act 
for marriages, from any person who shall have entered 
a caveat on frivolous grounds with the superintendent 
registrar, a copy of the declaration of the Begistrar 
General purporting to be sealed with the seal of the 
General Register Office shall be evidence that the 
Begistrar General has declared such caveat to have 
been entered on frivolous grounds, and that they ought 
not to obstruct the grant of such license or issue of 
the certificate, as the case may be; and such 
declaration shall have the effect of the declara- 
tion required in such case by the said Act for mar- 
riages (c). 

6. \pommencement of marine register hook {d)] . 



(a) By section 40 of the Marriages Act» 188^ the penalty fbr 
nndoly issuing licenses or solemnizing marriages is hj mistake 
imposed npon the registrar, 

(b) Bepealed by Births and Deaths Registration Ace, 1874, 
which msSces fresh provisions on the subject. 

(c) See sect. 37 of the Marriages Act, 1836. Caveats may be 
lodged under sect. 13 of that Act. 

(d) Bepealed by Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874. 



7 Wm. 4, and 1 Viet. e. 22. 106 

7. [Privilege of franking extended to the United 
^Kingdom (e)] « 

8* Place of birth or death may be inserted in the 
register. 1 And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful 
for the Register General, if he shall think fit, to direct 
that the place of birth or death of any person whose 
birth or death shall be registered under the said Act 
for registering births, deaths, and marriages, shall be 
added to the entry in snch manner as the Registrar 
C^eral shall direct ; and such addition, when so made, 
shall be taken to all intents to be part of the entry in 
the register (/). 

9. Provision for including extra-parochial places in 
registrars' districts {jg). 

10. Begistrar General may unite districts,] And be 
it enacted, that it shall be lawful for the Begistrar 
General, if he shall see fit, with the approval of [one of 
Her Majesty^ s principal secretaries of state (h)] to unite 
any two or more unions, parishes, or places for which 
a board of guardians shall have been established under 
the Act last aforesaid, or any two or more superinten- 
dent registrars' districts into one superintendeiit 



(e) Bepealed by the Statute Law Bevision Act, 1874. 

(f) In pomiaiioe of the power here given, tiie Begistrar 
General on Srd Jaly, 1837, iasned an order for the insertion of 
the place of birth or of death in the entry, and the first column 
of the register (following the No.) is now headed "VHien and 
Where Bom," or *• VHien and Where Died." 

O) By the operation of the Act 20 Yict. c. 19, and 31 & 32 
l^ct. c. 122, 8. 27, providing for the relief of the poor in extra- 
parochial places, the character of those places has been essentially 
changed, and they have either become parishes, or have been 
annexed to a^oining parishes, "mth a few exceptions* 

(A) Local Grovemment Board. 

F 8 
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registrar's disiriot ; and in every such case of nnion 
the Registrar General shall declare hy wjbich board of 
gnardians the superintendent registrar shall thence- 
forward be appointed; and the superintendent 
registrar of the nnion, parish, or place for which such 
board is established shall from the time of snch union 
be the sole superintendent registrar of such united 
district; and every provision of the said Acts for 
marriages, and for registering births, deaths, and. 
marriages, relating to superintendent registrars, and 
to the districts under their superintendence, and to 
boards of guardians within such districts, shall apply^ 
to every such superintendent registrar, and to every 
such district, and to the board of guardians so selected 
and declared; and all register boxes, keys, books, 
documents, and papers in the possession of any super- 
intendent registrar who shall cease to be under the 
provisions of this Act shall be delivered to the superin- 
tendent registrar of the united district, and may be 
recovered in the manner provided by the last-recited 
Acts (a) and shall be removed from the office of the 
person ceasing to be superintendent registrar to the 
office of the superintendent registrar of the united 
district ; and the office of every superintendent regis- 
trar ceasing to be such under the provisions of this Act 
shall from the time of such union as last aforesaid 
cease to.be a register office within the meaning of the 
said last-recited Acts, and it shall be lawful for the 
commissioners of Her Mcyesty's treasury, or any three 
of them, to cause to be repaid out of the consolidated 
fond such sum as the board of guardians shall have 
legally paid, or for which they may have lawfully 

(a) See sect. 15 of 6 & 7 WilL 4 c. 8^ as to proceedingB to 
obtain poBsession of register books, &c 
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lecome liable as such guardians, for the sole purpose 
of providing a register office ; and in every case in 
'which such union as last aforesaid shall be intended 
to take place the Begistrar General shall give public 
notice thereof , and of the time when the same, shall 
take effect, by advertisement in the "London Gazette," 
and in some newspaper circulating within the county ; 
and every such union shall take effect from the 
day named in such advertisement in the '^ London 
Gazette " {b). 

11. Begistrar General may divide union into dis- 
tricts.] And be it enacted, that it shall be lawful for 
the Begistrar General, . if he shall see fit, with the ap- 
proval of [one of Her Majesty's principal secretaries of 
state (c)] , to divide any union, parish, or place, or any 
superintendent registrar's district, into two or more 
superintendent registrars' districts, and notice of every 
such division shall be published in the ** London 
Gazette "; and in every such case the guardians shall 
appoint a sufficient number of persons, with such 
qualifications as the Begistrar General may by any 
general rule declare to be necessary, to be superinten- 
dent registrars of the new districts, and shall also appoint 



(h) By sect. 22, of Births and Deaths Eegistration Act, 1874 
the power here given to unite two or more unions into one 
superintendent registrar's district is extended to any incorpora-. 
tion under a local Act, which may be dealt with in like manner 
as if it were a poor law union. These provisions do not take 
away from the guardians of an annexed union or incorporation 
the right of appointing registrars of births and deaths to act 
therein. Each of the unions, &c., united under this section is 
to contribute to the expense of providing and upholding a 
register office in proportion to its population: Births and Deaths 
Begiitration Act, 1874 sect. 34. 

(c) Local Qovemment Board. 
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the district (a) for which the clerk to the gnardians or 
other person who may have been theretofore appointed 
as superintendent registrar of the whole union, parish, 
or place, shall continne to be superintendent registrar ; 
and every provision of the said recited Acts for 
marriages, and for registering births, deaths, and 
marriages, relating to superintendent registrars, and 
the districts under their superintendence, shall apply 
to every superintendent registrar so appointed, and to 
the district for which he shall be so appointed (b). 

12. As to locality of superintendent registrar's office.} 
And be it enacted, that the superintendent registrar's 
office shall be taken, for the purposes of the said Act, 
for marriages, and for registering births, deaths, and 
marriages, and of this Act, to be within the district of 
which it is the register office, although not locally 
situated therein. 

13, If guardians neglect to form registrars' districts, 
poor law commissioners shall form them, and appoint 
registrars thereto.} And be it enacted, that in case any 
such board of guardians of any union, parish, or place 
as aforesaid shall not have divided such union, parish, 
or place into registrars* districts, with the approval of 
the Registrar General, before the first day of July now 
ensuing in case the said board was established before 
the first day of March now last past, or within three 



(a) The wording here is obscure as to appointing the district 
for which the superintendent registrar of tiie old district shall 
eontinue to act ; but it was obviouiBly intended that the Regpfttrar 
General should appoint the district* although the words would 
admit of a different construction. 

(5) This section is extended to temporaiy districts and inoor* 
porations under local Acts by sect. 22 cc Births and Deatiis 
Begistration Act, 1874. 
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calendar months next after their estahlishment in case 
the said board shall have been established on or after 
the said first day of March, the poor law commissioners 
for England and Wales shall divide snch union, parish, 
or place into registrars' districts, and shaU appoint a 
registrar to each of snch districts, qualified according 
to the provisions of the said Act for registering births, 
deaths, and marriages; and every registrar so ap- 
pointed shall hold his office daring the pleasure of the 
Begistrar General. 

14. If guardians neglect to appoint registrars or super- 
intendent registrars the Registrar General to appoint 
them.] And be it enacted, that in every case in which 
the clerk to any such board of guardians shall not 
think fit or shall be disqualified to accept the office of 
superintendent registrar, and the guardians shall refuse 
or neglect during fourteen days after being required so 
to do by the Begistrar General to appoint a superin- 
tendent registrar properly qualified, and in every case 
of vacancy of the office of registrar or superintendent 
registrar in any such union, parish, or place in which 
the guardians shall refuse or neglect during fourteen 
days after such vacancy to appoint a registrar or super- 
intendent registrar properly qualified, the appointment 
shall lapse to the Begistrar General (c). 

15. Begistrar General may appoint an assistant to 
act for him in certain cases,] And be it enacted, that 
the Begistrar General shall have power, subject to the 
approval of the commissioners of the treasury, to 



(0) This provision is intended to obriate the inoonyenienoe 
which might arise to the public from, a prolong^ delay on the 
part of the g^uardians in filling np a vacancy in the office of 
superintendent registrar or registrar. 
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appoint by writmg under his hand a fit person to act 
as his assistant in the case of the illness of the Begis^ 
trar General ; and every snch assistant, while so acting, 
shall have all the powers and duties, and be subject to 
all the provisions and penalties declared by the said 
Acts for marriages, and for registering birtli, deaths, 
and marriages, in England, and by this Act, or any of 
them ; except that snch assistant shall not have power 
to make or declare any general rale, or to rescind or 
alter any order, regulation, or approval signified and 
made by the Eegistrar General in writing under his 
hand, or to dismiss any person from any ofBce holden 
during the pleasure of the Registrar General. 

1 6. [Superintendent registrar may appoint a deputy to 
act for him in certain cases (a)] . 

17. If more than one clerk to the hoard of guardians^ 
which of them to be superintendent registrar (5).] 

18. Exemption of registrars from parochial and cor- 
porate offices.'] And be it enacted, that every registntr 
of births and deaths and every registrar of marriages 
appointed under the provisions of the said Acts or 
eillier of them shall be freed and exempted from being 
returned and from serving on any jury (c) or inquest, 

(a) Eepealed by Births and Deaths Eegistration Act, 187^^ 
wMch makes fresh provisions on the subject. 

(b) As in each union only one person is now appointed to the 
office of clerk to the board of guardians, this section is practically 
inoperative. 

(c) Eegistrars are no longer exempt from the obligation o£ 
serving on juries, not being included in the schedule of exemp- 
tions under the '* Juries Act, 1870/' As to parochial offices, it 
has been held that the appointment of a registrar as overseer of 
the poor is not void; and in order to render it so, he must 
app^ to the sessions under the 43 Qeo. 3, c. 2, 8. 6 : Meg, ▼• 
Chester JJ., 4 Jur. 484. 
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and from every parochial and corporate office what- 
ever. 

19. Guardians may borrow money for providing 
register offices.] And be it enacted, that for better 
enabling £t register offices to be provided it shall be 
lawful for any such board of guardians to borrow 
money for that purpose, and to charge the amount of 
the sum borrowed on the future poor rates of the 
parish, union, or place of which they are the guar- 
dians, in the manner provided by the said Act for 
amending the laws relating to the poor with respect to 
moneys borrowed for building workhouses for the relief 
of the poor (d) ; save only that the yearly instalments 
by which any money borrowed as aforesaid shall be 
repaid shall not be less than one-twentieth of the sum 
borrowed, with interest on the same, and need not be 
more in any one year. 

20. If guardians neglect to provide a register' offi^ie^ 
Commissioners of treasury may direct it to he provided,] 
And be it enacted, that in any case in which any such 
board of guardians shall neglect or refuse to provide 
and uphold a register office according to the provisions 
of the said Act for registering births, deaths, and mar- 
riages, it shall be lawful for the commissioners of the 
treasury, or any three of them, on the application of 
the Begistrar General to give directions for providing 
and upholding the same, and to expend a sum not 
exceeding three hundred pounds in providing the same, 
and also all sums needful for the repair and maintenance 
thereof from time to time, in case the guardians shall 



(<Q See sect. 24 of 4 & 6 WiU. 4, c. 76, which enables goar- 
diuis to boRow money for bnildiiig workhouses to be repaid by 
instalments. 
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continne to refase or neglect to repair and uphold the 
same ; and it shall be la^vrfiil for the said commissioners^ 
or any three of them, to make an order from time to 
time on such guardians for the repayment, out of the 
moneys coming to their hands as snch gnardians, of 
all snms so to be from time to time expended, and snch 
order shall be binding npon the said gnardians, and the 
gnardians shall also be bonnd to pay ont of the moneys 
coming to their hands as snch gnardians all costs and 
expenses incurred by or nnder the direction of the said 
commissioners in making and enforcing snch order. 

21. [Siibstitute for register office until the same is 
provided (a)]. 

22. Registrar Oeneral to limit the number of registrars 
of marriage,'] And be it enacted, that the Begistrar 
General shsdl be authorized to fix from time to time 
the number of registrars of marriage to be appointed 
by any superintendent registrar ; and no superintendent 
registrar shall have power to appoint more than the 
number so fixed for him to appoint. 

28. Provision for mxirriages in the Welsh tongue,'] 
And be it enacted, that the Begistrar General, under 
the direction of one of Her Majesty's principal secre- 
taries of state, shall take order that the solemn declara- 
tion and form of words provided to be used in the case 
of marriages under the said Act for marriages (b) be 
tmly and exactly translated into the Welsh tongue, 
and shall cause the same so translated to be famished 
to every registrar of marriages throughout Wales, and 
in all places where the Welsh tongue is commonly 



(a) Bepealed by Births and Deaths Kegistration Act^ 1847« 
lb) See sect. 20 of the 6 & 7 WiU. 4, c. 86. 
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used ; and it shall be lawful to use the declaration and 
form of words so translated, and published by autho- 
rity, in all places where the Welsh tongue is commonly 
used or preferred in such manner and form and to the 
same intents and purposes as by the said Act is pre- 
scribed in the English tongue. 

24. [Notices of marriage to be suspefided in the super' 
intendent registrar's office, instead of being read at the 
meeting of guardians, and particulars of the same sent to 
the registrar (c)] • 

25. [Cost of parochial marriage register books and 
JormSy how to be defrayed (d)] . 

26. Certified copies of register boohs to be made up 
quarterly. 7 Will. 4, c, 1.] And be it enacted, that the 
certified copies of the entries of births, deaths and mar- 
Ti&ges required by the said Acts for marriages, and for 
xegistering births, deaths, and marriages [or by an Act 
passed in this session of parliament, intituled *^ An Act to 
suspend for a limited time the operation of two Acts passed 
in the last session of parliament, for registering births^ 
deaths and marriages in England, " and for marriages in 
^England] (e), to be made and delivered to the superin- 
tendent registrar, and also the certificates to be made 
and delivered to the superintendent registrar that there 
has been no birth, death, or marriage registered since 
the delivery of the last certificate, shall in every case 
be made up and refer respectively to the last days of 
March, June, September, and December then next pre- 

fc) Bepcaled by Statute Law Bevision Act^ 1874. 

\d) B4>ealed by Births and Deaths Begistration Acts 1874. 

[e) The words in brackets are repealed by the Statute Law 
Bevision Act, 1874 ; the Act referred to in the text is also re- 
pealed by the same statute. 
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eeding, and not to the time of the making or delivery 
of snch certified copy or certificate when made on any 
Bnbseqnent day. 

27. Clergymen to be paid for making register in 
duplicate.] And whereas it is required by the said 
Act for the registering births, deaths, and marriages (a), 
that every rector, vicar, and cnrate shall register in 
duplicate the particulars of every marriage solemnized 
by him, one of which registers he is also required to 
deliver when filled to the superintendent registrar of 
the district in which such church or chapel may be 
situated, and also four times in every year to deliver 
to the said superintendent registrar a true copy, cer- 
tified by him under his hand, of all the entries of 
marriages in the register book kept by him since 
the last certificate : be it enacted, that the said superin- 
tendent registrar shall pay or cause to be paid to 
the said rector, vicar, or curate the sum of sixpence 
for every entry contained in such certified copy, which 
isum shall be reimbursed to the said superintendent 
registrar by the guardians or overseers of the union, 
parish, or place for which he shall be appointed super- 
intendent registrar as aforesaid, in like manner as by 
the said Act is provided for the payment of the regis- 
trar on production of his accounts to the superinten- 
dent registrar (6). 

, 28. Penalty for neglecting to send certified copies of 
register books.'] And be it enacted, that every person 

(a) See section 31 of 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86. 

(h) It will be seen that the effect of this section which assigns 
to the clergy the sum of sixpence for every entry in the quarterly 
certified copies made by them, is not correctly shown by the 
marginal rabric referring to registers in duplicate. Neither 
registrars of marriages, nor regisl^ars of births and deaths reoeiye 
any spedfic payment for furnishing their certified copies. 
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yrho under the provisions of the said Acts for mar- 
riages, and for registering births, deaths, and mar- 
riages, or either of them, as amended by this Act, is 
reqnired to make and deliver to any superintendent 
registrar a certified copy of the entries of any births, 
deaths, or marriages registered by him, or the certifi- 
ficate required by the said Acts, as amended by this 
Act, and that there have been no entries since the last 
. certificate, and who after being duly required to deliver 
such certified copy of such certificate as aforesaid shall 
refase or during one calendar month neglect so to do, 
shall be liable for every such offence to forfeit a sum 
not exceeding ten pounds, to be recovered as other 
penalties for offences against the said Acts are made 
recoverable : provided always, that in such case a 
moiety of the penalty shall not go to the informer, 
but the whole shall go to the Eegistrar General, or 
such other person as the commissioners of the treasury 
shall appoint, for the use of Her Mfyesty. 

29. Certificates, dc, required to he given to any super- 
intendent registrar may he given to any registrar, who is 
to forward the same, dc,'] And be it enacted, that in 
every case in which any rector, vicar, or curate is 
required by either of the said Acts for marriages and 
for registering births, deaths, and marriages, or by this 
Act, to give or deliver any notice, certificate, or certi- 
fied copy to any superintendent registrar, it shall be 
sufficient for such rector, vicar, or curate to give or 
deliver the same to some registrar under the superin- 
tendence of such superintendent registrar ; and every 
registrar, on receiving any such notice, certificate or 
certified copy, shall give or deliver the same to the 
superintendent registrar ; and each superintendent shall 
direct the registrars of births and deaths, under his 
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snperintendence qnarterly, or oftener if he shall think 
fit, or shall be ordered to do by the Begistrar General, 
to collect the notices, certificates, and certified copies 
from every rector, vicar, and cnrate within his 
district (a). 

80. Authority for administering oaths^ And for 
removing of all doubt with regard to the administra- 
tion of oaths, be it enacted, that every person before 
whom by the said Acts or either of them an oath is 
directed to be taken is hereby authorized to administer 
the same (6). 

81. \Ijmitation as to summary convictions (c)] . 

82. \8tamp dtUy not payable on licensing chapels for 
marriages (d)] . 

88. Banns may he published in chapels where mar- 
riages may be solemnized,] And be it enacted, that 
the banns of marriage of any persons may be published 
in any chapel licensed by the bishop, according to the 
provisions of the said Act for marriages, for the solem- 
nization of marriages, in which those persons might 
lawfully be married ; and instead of the notice required 
by the said Act the words "banns may be published 
and marriages may be solemnized in this chapel " shall 
be placed in some conspicuous part in the interior of 
every such chapel. 

84. Marriages may be in licensed chapels though 
only one of the parties is resident in the district, — 

(a) The certified copies, &c., are to be collected quarterly from 
the clergy residing within their snb-districts by the registrars, 
ivithin a stated time after the end of each quarter. 

(5) No oath is now necessary mider the Acts, bat a solemn 
declaration is accepted in lien thereof. 

(c) Repealed by Births and Deaths Begistration Act» 1874. 

la) Bepealed by Statute Law Bevis ion Act, 1874. 



7 Wm. 4, and 1 Vict. e. 22. 117 

PybUcation of banns where the parties reside in different 
districts.] And whereas doubts may arise whether 
under the said recited Acts it is lawful for the bishop 
to license chapels for marriages between parties one 
only of whom resides within the district specified in 
each license : be it therefore enacted and declared, 
that all snch licenses shall be construed to extend to 
and authorize marriages in such chapels between 
parties one or both of whom is or are resident within 
the said district : provided always, that where the 
parties to any marriage intended to be solemnized 
after publication of banns shall reside within different 
ecclesiastical districts the banns for such marriage 
shall be published as well in the church or chapel 
wherein such marriage is intended to be solemnized as 
in the chapel licensed under the provisions of the said 
recited Act for the other district within which one 
of the parties is resident, and if there be no such 
chapel then in the church or chapel in which the 
banns of such last-mentioned party might be legally 
published if the said recited Act had not been passed. 

85. Any building used exclusively as a Boman Catholic 
chapel for one year may be registered for celebration of 
marriages,'] And whereas certain provisions are made 
in the Act intituled '' An Act for marriages in England *' 
relating to the celebration of marriages in separate 
buildings {e) : be it enacted, that any building which, 
shall have been licensed and used during one year 
next before registration for public reHgious worship as 
a Boman Catholic chapel exclusively, shall be taken to be 
a separate building for the purpose of being registered, 
for the celebration of marriages, notwithstanding the 

(e) See sect. 18 of 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 85, as to registering build- 
ings for marriages. 
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same shall be nnder the same roof with any other build- 
ing, or shall form a part only of a bnilding (a). 

86. Notice to superintendent registrar, and issue of 
certificate by him, to he used and stand instead of 
hanns.] And whereas it is enacted in the said recited 
Act for marriages in England, that where by any law 
or canon in force before the passing of the said Act 
it is provided that any marriage may be solemnized 
after publication of banns, such marriage may be 
solemnized in like manner on production of the regis- 
trar's certificate as thereinafter provided : be it enacted, 
that the giving of notice to the superintendent regis- 
trar, and the issue of the superintendent registrar's 
certificate, as in the said Act and by this Act provided, 
shall be used and stand instead of the publication of 
banns to all intents and purposes, where no such 
publication shall have taken place ; and every parson, 
vicar, minister, or curate in England shall solemnize 
marriage after such notice and certificate as afore- 
said in like manner as after due publication of 
banns (b) ; provided always, that the church wherein 
any marriage according to the rites of the Church of 
England shall so be solemnized shall be within the 
district of the superintendent registrar by whom such 
certificate as aforesaid shall have been issued. 

(a) This provision is intended to meet the case of Roman 
Catholic chapels not being "separate" baildings, but connected 
by an internal communication with the dwelling of the priest, or 
xmder the same roof with rooms used for other purposes, as is 
sometimes the case in mansions. The word " licensed " in this 
section must be taken to mean ** certified according to law." 

(ft) This section imposed upon clergymen of the Church of 
England the obligation of solemnizing marriage upon the produc- 
tion of the superintendent registrar's certificate in the stead of 
banns ; but by sect. 11 of the 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, the accept- 
ance of the certificate instead of banns is optional, for that 
section enacts that no marriage under the Marriage Acts 1836 to 
1856 shall be solemnized in any church or chapel of the Church 
~' l^Ingland " without the consent of the minister thereof." 



MAKKIAGES ACT, 1840. 



8 & 4 YICT. Cap. 72. 



An Act to provide for the Solemnization of Marriages 
in the Districts in or near which the parties reside (c). 

7th August, 1840. 

4 Geo. 4, c. 76.-6 S 7 WiU. 4, c. 85.-7 WiU. 4 S 
1 Vict, c, 22. — Certificate of notice not to he granted for 
marriage out of the district where the parties dweU, 
except as heremafter enacted,] Whereas by an Act 
passed in the fourth year of the reign of King 
George the Fourth, intituled *^ An Act for amending 
the laws respecting the solemnization of marriage 
in England," it is provided, that in all cases 
where banns shall have been published, the 
marriage shall be solemnized in one of the parislt 
churches or chapels where such banns shall have been 
published, and in no other place whatsoever : and 
whereas by an Act passed in the seventh year of the 
reign of His late Majesty, intituled ^'An Act for 
marriages in England,'* provision is made for 
marriages intended to be solemnized in England, after 

((?) The title of this statute by no means expresses its main 
object, which was to allow marriages out of the districts of the 
i«8idenoe of the parties in cases where no registered pla^e of 
worship of their religious persuasion existed in such ^stricts. 
This condition is, however, no longer essential to the marriage of 
parties in a district in which neither of them resides, for by 
sect. 14 of 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, post, the superintendent 
re^strar may issue his certificate or license enabling parties to 
marry out of the district in which they reside in the usual place 
of worship of one of them. 



./< 
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notice given, according to the forms authorized by the 
last-recited Act, which Act has been explained and 
amended by an Act passed in the first year of the 
reign of Her present Majesty: and whereas it is 
expedient to restrain marriages nnder the said Act of 
His late Majesty from being solemnized oat of the 
district in which one of the parties dweUs, unless 
either of the parties dwells in a district within which 
there is. not any registered building wherein, under 
the provisions of the said Act of His late Majesty, asr 
explained and amended by the said Act of Her present 
Msy esty, marriage is solemnized according to the form, 
rite, or ceremony the parties see fit to adopt : be it 
therefore declared and enacted by the Queen's most 
excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and consent 
of the lords spiritual and temporal, and commons, in 
this present parliament assembled, and by the authority 
of the same, that it is not and shall not be lawful for 
any superintendent registrar to give any certificate of 
notice of marriage where the building in which the 
marriage is to be solemnized, as stated in the notice, 
shall not be within the district whereia one of the 
parties shall have dwelt for the time required by the said 
Act of His late Majesty, except as hereinafter is enacted. 

2. In what case marriage may be solemnized out of 
the district in which the parties dwell,] And be it 
enacted, that it shall be lawful for any party intending 
marriage under the provisions of the said Act of His 
late Majesty, in addition to the notice required to be 
given by that Act, to declare at the time of giving such 
notice, by indorsement thereon, the religious appella- 
tion of the body of ChristianB to which the party 
professeth to belong, and the form, rite, or ceremony 
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which the parties desire to adopt in solemnizing their 
marriage, and that, to the host of his or her knowledge 
and belief, there is not within the district in which 
one of the parties dwells any registered bnilding in 
which marriage is solemnized according to such form, 
rite, or ceremony, and the district nearest to the 
residence of that party in which a building is registered 
wherein marriage is so solemnized, and the registered 
building within such district in which it is intended to 
solemnize their marriage ; and after the expiration of 
[seven days (a)] or twenty-one days, as the case may 
require, under the said Act of His late Majesty, it 
shall be lawful for the superintendent registrar to 
whom any such notice shall have been given to issue 
his certificate (b) according to the provisions of that 
Act; and after the issuing of such certificate the 
parties shall be at liberty to solemnize their marriage 
in the registered building stated in such notice: 
provided always, that after any marriage shall have 
been solemnized it shall not be necessary in support of 
such marriage to give any proof of the truth of the 
facts herein authorized to be stated in the notice, nor 
shall any evidence be given to prove the contrary in 
any suit touching the validity of such marriage. 

8. Form of notice.] And be it enacted, that the 
additional notice hereinbefore authorized to be given 
may be according to the form in the schedule to this 
Act annexed, or to a like effect. 



(a) " One whole day " in the case of a license : see 19 & 20 
Vict. c. 119, s. 9. 

(b) There being an omission of words authorizing the super- 
intendent registrar to grant his license in such cases, as implied 
by the context, he was expressly empowered to do so by sect. 13 
of 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119. 
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4. Persons making false declarations guUty of perjury,'] 
And be it enacted, that every person who shall know- 
ingly and wilfully make any false declaration nnder the 
provisions of this Act, for the purpose of procuring any 
marriage out of the district in which the parties or one 
of them dwell, shall suffer the penalties of perjury (a) : 
provided always, that no such prosecution shall take 
place after the expiration of eighteen calendar months 
from the solemnization of such marriage. 

6. Provision as to marriages of members of the Society 
of Friends, and Jews,] Provided always, and be it 
enacted, that, notwithstanding anything hereia or in 
the said recited Acts or either of them contained, the 
Society of Friends, commonly called Quakers, and also 
persons professing the Jewish religion, may lawfully 
continue to contract and solemnize marriage according 
to the usages of the said society and of the said 
persons respectively, after notice for that purpose duly 
given, and certificate or certificates duly issued (6), 
pursuant to the provision of the said recited Act of His 
late Majesty, notwithstanding the building or place 
wherein such marriage may be contracted or solem- 
nized be not situated within the district or either of the 
districts (as the case may be) in which the parties shall 
respectively dwell. 

6. [Act may he amended this session (c)] . 

(a) The same penalty attaches to a wilfully false declaration 
as to other particulars in the notice of marriage, under sect. 2 of 
19 & 20 Vict. c. 119. 

(5) The marriages of Quakers and Jews may be solenmized by 
license : see 19 & 20 Vict, c 119, s. 21. 

(c) Repealed by Statute Law Beyision Act, 1874. 
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The SCHEDULE to which the Act refers. 



I, the undersigned and within-named James Smith do hereby 
declare that I, being [here insert a member of the Church of 
^higlcmd, a Roman Catholic, Independent, Baptist, Presbyterian, 
Unitarian, or such other description of the religion of the pa/rpy^, 
and the within-named Martha Qreen, in solemnizing our intended 
marriage, desire to adopt the form, rite, or ceremony of the 
{Soman Catholic Church, Independents, Baptists, Preshfterians, 
Unitarians, or other description of the form, rite, or ceremony 
the parties state it to be their desire to adopt^ ; and that to the 
best of my knowledge and belief there is not within the snperiu- 
tendent registrar's district in which [J dwell], or [in which the 
said Martha Cfreen dwelW], any registered building in which 
marriage is solemnized according to such form, rite, or ceremony ; 
and that the nearest district to [my dwelling place'}, or to [the 
dwelling place of the said Martha Oreen'], in which a building is 
reg^tered wherein marriage may be solemnized according to such 
form, right, or ceremony, is the [here insert the name by which 
the superintendent registrar's district is designated'] ; and that 
we intend to solemnize our marriage in the registered building 
within that district known by the name of [here insert the name 
hy which the building has been registered]. Witness my hand 
this tenth day of August one thousand eight hundred and forty, 

(Signed) James Smith, 

[The italics in this schedule to be filled as the case may be]. 
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MARRIAGES IN IRELAND ACT, 1846. 



9 & 10 VICT. Cap. 72 (a). 

« 

An Act to amend the Act for Marriages in Ireland, and 
for registering snch Marriages. 

26th Angnst, 1846. 

MaiTiages intended to he solemnized in Ireland between 
parties one of whom resides in England, notice of the 
same to be given to the superintendent registrar of the 
district in England within which the party resides seven 
days preceding, rfc, b dl Will, 4, c. 86.] Whereas 
an Act was passed in the session of parliament holden in 
the seventh and eighth years of the reign of Her present 
Majesty, intituled " An Act for marriages in Ireland, 
and for registering snch marriages :" and whereas it is 
expedient to amend the provisions of the same in 
respect of marriages of parties, one of whom may 
reside in England or Scotland : be it therefore enacted 



(a) This Act enables any person resident in England desirous 
of being ioarried in Ireland to g^ve notice to tbe superintendent 
reg^trar of the district in which he or she resides, and to obtain 
at the expiration of 8ef>en days his certificate for marriage by 
license in Ireland, and on the production of the same to the 
registrar there, he may grant a license for the marriage. But the 
registrar in Ireland cannot grant his license for marriage in a 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in a Boman CSatholic church or 
chapel, or in a certified Presbyterian meeting house. 
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by the Queen's most excellent Majesty, by and with 
the advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and tem- 
poral, and Commons, in this present parliament assem- 
bled, and by the authority of the same, that in any 
case of a marriage intended to be solemnized in- Ireland 
between parties, one of whom shall be resident in 
England, such party so resident in England shall give 
notice in the form used in England in that behalf, or 
to the like e£fect, to the superintendent registrar of the 
district within which such party shall have dwelt for 
not less than seven days then next preceding, and shall 
state therein the name and surname and the profession 
or condition of each of the parties intending marriage, 
the dwelling-place of each of them, and the time, not 
being less than seven days, during which each has 
dwelt therein, and the church or other building in 
which the marriage is to be solemnized ; provided that 
if either party shall have dwelt in the place stated in 
the notice more than one calendar month, it may be 
stated therein that he or she hath dwelt there one 
month and upwards ; and such notice shall be dealt 
with in such manner, and such certificate shall be given 
by such registrar in such manner^ as is^prescribed in'an 
Act of the sixth and seventh years of the reign of His 
late Majesty King William the Fourth intituled ** An 
Act for Marriages in England,*' provided that in such 
case such certificate shall not be issued before the 
expiration of seven days from the entry of such notice 
as aforesaid; and from and after the expiration of 
seven days from the issuing of such certificate the pro- 
duction of the same to the person duly authorized 
under the provisions of the said first-recited Act to 
grant a license for marriage in such case shall be as 
valid and effectual to all intents and purposes for au- 
thorizing such person to grant a license for marriage, 
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and snch certificate shall be as valid and effectual for 
all other purposes nnder the provisions of the said first- 
recited Act as any certificate of a registrar of a district 
in Ireland would be under the said Act if such party 
giving such notice were resident within such district 
in Ireland, and the other party to such intended mar* 
riage were also resident within another registrar's 
district in Ireland. 



THE MARRIAGES ACT, 185a 



19 & 20 VICT. Cap. 119 (a). 

An Act to amend the Provisions of the Marriage and 
Registration Acts. 29th July, 1856. 

edl Will. 4, c. 85.— 1 Vict. c. 22.-8 d 4 Vict. 
c. 72.] Whereas an Act was passed in the session 
holden in the sixth and seventh years of the reign of 
King William the Fourth, chapter eighty-five, intituled 
^* An Act for marriages in England;" and another Act 
was passed in the first year of the reign of Her Majesty, 
chapter twenty-two, intituled ** An Act to ei^plain and 
amend two Acts, passed in the last session of parlia- 
ment, for marriages, and for registering hirths, deaths, 
and marriages, in England;" and another Act was 
passed in the session holden in the third and fourth 
years of Her Migesty, chapter seventy-two, intituled 
« An Act to provide for the solemnization of marriages 
in the district in or near to which the parties resides :" 
and whereas it is expedient to alter and ^mend the 
provisions of the said recited Acts, so far as is herein- 



(a) This Act is incorporated with the Acts recited in the prQr 
amble, the seyeral provisions of which are to continue in full 
force except where they are ** expressly altered" by the present 
Act, or are "at variance" with it : see sect. 20. 
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after provided : be it therefore enacted by the Queen's 
most excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, and 
Commons, in this present parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

1. No notice of marriage to he read or published 
hefore poor law guardians, or he transmitted to the clerk 
of such guardians.] In case of any party intending 
marriage under the provisions of any of the said recited 
Acts, or of this Act, no notice of such intended mar- 
riage shall be read or published before the guardians 
of any poor law union or parish or place, or be trans- 
mitted by any superintendent registrar to the clerk of 
any such guardians. 

2. Eveiy notice of marriage to he accompanied hy a 
solemn declaration, hy one of the parties, that there is no 
lawful hindrance to such marriage, dc, — Persons wU' 
fully making false declardtion to suffer the penalties of 
perjwy.] In case any party shall intend marriage, 
under the provisions of any of the said recited Acts or 
of this Act, the party so intending marriage shall, at 
the time of giving to the superintendent registrar or 
respective superintendent registrars, as the case may 
be, the notice required by the said recited Acts or 
either of them, make and sign or subscribe a solemn 
declaration in writing, in the body or at the foot of such 
notice, that he or she believes that there is no impedi- 
ment of kindred or alliance or other lawful hindrance 
to the said marriage, and that the parties to the said 
marriage, in case the marriage is intended to be had 
without license, have, for the space of seven days 
immediately preceding the giving of such notice, had 
their usual place of abode and residence within the 
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district of the saperintendent registrar or respective 
snperintendent registrars to whom snch notice or 
notices, as the case may be, shall be so given ; or, in 
case such marriage is intended to be had by license, 
that one of the said parties hath for the space of fifteen 
days immediately preceding the giving of snch notice 
had his or her usnal place of abode and residence 
within the district of the snperintendent registrar to 
whom snch notice shall be so given (a) ; and when either 
of the parties intending marriage, and not beiag a 
widower or widow, shall be under the age of twenty- 
one years, the party making such declaration shall 
further declare that the consent of the person or persons 
whose consent to such marriage is by law required has 
been given, or (as the case may be) that there is no 
person whose consent to such marriage is by law 
required : and every declaration so made as aforesaid 
shall be signed and subscribed, by the party making 
the same, in the presence of the superintendent 
registrar to whom the notice of marriage containing such 
declaration is given (b), or in the presence of his deputy, 
or of some registrar of births and deaths, or of mar- 
riages, for the district in which the party giving such 
notice resides, or of the deputy of such registrar, who 
shall respectively attest the same by adding thereto his 



(a) In the case of marriage hy license where the parties reside 
in different districts notice to the snperintendent registrar of one 
district is sufficient (sect. 6) ; but one of the parties most have 
dwelt fifteen days in the district where notice is g^ven. 

(h) It is held that the words here employed will not authorize 
a snperintendent registrar to attest a notice of marriage to be 
giyen to another superintendent registrar. As to the attestation 
and giving of marriage notices, residence, impediments of kindred 
or alliance, or other lavrful hindrance, consent in the case of 
minors, and other formalities preliminary to marriage, see The 
Marriage Law of Ungland, by J. T. Hammick, published by 
Shaw and Sons. 

a 8 
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name, deseription, and place of abode ; and no certifi- 
cate or license for marriage shall be issued or granted 
pursuant to any such notice as aforesaid unless the said 
notice be accompanied by such solemn declaration duly 
made and signed or subscribed and attested as afore- 
said ; and every person who shall knowingly or wil- 
fully make and sign or subscribe any false declaration, 
or who shall sign any false notice for the purpose of 
procuring any marriage under the provisions of any of 
the said recited Acts or this .Act, shall suffer the penal- 
ties of pequry (a). 

8. Form of notice of marriage,'] Every notice of 
marriage which shall be given under the provisions of 
any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, after this 
Act shall have come into operation, shall be in the 
form of schedule (A) to this Act annexed, or to the 
like effect; and in every case where the marriage is 
intended to be had and Bdemnized under tiie provi^ons 
of the said recited Acl^of the third and fourth years of 
Her Majesty, chapter seventy-two, such notice shall, in 
addition to the several particulars comprised in the said 
schedule, contaip the declaration required to be made 
by one of the parties to such intended marriage, pursuant 
to the second section of the said last-mentioned Act ; 
and the superintendent registrar to whom any such notice 
of marriage shall be so given shall forthwith enter the 
particulars, and the date thereof, and the name of the 
party giving the same, into the marriage notice book ; 
and for every such entry the superintendent registrar 
shall be entiUed to have a fee of one shilling. 



(a) See a]flo sect. 18, where the same offence and penalty are 
mentioned. 
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4. Notice of marriage without license to be affixed in 
superintendent registrar's office.] In case any party 
shall intend marriage without license under the provi- 
sions of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, 
the superintendent registrar to whom notice of such 
intended marriage has heen given shall cause the notice 
of marriage, or a true and exact copy thereof, aa 
entered in the marriage notice hook, under the hand of 
such superintendent registrar, to he suspended or affixed 
in some conspicuous place in the office of the said 
superintendent registrar during twenty-one successive 
days next after the day of the entry of such notice in 
Mb marriage notice book, before any marriage sbaU 
be solemnized in pursuance of such notice (b), and 
after the e2q[>iration of twenty-one days next after the 
day of the entry of such notice in his marriage 
notice book the superintendent registrar shall issue 
under his hand, upon the request of the party giving 
such notice, a certificate in the form or to the effect of 
the certificate set forth in schedule (B) to this Act 
annexed, provided that in the meantime no lavirful im- 
pediment to the issuing of such certificate be shown to 
the satisfaction of the same superintendent registrar, 
and provided the issue of such certificate shall not have 
been forbidden in the manner provided by either of the 
said firstly and secondly recited Acts by some person or 
persons authorised in that behalf ; and every such cer- 
tificate shall state the particulars set forth in the said 
notice, and the day on which the same notice was 
entered, and that the issue of such certificate has not 



{b) This suspension of the marriage notice, or a copy of it, in 
the district register office is substituted for the reading of it 
before the board of guardians, required by the Marriages Act, 
1836 ; but this provision has no reference to notice of marriage 
by license; as to which see sect. 5. 



182 The Marriages Act, 1856. 

been forbidden by any person or persons anthorized in 
that behalf ; and for every such certificate the superin- 
tendent registrar shall be entitled to have and receive 
a fee of one shilling ; and at any time within three 
calendar months next after the day of the entry of such 
notice the intended marriage may be solemnized under 
the authority of the said certificate ; and every superin- 
tendent registrar's certificate for marriage duly issued 
under the provisions of this Act shall have the same 
force, validity, and e£Eect as the like certificate issued 
under the provisions of the said recited Acts or either 
of them would have had in case this Act had not been 
passed. 

5. Notice of marriage by license not to be suspended 
in the office of superintendent registrar. 1 In case any 
party shall intend marriage by license under the pro- 
visions of any of the said recited Acts or of this Act, 
notice of such intended marriage shall not be suspended 
in the office of the superintendent registrar, but the 
party giving the same shall state therein that such 
marriage is intended to be celebrated by license (a). 

6. In case of marriage by license, notice to be given 
to the superintendent registrar of one district, which 
shall be sufficient."] In any case of marriage intended 
to be solemnized by license, under the provisions of 
either of the said two firstly recited Acts or of this 
Act, between parties both of whom do not dwell in the 
same superintendent registrar's district, it shall not be 
required that notice of such intended marriage shall be 



(a) Tho notice in the case of marriage by license is merely 
entered in the *' marriage notice book" to await the application for 
the license. 
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given to more than one superintendent registrar, but a 
notice to the superintendent registrar of the district in 
which one of the parties so intending marriage resides 
ehall be sufficient {h), and it shall not be required that the 
said notice shall state how long each of the said parties 
resided in his or her dwelling place, but only how long 
the party residing in the district in which the notice is 
given has so resided. 

7. Notice of marline udthout license may be given in 
Irelandf if one of the parties reside there.'] In every 
case in which one of the parties intending marriage 
without license, under the provisions of any of the said 
recited Acts or of this Act, shall dwell in Ireland, the 
party so dwelling in Ireland shall give notice in the 
form there used in that behalf or to the like effect to 
the registrar of the district in Ireland within which 
such party shall have dwelt for not less than seven 
days then next precediug, and shall state therein the 
name and surname and the profusion and condition 
and age of each of the parties intending marriage, and 
also the dwelling-place of each of them, and the time, 
not being less than seven days, during which he or she 
shall have dwelt therein, and also the church or other 
building in which the marriage is to be solemnized ; 
provided that if either party shall have dwelt in the 
place stated in the notice as his or her dwelling place 
more than one month it may be stated that he or she 
hath dwelt therein one month and upwards ; and such 
notice shall be dealt with in the manner and such 



(5) This will not dispense with the requirement in sect. 2, 
that the notice shall state that one of the parties has resided 
fifteen days within the district of the superintendent registrar 
to whom the notice is given. 
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certificate for marriage shall be given by snch registrar 
in the mode respectively prescribed in an Act passed in 
the session holden in the seventh and eighth years of 
the reign of Her present Majesty, chapter eighty-one, , 
intituled <<An Act for Marriages in Ireland, and for 
registering snch Marriages," as amended by another 
Act passed in the session holden in the ninth and tenth 
years of the same reign, chapter seventy-two, intituled 
« An Act to amend the Act for Marriages in Ireland, 
and for registering snch Marriages," provided that in 
snch case the certificate for marriage shall not be 
issued before the expiration of twenty-one days next 
after the day of the entry of such notice, as in the first 
of the said two last-mentioned Acts is provided ; and 
from and after the issuing of such certificate the produc- 
tion of the same to any person duly authorized under 
the provisions of this Act to solemnize a marriage shall 
be as valid and effectual for authorizing such person to 
solemnize such marriage as the production of a certifi- 
cate for marriage of a superintendent registrar of a 
district in England would be under any or either of 
said three firstly hereinbefore recited Acts, if the party 
giving such notice were resident within such district, 
and the other party to such intended marriage were 
also resident within another superintendent registrar's 
district in England (a), [and past marriages of the kind 
are declared to be valid] . 



(a) This enactment {mutatis mutandis) is similar to that of 
the Irish Marriage Act, 9 & 10 Vict. c. 72 {ante\ except that 
that statute applies to marriages in Ireland hy license only, 
whereas the present section relates only to marriages in England 
without license. Under its provisions a person resident in Ire« 
land may give notice there to the registrar and obtain a certifi- 
cate enabling him or her to be married in England without the 
necessity of a preyioos residence in this country. 
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8. Certificate of proclamation of banns in Scotland as 
to party resident there, equivalent to superintendent regis- 
trar's certificate.] In every case in which one of the 
parties intending marriage without license, under the 
provisions of any of the said recited Acts or this Act, 
shall dwell in Scotland, a certificate of proclamation 
of banns in Scotland under the hand of the session 
clerk of the parish in which such proclamation shall 
have been made shall, when produced to any person 
duly authorized under the provisions of this Act to 
solemnize a marriage, be as valid and e£fectual for 
authorizing such person to solemnize such marriage as 
the production of a certificate for marriage of a super- 
intendent registrar of a district in England would be, 
under any or either of the said three firstly-recited 
Acts, in reference to a party resident within such 
district (b), 

9. In cases of marriage by license, certificate of the 
notice thereof may be given by the superintendent regis- 
trar (unless the marriage be forbidden), and ther^pon 
the marriage may be solemnized,] Every superinten- 
dent registrar receiving notice of an intended marriage 
to be solemnized by license as aforesaid shall, after 
the expiration of one whole day next after the day of 
the entry of such notice in his marriage notice book, 
issue under his hand, upon the request of the party 
giving such notice, a certificate in the form or to the 
effect of the certificate set forth in the said schedule (B) 

(h) By tliiB provision persons resident in Scotland are enabled 
to marry without license in England without being ohliged to 
take up a previous residence on this side of the border. There is 
no similar enactment enabling persons resident in England to 
obtain a certificate of banns or of notice to. the superintendent 
registrar with a view to marriage in Scotland. 
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to this Act annexed, and also a license to many (a), 
provided that in the meantime no lawful impediment 
to the issuing of such certificate be shown to the satis- 
faction of the same superintendent registrar, and pro- 
vided the issue of such certificate shall not have been 
forbidden in the manner provided by either of the said 
firstly and secondly recited Acts by some person or 
persons authorized in that behalf; and every such 
certificate shall state the particulars set forth in the 
said notice, and the day on which the same notice was 
entered, and that the issue of such certificate has not 
been forbidden by any person or persons authorized in 
that behalf; and for every such certificate the super- 
intendent registrar shall be entitled to have and receive 
a fee of one shilling ; and at any time within three 
calendar months next after the day of the entry of such 
notice the intended marriage may be solemnized under 
the authority of the said license ; and every superin- 
tendent registrar's certificate and license for marriage 
duly issued under the provisions of this Act shall have 
the same force, validity, and e£Eect as the like certifi- 
cate and license issued under the provisions of the said 
recited Acts or either of them would have had in case 
this Act had not been passed. 

10, Form of license for marriage.] The form of a 
license for marriage so to be granted as aforesaid to 
any party or parties^ by the superintendent regis- 
trar of any district as aforesaid, shall be in the form or 

(a) The mterval between the giving of notice and the issue of 
the license is by this Act reduced from seven days, as required by 
the Marriage Act of 183$, to one day after the day of the entry 
of the notice; for instance, if the notice is given and entered on 
a Monday, the license (with its accompanying certificate) may 
be issued on the Wednesday following. 
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to the 6£feci of the license set forth in schedule (C) 
to this Act annexed ; and for every such license the 
superintendent registrar granting the same shall he 
entitled to have and receive of the party requiring the 
same the sum of one pound ten shillings, over and 
ahove the amount paid for the stamps necessary on 
granting such license (&). 

11. Mode of solemnizing marriages in registered 
buildings,] No such marriage as aforesaid shall he 
solemnized in any registered huilding without the con- 
sent of the minister or of one of the trustees, owners, 
deacons, or managers thereof, nor in any registered 
building of the Church of Bome without the consent of 
the officiating minister thereof, nor in any church or 
chapel of the United Church of England and Ireland 
without the consent of the minister thereof, or in such 
latter case by any other than a duly quaHfied clergy- 
man of the said united church, or with any other forms 
or ceremonies than those of the said united church, 
any statute or statutes to the contrary notwithstand- 
ing (c). 



(b) The stamps are two shillings and sixpence on the notice, 
and ten shillings on the license. 

(c) The effect of this section, as regards marriages in regis- 
tered bnildings, is to take away any absolute right which the 
Marriages Act of 1836 was supposed to give to persons to be 
married in the place of worship named in the notice of marriage. 
The consent of the minister, or that of one of the ruling autho- 
rities of the place of worship, is made a necessary condition to 
the solemnization of any marriage within the building. So, also, 
with respect toRoman Catholic chapels and churches, and churches 
of the Established Church, marriages cannot be celebrated with- 
out the consent of the minister thereof; and as to the clergy of 
the Church of England, this section virtually repeals sect. 36 of 
the Marriages Act, 1837. 



188 The Maniages Act, 1866. 

12. Persons desirous may add the religtoits ceremony 
ordained by the church.] If the parties to any mar- 
riage contracted at the register office of any district 
conformably to the said recited Acts or any of them, 
or to. the provisions of this Act, shall desire to add the 
religions ceremony ordained or nsed by the chnrch or 
persuasion of which snch parties shall be members to 
the marriage so contracted, it shall be competent for 
them to present themselves for that purpose to a 
clergyman or minister of the chnrch or persuasion of 
which parties shall be members, having given notice 
to such clergyman or minister of their intention* so to 
do ; and such clergyman or minister, upon the pro- 
duction of their certificate of marriage before the 
superintendent registrar, and upon the payment of the 
customary fees (if any), may, if he shall see fit, in the 
church or chapel whereof he is the regular minister, 
by himself or by some minister nominated by him, 
read or celebrate the marriage service of the persuasion 
to which such minister shall belong : provided always, 
that no minister of religion who is not in holy orders 
of the United Church of England and Ireland shall under 
the provisions of this Act officiate in any church or chapel 
of the United Church of England and Ireland ; but 
nothing in the reading or celebration of such service shall 
be held to supersede or invalidate any marriage so pre- 
viously contracted, nor shall such reading or celebration 
be entered as a marriage among the marriages in the 
parish register : provided also, that at no marriage 

solemnized at the registry office of any district shall 
any religious service be used at such registry office (a). 

(a) This section, it should be observed, permits a religious 
ceremony or service to be added only where the marriage has 
been contracted in the district reg^ter office, and consequently 
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18. Superintendent registrars to whom notice is given 
may grant license for marriage (under 8 c^ 4 Vict» 
c. 72) in a disfrict in which neither of the parties 
resides.] When any marriage is intended to be 6olem'» 
nized, between parties not of the Society of Friends, 
commonly called Quakers, or not professing the Jewish 
religion, by license under the provisions of the before- 
recited Act of the third and fourth years of Her 
Majesty, chapter seventy-two, in a registered bnilding 
situated in a district within which neither of the parties 
resides, it shall be lawful for the superintendent regis- 
trar to whom notice of such intended marriage shall 
have been given to grant to the party applying for the 
same a license for such marriage to be solemnized in 
the registered building stated in such notice; and 
every license and certificate granted in pursuance of 
this enactment shall be as valid and e£fectual to all 
intents and purposes as if the same had been granted 
by the superintendent registrar of the district in which 
the registered building wherein the marriage is intended 
to be solemnized is situated (5). 

14. Superintendent registrar may grant license for 
marriage to he solemnized in registered building out of 



without a religions service, the use of which at marriages there 
contracted is prohibited. This snbseqnent ceremony is not to 
snpersede or invalidate the prior marriage, and is not to be 
entered in the marriage regpister books. A fresh celebration or 
reading of a religions service after marriage has been already 
celebrated in a registered place of worship, is not permitted by 
this section ; and in any case not here provided for the perform- 
ance of a marriage ceremony without banns, license, or the 
snperintendent registrar's certificate, is a felony. 

( h) By this section, an inconsistency in the Marriages Act of 
1840, which does not authorize in express terms the superinten- 
dent registrar to issue his license as well as certificate under the 
Act, is removed. 
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the district wherein the parties reside, provided it he the 
usual phice of worship of one of them.'] When any 
marriage is intended to be solemnized under the pro- 
visions of any of the before-recited Acts or of this Act, 
in the asaal place of worship of the parties so intending 
marriage, or one of them, and snch place of worship 
shall be a registered bnilding, situated ont of the dis- 
trict of their, his, or her residence, it shall be lawful 
for the superintendent registrar or respective super- 
intendent registrars to whom notice of such marriage 
shall have been given to grant to the party applying 
for the same a license or certificate, as the case may 
be, for such marriage to be solemnized in the registered 
building stated in such notice, provided such building 
be situated not more than two miles beyond the limits 
of the district in which the notice of such marriage 
lias been given, and the party giving notice of such 
marriage shall at the time of giving the same state 
therein, in addition to the description of the building 
in which the marriage is to be solemnized, that it is the 
usual place of worship of one of the parties, and shall 
also state the name of the party whose usual place of 
worship it is ; and every license and certificate granted 
in pursuance of this enactment shall be as valid and 
effectual, to all intents and purposes, as if the same 
had been* granted by the superintendent registrar of 
the district in which the registered building wherein 
the marriage is intended to be solemnized is situ- 
ated (a). 



(a) The effect of this section is to extend the operation of the 
Marriages Act of 1840 to persons whose usual place of worship is 
near the district in which they reside, bnt not actually within it. 
The " nsnal" place of worship mentioned in the notice of mar- 
riage mnst be situated not more than two miles beyond the 
limits of the district in which notice is ^ven ; and the name of 
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16. EegUtrar General may appoint registrars of mar- 
riages; and appointment of registrars of marriages by 
superintendent registrars to he subject to the approval of 
Registrar Oeneral.] The Begistrar General shall have 
power and he is hereby aathorized from time to time 
to appoint, by writing under his hand, snch person or 
persons as he may think fit, with snch qnalifications as 
the said Begistrar General by any general mle shall 
have declared to be necessary, to be a registrar or 
registrars of marriages within the district of any 
superintendent registrar ; and every appointment to be 
hereafter made by any superintendent registrars of any 
person or persons to be a registrar or registrars, for 
the purpose of being present at marriages to be 
Bolenmized under and by virtue of any or either of the 
said recited Acts or of this Act, shall be by writing under 
the hand of such superintendent registrar, and shall be 
subject to the approval of the Begistrar General (5). 

16. Registrar of marriages may appoint a deputy."] 
Every registrar of marriages, already appointed or 
hereafter to be appointed, shall be and he is hereby 
empowered, subject to the approval of the Begistrar 
General, to appoint, by a writing under his hand, a fit 
person to be and to act as his deputy, in case of the 
illness or unavoidable absence of such registrar ; and 
every such deputy, while so acting, shall have all the 



the party whose usual place of worship it is must be stated in 
the notice. Proof that the building was the usual place of 
worship of either of the parties is not necessary to the validity 
of any marriage. (Sect. 17.) 

(h) By this section authority is given to the Beg^trar General 
to appoint registrars of marriages in common with the superin- 
tendent registrars; and such appointments when made by the 
latter officers are subject to the approval of the Begistrar 
General, during whose pleasure the registrars hold office. 
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powers and daties and be subject to all the provisions 
and penalties in the said recited Acts or any or either 
of them given, imposed, and contained concerning 
registrars of marriages ; and every such deputy shall 
hold his office during the pleasure of the registrar by 
whom he was appointed, but shall be removable by 
the Registrar General ; and every registrar of marriages 
shall be civilly responsible for the acts and omissions 
of his deputy ; and in case any registrar of marriages 
shall die, or otherwise cease to hold his office, his 
deputy shall become the registrar of marriages in his 
place until the appointment of another registrar of 
marriages shall have been made, and notified to him 
by the superintendent registrar or by the Registrar 
General, and shall, while continuing such registrar, 
have the same powers and duties and be subject to the 
same provisions and penalties as any other registrar of 
marriages. 

17. Proof of observance of this Act aiid of the recited 
Acts, matters not necessary to the validity of marriages,'] 
After any marriage shall have been solemnized, under 
the authority of any of the said recited Acts or of this 
Act, it shall not be necessary in support of such mar- 
riage to give any proof of the actual dwelling or of the 
period of dwelling of either of the parties previous to 
the marriage within the district stated in any notice 
of marriage to be that of his or her residence, or of the 
consent to any marriage having been given by any per- 
son whose consent thereto is required by law, or that 
the registered building in which any marriage may 
have been solemnized had been certified according to 
law as a place of religious worship, or that such build- 
ing was the usual place of worship of either of the 
parties, nor shall any evidence be given to prove the 
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contrary in any suit or legal proceedings touching the 
validity of such marriage; and all marriages which 
heretofore have heen or which hereafter may be had 
or solemnized, nnder the anthority of any of the said 
recited Acts or of this Act, in any building or place of 
worship which has been registered pursuant to the 
provisions of the said Act passed in the sixth and 
seventh years of His late Majesty King William the 
Fourth, chapter eighty-five, but which may not have 
been certified as required by law, shall be as valid 
in all respects as if such place of worship had been so 
certified (a). 

18. Penalty on making false declaration^ or giving 
false notice.] Any person who shall knowingly or 
wilfully make any false declaration or sign any false 
notice required by this Act for the purpose of pro- 
curing any marriage, and every person who shall forbid 
the granting by any superintendent registrar of a 
certificate for marriage by falsely representing himself 
or herself to be a person whose consent to such mar- 
riage is required by law, knowing such representation 
to be false, shall suffer the penalties of perjury (6). 

19. In case of fraudulent marriages, the guilty party 
to forfeit all property accruing from the marriage, as in 
4 Geo. 4, c. 76.] If any valid marriage shall be had 
under the provisions of any of the said recited Acts or 
this Act, by means of any wilfully false declaration, 
notice, or certificate made or obtained by either party 



(a) This declaratory clanse is an extension of the prOYisions of 
sect. 25 of the Marriages Act of 1836. 

{h) See the similiar enactment in the Marriages Act, 1836, 
sect. 38. 
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to such marriage as to any matter in which a solemn 
declaration, notice, or certificate is required, it shall be 
lawfnl for Her Majesty's Attorney General or Solicitor 
General to sue for a forfeiture of all the estate and 
interest in any property accruing to the offending party 
by such marriage, and the proceedings thereupon and 
the consequences thereof shall be the same as are pro- 
vided in the like case with regard to marriages solemnized 
by license between parties under age according to the 
rites of the Church of England in the statute passed in 
the fourth year of the reign of His late Majesty King 
George the fourth, chapter seventy-six (a). 

20. Nothing to altera dc.y provisions of existing Acts^ 
except where at variance with this Act.l Except where 
the provisions of the said recited Acts are expressly 
altered by or are at variance with the provisions of 
this Act, nothing herein contained shall alter, repeal, 
or affect, or be construed so as in any manner to alter, 
repeal, or affect, any of the several provisions and 
clauses contained in the same Acts or any of them, 
but, except as aforesaid, the same provisions and 
clauses respectively shall be and remain in full force 
and effect as if this Act had not been passed ; and this 
Act shall, except as aforesaid, be considered as incor- 
porated with the same provisions and clauses, and be 
construed in connexion therewith ; provided that, save 
as hereinafter mentioned, none of the provisions of 
this Act shall limit or alter, or be construed to limit or 
alter, the privileges of persons belonging to the Society 
of Friends, commonly called Quakers, or of persons pro- 
fessing the Jewish religion, or imposed on either of 

(a) This section, like the preceding one, is a re-enactment of 
provisions contained in the Marriages Act, 1836. 
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Bnch bodies any obligations beyond such as are enacted 
in either of the said recited Acts. 

21. Marriages of Quakers or Jews may be solemnized 
by license.'] Any marriage according to the usages of 
the Society of Friends commonly called Quakers, or to 
the usages of persons professing the Jewish religion 
respectively, where the parties thereto are both mem- 
bers of the said society, or both persons professing the 
Jewish religion respectively, may be solemnized by 
license (which license the superintendent registrar to 
whom notice of the intended marriage shall have been 
given is hereby authorized to grant in the form or to 
the effect set forth in the said schedule (C) to this 
Act annexed), as effectually in all respects as if such 
marriage were solemnized after the issue of a certificate 
by such superintendent registrar in the manner 
provided by the said recited Acts or any of them ; and 
the provisions in this present Act contained in relation 
to the solemn declaration to be made by the party 
intending marriage, and to the statement to be con- 
tained in the notice of such intended marriage that 
such marriage is intended to be celebrated by license, 
and to the notice to be given of any such intended 
marriage by license, and to the giving of certificates in 
the form or to the effect set forth in schedule (B) to 
this Act annexed, and to the fee and stamp to be paid 
for such license, shall be applicable in all respects 
to every such marriage to be solemnized by license 
according to the usages of the said society or to the 
usages of persons professing the Jewish religion re- 
spectively (6). 

(h) By an omission, doubtless the resolt of inadvertence, in the 
Marriages Act of 1836, no provision was made for the marriages 
of Quakers and Jews 5y license. This section permits their 

H 



146 The Marriages Act, 1866. 

22. Registrar General to furnish marriage register 
books and forms to each certified secretary of a synagogue 
of British Jews,] The Registrar General shall famish 
or cause to be famished to the person whom twenty 
householders professing the Jewish religion, and 
being members of the West London Synagogne of 
British Jews, shall certify in writing under their hands 
to the Begistrar General to be the secretary of the 
West London Synagogne of British Jews, and also to 
every person whom snch secretary shall in like manner 
certify to be the secretary of some other synagogne of 
not less than twenty householders professing the 
Jewish religion, and being in connexion with the West 
London Synagogue, and having been established for 
not less than one year, a sufficient number in duplicate 
of marriage register books and forms for certified 
copies thereof; and every secretary of a synagogue to 
whom such books and forms shall be furnished under 
this Act shall perform the same duties in relation to 
the registration of marriages between persons profess- 
ing the Jewish religion as under an Act passed in the 
session of parliament held in the sixth and seventh 
years of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, 
chapter eighty-six, intituled '* An Act for registering 
births, deaths, and marriages in England,** are to be 
performed by the secretary of a synagogue to whom mar- 
riage register books and forms for certified copies thereof 
have been or shall be furnished under that Act (a). 



marriages by license a^xsor^ng to their nsages,— Quakers in their 
meeting houses, and Jews in their synagogues or in private 
houses. 

(a) The object of this section is to secure to certain synagogues 
which are not in connexion with the " London Committee of 
Deputies of the British Jews/' the same privileges as are secured 
to British Jews in general hy the Marriages and Registration 
Acts of 1836. 



r 
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23. Marriages under this Act good and cognizable.] 
Every marriage solemnized under any of the said 
recited Acts or of this Act shall be good and cogniz- 
able in like manner as marriages before the passing of 
the first-recited Act according to the rites of the Church 
of England. 

24. [Kecites the Act of 15 & 16 Vict. c. 86.— 
Begistrar General to allow searches to be made, and 
give extracts from the returns of certified places of 
worship made to him in pursuance thereof on payment 
of specified fees (6).] 

25. Act not to extend to Ireland or Scotland.] Save 
as herein expressly provided, this Act shall not extend 
to Ireland or Scotland. 

26. Commencement of Act.] This Act shall come 
into operation on the first day of January one thou- 
sand eight iiundred and fifty-seven, and none of the 
provisions thereof shall take effect previous to that 
day. 



(h) The number of places of worship certified to the bishops, 
archdeacons, and clerks of the peace from the time of the 
Toleration Act o£ Will, and Mary to the Act of 15 & 16 Vict 
c. 36 (repealed by the 18 & 19 Vict. c. 81, post), and included in 
the retnms made to the Begistrar (General, is 54,804^ but snch 
of the buildings as have not become disused for religious worship 
have for the most part been rebuilt, and thereupon certified to 
the Registrar GeneraL 
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SCHEDULES. 



SCHEDULE (A). 
Form of Notice of Marriage, 

To the Superintendent Registrar of the district of 
Hendon in the county of Middlesex, 

I, the undersigned James Smithy hereby give you notice, that 
a marriage is intended to be had without [or by, as the case 
mag be'], license within three calendar months from the date 
hereof between me and the other party herein named and de- 
scribed : (that is to say), — 



Name, 
and 
sur- 
name. 


Con- 
dition. 


Bank 
or 
Pro- 
fession. 


Age. 


Dwelling 
Place. 


Length 

Resi- 
dence. 


Church or 
Building 
in which 

the 

Marriage 

is to be 

solemnized. 


District 

and County 

In which 

the Parties 

respectively 

dwell. 


James 
Smith 

Martha 
Green. 


Widoioer. 
Spinster. 


Iron- 
monger. 


Twenty- 
five 
Years. 

Nine- 
teen 
Tears, 


16, High-st. 

Hendon, 
Middlesex. 

Orove 
Farm, Tun- 
bridge, 
Kent. 


Seven or 

Fifteen 

Days, as 

the Case 

maybe. 

More 

than a 

Month 


Sion Chapel, 

West Street, 

Tunbridge, 

Kent. 


Sendon, 
Middlesex, 

Tunbridge, 
Kent. 



And I hereby solemnly declare, that I believe there is no impedi- 
ment of kindred or alliance or other lawful hindrance to the 
said marriage, and that J, the above-named Jannes Smith, have, 
for the space oi fifteen days immediately preceding the giving of 
this notice, had my usual place of abode and residence 
\If the m^xrriaffe is intended to be had in a church or chapel of 
the Church of England insert in this place the following words, 
** in the parish of ," or " in the ecclesiastical 

district of ,** {as the case may be), and add the 

name of the parish or ecclesiastical district in which one of the 
parties resides^ within the above-mentioned dbtrict of Hendon, 
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[And I Airther declare, that I am not a minor under the age 
of twenty-one years, and that the other party herein named and 
described is not a minor under the age of twenty-one years. 
{Tf one or both of the parties he under a^e these words must he 
expunged,)} {Or as the case may he.) 

And I further dechire that she [or I] the said Martha Green, 
not being widow [or widower], is [or am] a minor under the age 
of twenty-one years, and that the consent oi George KiVpin whose 
consent to her [or my] marriage is required by law, has been 
duly given and obtained thereto [or "that there is no person 
whose consent to her [or my] marriage is by law required " {as 
the case ma/y he). 

And I make the foregoing declarations solemnly and delibe- 
rately, conscientiously believing the same to be true, pursuant to 
the provisions of an Act passed in the twentieth years of Her 
Majesty Queen Victoria, chapter 119, intituled "An Act to 
amend the Provisions of the Marriage and Registration Acts/' 
well knowing that every person who shall knowingly or wilfully 
make and sign or subscribe any false declaration, or who shall 
sign any false notice, for the purpose of procuring any marriage 
under the provisions of the said Act above mentioned or any of 
several Acts therein recited, shall suffer the penalties of perjury. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto set and subscribed my hand, 
tinajifth day of January, 1857. 

James Smith. 
Signed and declared by the above 

named James Smith in the 

presence of 



•} 



[Sere let the witness attest the signature of the party 
giving the notice according to one or other of the following 
" examples ": — ] 



Example 


Name of Witness. 


Description. 


Place of 
abode. 


1 


John Cox. 


Superintendent Registrar 
of Hendon District [or 
Deputy Superintendent 
Registrar of Hendon dis- 
trict.^ 


Hendon 
Middleaex. 


2 


Peter Oreen, 


Registrar of Marriages for 
the Hendon District, 


Hendon 
Middleaex, 
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SCHEDULE (B). 



Form of Superintendent Registrai's Certificate, 

li John Cox, superintendent registrar of the district ofSiendon, 
in the county of Middlesex, do hereby certify, that on the fifth 
day of January y 1857, notice was dnly entered in the marriage 
notice book of the said district of the marriage intended between 
the parties hereinafter named and described, and of such mar- 
riage being intended to be solemnized wifhowt {or by, as the case 
may he~\, license, delivered under the hand of James Smith, one 
of the parties; (that is to say), — 



Name. 


Con- 
dition. 


Bank 
or 
Pro- 
fession. 


Age. 


Dwelling 
Place. 


Length 

Resi- 
dence. 


Church or 
Building 
in which 

the 

Marriage 

is to be 

solemnized. 


District 
and County 

in which 

the Parties 

respectively 

dwell. 


James 
Smith. 

Martha 
Oreen. 


Widovjer. 
Spinster, 


Iron- 
monger. 


Ttjoenty- 

five 

Years. 

Nine- 
teen 
Tears. 


16, High-st., 

Hendon, 
Middlesex. 

Orove 

Farm^ Tun- 

bridge, 

Keni, 


Fifteen 
Days, 

More 
than a 
Month 


Sion Chapel, 

West Street, 

Tunbridge, 

Kent, 


JE[end07i, 
Middlesex, 

Tunbridge, 
Kent, 



Date of entry of notice, \ The issue of this certificate has not 
6th Jawuary, 1857. f been forbidden by any person 

Date of certificate given, i authorized to forbid the issue 
2^th January, 1857. ] thereof. 

Witness my hand, this twenty-seventh day of January; 1857. 



(Signed) 



John Cox, 



Superintendent Kegistrar. 



This certificate will be void unless the marriage is solemnized 
within three calendar months after the date of the entry of notice, 
namely, on or before thQ fifth day of April, 1857. 
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SCHEDULE (C). 

JFbrm of St^eriiUendetU Begistra/i's License for Marrioffe, 

To A,B, of in the county of and CD, 

of in the county of I, the undersigned 

superintendent registrar of the district of in the 

county of send greeting : 

Wheseas in pursuance of some or one of the statutes next 
hereinafter mentioned made and now in force concerning the 
contracting and solemnizing of marriages in England ; (that is 
to say), an Act passed in the seventh year of His late Majesty 
King William the Fourth, chapter eighty-five ; an Act passed in 
the fii'sfc year of Her present Majesty, chapter twenty-two ; an 
Act passed in the fourth year of Her said Majesty, ch'pter 
seventy-two ; and an Act passed in the twentieth year of Her 
said Majesty, chapter one hundred and nineteen; one of you 
did c a the day of give due notice of your inten- 

tion to enter into a contract of marriage, and you are desirous 
that such marriage should be speedily performed at in 

the district of : and whereas it has been made to appear 

to my satisfaction that in regard to your said intended marriage 
you have severally in all respects complied with the provisions 
and requirements of the above-mentioned statutes, so far as such 
provisions and requirement are applicable to and binding upon 
you or either of you : and whereas no impediment of kindred or 
alliance or other lawful hindrance to the said marriage has been 
shown to exist : and whereas the certificate required by law has 
been duly issued by me : now, therefore, I, the said superinten- 
dent registrar by virtue of the power and authority vested in 
me in that behalf, do hereby grant unto you the aforesaid A.B. and 
CD. full license and permission to proceed in due form of law 
to contract and solemnize such marriage at in the said 

district at any time within but not after the expiration of three 
calendar months next following the day of 

Witness my hand, this day of 

JS.F, 
Superintendent Registrar of the 
above-mentioned district. 



MISOELLAJ^EOUS STATUTES 

IMPOSING DUTIES ON THE OFFICERS 

VKDSB 

THE BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES 
REGISTRATION ACTS. 



NON-PAROCHIAL REGISTERS ACT, 1858. 



21 & 22 VICT. Cap. 25 (a). 

An Act to amend the Act concerning Non-parochial 
Registers, and the Acts for Marriages, and for regis- 
tering Births, Deaths, and Marriages, in England, 
and concerning Vaccination. 14tii June, 1858. 

Preamble.] Whereas by an Act passed in the 
session of parliament holden in the third and fourth 
years of Her Majesty (chapter ninety- two), " for en- 
abling courts of justice to admit non-parochial regis- 
ters as evidence of births or baptism, deaths or burials, 
and marriages," provisions were made for the deposit 
in the General Register Office of certain non-parochial 
registers, and for making the same receivable in evi- 
dence, and other provisions were thereby made in 
relation to such registers (6) : and whereas by com- 
mission under the great seaJ, bearing date the first 



(a) This Act is to be construed with the Registration of Births 
and Deaths Acts, 1836 and 1874 ; bnt the whole Act is repealed 
except sections one to four. See 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, 5th 
schedule. 

(b) Under the Act here cited about 7,000 non-parochial regis- 
ters were deposited in the General Register Office, and the original 
registers or sealed extracts therefrom were made legal evidence. 
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day of January, in the twentieth year of the reign of 
Her Majesty, certain persons were appointed commis- 
sioners to inquire into the state, custody, and authen- 
ticity of any registers or records of birlis or baptism, 
deaths or hurials, and marriages lawfully solemnized, 
kept in England or Wales, other than the parochial 
registers. (The preamble then recites the terms of 
the royal commission, and refers to the report of the 
commissioners.) Be it therefore enacted, &c. 

1. Certain registers to be deposited with the Registrar 
General] The Eegistrar General of births, deaths, 
and marriages in England shall receive and deposit in 
the General Eegister Office all the registers and records 
of births, baptisms, deaths, burials, and marriages 
now in the custody of the said commissioners, and 
which they have by their said report recommended 
to be deposited in the General Kegister Office in the 
custody of the said Eegistrar General, and which ar& 
mentioned in Appendix (A) to their said report. 

2. [Certain other registers may be deposited in the 
office after examination by order of secretsiry of state(c).] 

8» Sects. 5 to 19 of B d A Vict. c. 92, to extend to 
register's deposited under this Act.] The provisions of 
the said Act of the third and fourth years of Her 
Majesty, from section five to section nineteen, both 
inclusive (c?), and the rules, orders, and regulations 
made under the said Act, phall extend and be applica- 
ble to the registers or records deposited in the General 
Eegister Office under this Act, in like manner as the 



(c) This enactment is spent, its operation having been limited 
to registers sent for examination before the passing of the Act, 
but too late for the commissioners' report. 

(d) These sections require lists to be made of the non-parochial 
registers deposited with the Registrar General, which are to be 
open to search, and certified extracts may be had therefrom upon 
payment of fees, such extracts under seal, as well as the original 
registers, to be evidence in courts of justice. 

H 3 
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same are applicable to the registers or records deposited 
under the said Act of the third and fourth years of Her 
Majesty. 

4. Power to increase salary of Registrar General, but 
to include all duties under this Act, dc] So much of 
the Act of the session holden in the sixth and seventh 
years of King William the Fourth, chapter eighty-six, 
as enacts that the salary of the Registrar General of 
births, deaths, and marriages in England shall not at 
any time exceed the sum of one thousand pounds 
yearly, shall be repealed ; and it shall be lawful for 
the commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to ap- 
point from time to time the salary of the said Eegis- 
trar General, so that the same shall not at any time 
exceed the sum of twelve hundred pounds yearly : 
the salary so to be appointed to be deemed to include 
the remuneration for all duties which under any Act 
or Acts of parHament the said Registrar General is or 
may hereafter be appointed or required to perform. 

[Sects. 5, 6, and 7, being the remainder of the Act, 
are repealed by the Births and Deaths Registration Act 

1874.] 



PLACES OF WORSHIP CERTIFYING 

ACT, 1855. 



18 & 19 VICT. Cap. 81. 



An Act to amend the Law concerning the certifying 
and registering of Places of Religious Worship in 
England. 80th July, 1865. 

Preamble,] Whereas by an Act of the first session 
of the first year of King William and Queen Mary, 
chapter eighteen (a), and an Act of the fifty-second 
year of Kmg George the Third, chapter one hundred 
and fifty-five, places of meeting of congregations or 
assemblies for religious worship of Protestants (save 
as therein excepted with respect to places of worship 
of the Established Church and otherwise) were re- 
quired to be certified to the bishop's or archdeacon's 
court, or to the general or quarter sessioneT of the 
peace, and to be registered in such court, and recorded 
at such sessions : and whereas by an Act of the thirty- 
first year of King George the Third, chapter thirty-two, 
every place of congregation or assembly for religious 
worship of persons professing the Roman Catholic 
religion is required to be certfied to and recorded at 
the general or quarter sessions of the peace : and 



(a) The important Act for exempting Protestant Dissenters 
from the penalties of certain laws known as the ''Toleration 
Act." 
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whereas by the two following Acts respectively, that is 
to say, an Act of the session holden in the second and 
third years of King William the Fourth, chapter one 
hundred and fifteen, and an Act of the session holden 
in the ninth and tenth years of Her Majesty, chapter 
fifty-nine. Her Majesty's subjects professing the Koman 
Catholic religion, and Her Majesty's subjects professing 
the Jewish religion, in respect of their places for reli- 
gious worship, are made subject to the same laws as 
Protestant Dissenters : and whereas by an Act passed 
in the session holden in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, places of 
meeting of congregations or assemblies for religious 
worship of Protestant Dissenters are required to be 
certified to the Kegistrar General of births, deaths, 
and marriages in England, and to be recorded in the 
General Eegister Office, in lieu of being certified to and 
registered and recorded in the bishop's or archdeacon's 
court, and at the general or quarter sessions, as herein- 
before mentioned : and whereas it is expedient that all 
places of religious worship, not being churches or 
chapels of the Established Church, should, if the con- 
gregation should desire, but not otherwise, be certified 
to the said Kegistrar General : be it therefore enacted by 
the Queen's most Excellent Majesty, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal, 
and Commons, in this present parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

1. [15 & 16 Yict. c, 86, repealed, but the certifying 
of places of worship thereunder to have force and 
eflfect.] 

2. Places of worship to he certified to Registrar 
QeneraL] Every place of meeting for religious wor- 
ship of Protestant Dissenters or other fi'otestants, 
and of persons professing the Koman Catholic religion, 
by the said Acts of King William and Queen Mary, 
the thirty-first and fifty-second years of King George 
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the Third, and the fifteenth and sixteenth years of Her 
Majesty, chapter thirty- six, or any of them, required 
to be certified and registered or recorded, as therein 
mentioned, and not heretofore certified and registered 
or recorded in manner required by law, and every 
place of meeting for religious worship of persons pro- 
fessing the Jewish religion, not heretofore certified 
and registered or recorded as aforesaid, and every 
place of meeting for reUgious worship of any other 
body or denomination of persons, may be certified in 
writing to the Kegistrar General of births, deaths, and 
marriages in England, through the superintendent 
registrar of births, deaths, and marriages of the dis- 
trict in which such place may be situate ; and such 
certificate shall be in duplicate, and upon forms in 
accordance with schedule (A) to this Act, or to the 
like effect, such forms to be provided by the said 
Registrar General, and to be obtained (without 
payment) upon application to such superintendent 
registrar as aforesaid ; and the said superintendent 
registrar shall, upon the receipt of such certificate in 
duplicate, forthwith transmit the same to the said 
Registrar General, who, after having caused the place 
of meeting therein mentioned to be recorded as herein- 
after directed, shall return one of the said certificates 
to the said superintendent registrar, to be redelivered 
by him to the certifying party, and shall keep the 
other certificate with the records of the General Register 
Office. 

8. Places of meeting to be recorded.] The said 
Registrar General shall cause all places of meeting for 
religious worship certified to him under this Act to be 
recorded in a book to be kept by him for that purpose 
at the General Register Office, and no such place of 
meeting as aforesaid shall be certified to or registered 
in any court of any bishop or archdeacon, or be certi- 
fied to or recorded at any general or quarter sessions ; 
and the certifying to the said Registrar General of any 
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snch place of meeting for religions worship of Pro- 
testant Dissenters or other Protestants or Eoman 
Catholics, or persons professing the Jewish religion, 
and of any place of meeting for religious worship of 
any other body or denomination of persons, shall, sub- 
ject to the provisions herein contained, have the same 
force and effect as if such place had been duly certified 
and recorded or registered and recorded as before the 
passing of the said Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth 
years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty- six, was required 
by law, and such Act and this Act had not been 
passed* 

4. Places of meeting already certified^ save those 
certified under 16 ^ 16 Vict, c, 86, may he certified to 
Registrar General, and be recorded by him,] Any 
place of meeting for religious worship, heretofore 
certified and registered or recorded in manner required 
by law, and which continues to be used for religious 
worship, save any such place of meeting certified to 
the said Registrar General, under the said Act of the 
fifteenth and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter 
thirty- six, may, at any time after the passing of this 
Act be certified in writing to such Registrar General 
through the superintendent re^strar of the district in 
which such place may be situate, and shall be recorded 
by such Registrar General in manner hereinbefore 
mentioned concerning places of meeting not heretofore 
certified and registered or recorded. 

6. Fee of 2s, 6d, to he paid with certificate to super- 
intendent registrar,] Upon the delivery of every 
certificate to the superintendent registrar for trans- 
mission to the Registrar General for the purpose of 
being recorded under this Act, the person delivering 
the same shall pay to such superintendent regis- 
trar for his own use the sum of two shillings 
and sixpence, and it shall not be lawful to demand 
or take any greater fee or reward for the same respec- 
tively. 
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6. Notice to he given to Begistrar General of every 
place of meeting becoming disused for the purposes for 
which it was certified.] Whenever any places of meet- 
ing for religious worship which may have been certified 
under the said Act of the fifteenth and sixteenth years 
of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, or this Act, shall 
have wholly ceased to be used as a place of meeting 
for religious worship, the person or one of the persons 
who so certified or last certified the same (as the case 
may be), or the trustee or one of the trustees for the 
time being of such place of meeting, or the owner or 
occupier or one of the owners or occupiers thereof, 
shall, if then resident within the superintendent 
registrar's district within which such place shall be 
situate, forthwith give notice to the Eegistrar General 
through such superintendent registrar that such place 
has so ceased to be used as a place of meeting for 
religious worship, such notice to be in a form in 
accordance with the schedule (B) to this Act, or to the 
effect, and which form shall be provided by the said 
Begistrar General, and may be obtained (without 
payment) upon application to the said superintendent 
registrar ; and the person giving such notice shall sign 
the same in the presence of such superintendent 
registrar or of his deputy, who shall forthwith trans- 
mit the same through the general post to the Begistrar 
General at the General Begister Office. 

7. List of certified places to he printed,] The said 
Begistrar General shall, in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty- six, and also at such subsequent 
periods as one of Her Majesty's principal secretaries 
of state shall from time to time in that behalf order or 
direct, make out and cause to be printed a list of all 
places of meeting which have been certified to and 
recorded by him under the said Act of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty-six, 
or this Act, and the record of which has not been 
cancelled as hereinafter provided, and shall state in 
such list the county and superintendent registrar's 
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district within which each of such places of meeting is 
situated, and the religions denomination to which the 
persons for the time being certifying it belong, and 
shall cause a copy of such list to be sent to every 
superintendent registrar of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in England, and such list shall be open at all 
reasonable times to all persons desirous of inspecting 
the same, on payment to such superintendent registrar 
of a fee of one shilling. 

8. Direction in the Registrar General to cancel 
records of certificates of places of worship ceasing to be 
used as siLch,'] Whenever it shall appear to the satis- 
faction of the said Registrar General, from any notice 
which shall have been given to him as aforesaid or 
otherwise, that any certified place of meeting for 
religious worship has wholly ceased to be used as such, 
the said Registrar General shall cause the record of 
such certification to be cancelled, and shall give public 
notice of the cancellation thereof by advertisement in 
some newspaper circulating within the district in 
which such place of meeting is situated, and in the 
*' London Gazette," and shall also expunge the name 
of such place from the list of certified places so to be 
printed by him as aforesaid ; and after such cancella- 
tion and publication thereof as aforesaid suph place 
shall cease to be deemed duly certified as by law 
required, and shall so remain until it shall have been 
duly certified afresh under this Act. 

9. Certified places exempted from the operation of 
** The CJiaritable Trusts Acts, 1858."] Every place 
of meeting for religious worship certified to tiie said 
Registrar General under the said Act of the fifteenth 
and sixteenth years of Her Majesty, chapter thirty- 
six, or this Act, and recorded by him as aforesaid, so 
long as the same continues to be bond fide used as a 
place of religious worship, and the record of the certifi- 
cation thereof has not been cancelled as hereinbefore is 
provided, shall be wholly freed and exempted from the 
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operation of an Act passed in the session holden in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth years of Her Majesty, 
chapter one hundred and thirty- seven, intituled " The 
Charitable Trusts Acts, 1858," and shall not be sub- 
ject or liable to any of the provisions of the same Act, 
save that the exempted charities may avail themselves 
of the sixty-third and sixty -fourth sections of the said 
Act, if they shall think fit. 

10. Nothing to affect churches, dc, of Established 
Church.] Nothing in this Act shall aflfect or be con- 
strued to affect the churches or chapels of the United 
Church of England and Ireland, or the celebration of 
divme service according to the rites and ceremonies of 
the said united church by ministers of such church, in 
any place hitherto used for such purpose, or being 
now or hereafter duly consecrated or licensed by any 
archbishop or bishop or other person lawfully au- 
thorized to consecrate or license the same (a). 

11. Certificate of place having been ceytified to he 
given,] The Kegistrar General, on payment to him of 
a fee of two shillings aAd sixpence, shall, with respect 
to any place certified to him as a place of meeting for 
religious worship, the record whereof remains uncan- 
celled, give to any person demanding the same a certi- 
ficate, sealed or stamped with the seal of the General 
Eegister Office, that at the time or respective times 
in such certificate in that behalf stated the place 
therein described was duly certified and duly recorded 
as required by this Act, and that at the date of such 
sealed or stamped certificate the record of such certifi- 
cation remained uncancelled ; and every such sealed or 



(a) This provision has not operated to prevent the certifica- 
tion and registry of places of worship of congregations described 
as belonging to the " Free Church of England " wherein divine 
service has been celebrated according to the rites of the 
Established Church by clergymen in holy orders of that 
church* 
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stamped certificate, if tendered in evidence upon any 
trial or other judicial proceeding in any civil or criminal 
court, shall he received as evidence of the said several 
facts therein mentioned, without any further or other 
proof of the same. 

12. [Sums received by or on account of Eegistrar 
General to be accounted for, and expenses defrayed as 
other expenses of the General Register Office.] 

18. To remove doubts as to validity of marriage.'] 
Notwithstanding the provisions of this or any other 
Act, all marriages which heretofore have been had or 
solemnized in any building which has been registered 
for the solemnization of marriages pursuant to the 
provisions of an Act passed in the sixth and seventh 
years of His late Majesty King William the Fourth, 
chapter eighty-five, but which may not have been 
certified as required by the provisions of this or any 
other Act, shall be as valid in all respects as if such 
place of worship had been so certified. 

14. Extent of Act.] This Act shall not extend to 
Scotland or Ireland. 



SCHEDULES REFERRED TO IN THE 
FOREGOING ACT. 



SCHEDULE A. 

To the Registrar General of Births, Deaths, and Marriages 

in England. 

I the undersigned {a) of in the county of 

do hereby, and under and by virtue of an Act passed 

in the year of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled 

"An Act to amend the law concerning the certifying and 

(a) Here insert the name, residence, and county in which it is 
situate, and the rank or profession of the party certifying. 
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registering of places of religious worship in England/' certify 
that a certain hnilding known by the name of situated 

at in the county of within the superintendent 

registrar's district of [was used (5) as a place of meeting 

for religious worship before the 30th day of June, 1852, and] 
is intended to be used as heretofore (c), and will accordingly be 
forthwith used as a place of meeting for religious worship by a 
congregation or assembly of persons calling themselves (d) 
and I request that this certificate may be recorded in the general 
re^ster office, pursuant to the said Act. Dated this 
day of 185 . 

{Signature of the party certifying,) 

w 

of the place of meeting above described. 



SCHEDULE B. 

To the Registrar Chneral of Births, Deaths, and Marriages 

in England, 

I, the undersigned of in the county of 

being the person or one of the persons who certified or last 
certified [or being "the trustee," or "one of the trustees" 
or "the owner" or "occupier" or one of the owners or 
occupiers" {as the case may he), of] a certain building known 



(5) If the place was not so used before 80th June, 1852, 
expunge this and the following line. 

(c) If the building has not been previously used as a place of 
worship, erase the words " as heretofore." 

(d) Here insert " Protestant Dissenters," " Independents," 
"Particular Baptists," "Wesleyan Methodists," "Boman 
Catholics," "Jews," or other religious denomination of or 
religious appellation adopted by the persons on whose behalf 
the building is certified; but if these persons decline to 
describe themselves by any distinctive appellation erase the 
words "calling themselves," and insert "who object to be 
designated by any distinctive religious appellation." 

(e) Insert on this line immediately under the signature, the 
word "minister," "proprietor," "a trustee," "occupier," "an 
attendant," or such other words as will clearly show the 
connexion subsisting between the person certifying and the 
place of meeting. 
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by the name of [or a certain dwelling house, &c. (as the 

case may he)"] situate at in the county of within 

the superintendent registrar's district of [and being 

now resident within the same district], do hereby declare and 
give you notice, in pursuance of an Act passed in the 
year of Her present Majesty, chapter that the aforesaid 

building [or dwelling house, &c.] which was on the day 

of 185 recorded by you as a place of meeting for 

religious worship by a congregation or assembly of persons 
calling themselves [or by a congregation or assembly 

of Soman Catholics, or of persons belonging to the Society of 
Friends, or of persons professing the Jewish reli^on {as the case 
may he)"], has wholly ceased to be used as a place for public 
religious worship. 

Witness my hand, this day of 185 . 






VACCINATION ACT, 1871. 



84 & 85 YICT. Cap. 98. 

An Act to amend the Yaccination Act, 1867. 

21st August, 1871. 

6. Duties of vaccination officer.] The vaccination 
officer shall perform all the duties imposed hy the 
principal Act on the registrar of births and deaths, 
except the duty of giving the notices mentioned in 
section fifteen of the principal Act (a), and the principal 
Act shall be construed as if the words ^* vaccination 
officer *' were substituted for the words ** registrar of 
births and deaths '' throughout that Act, except section 
fifteen and any other part of that Act relating to that 
section, and except that all fees received by the 
vaccination officer as such shall be accounted for to 
the guardians and paid to the fund out of which the 
expenses of the guardians under the principal Act are 
paid. 

8. Transmission to vaccination officer of list of births 
and deaths.] Every registrar of births and deaths for 

(a) The section of the Vaccination Act of 1867, here referred 
to, requires that the registrar on registering the birth of any 
child not vaccinated to give a notice, in the prescribed form, to 
the parent or person having charge of the child, requiring the 
child to be vaccinated according to the provisions of the Act, 
and specifying the times and places for public vaccination within 
the district. The registrar is also required to keep a minute 
showing the date of giving the notice, and to whom given. 
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any place shall, once at least in every month, transmit, 
by post or otherwise, to each vaccination officer whose 
district is wholly or partly comprised in such place, a 
return, certified under the hand of the registrar to be 
a true return, of all births and of all deaths of infants 
under twelve months of age which have, since the date 
of the last return (or in the case of the first return, 
since the passing of this Act), been registered by such 
registrar as having occurred in the district of the 
vaccination officer to whom the return is sent. 

The registrar shall, whether he is or is not also the 
vaccination officer, be entitled to a fee of twopence for 
every birth or death entered in such return ; and such 
fee shall be paid to him out of the same funds and by 
the same persons, and in the like manner as the fees 
for giving the notices under section fifteen of the 
principal Act (a). 

The returns under this section shall be made in such 
form and contain such particulars as may be from time 
to time prescribed by the Eegistrar General of births and 
deaths in England, with the approval of the Poor Law 
Board ; and forms necessary for such purpose <md for 
the purpose of the principal Act shall be supplied by 
the said Eegistrar General to every registrar of births 
and deaths. 



(a) For the due performance of his duties under the Vaccina- 
tion Acts, the registrar is entitled to receive from the guardians 
of the union (or parish) for every notice of requirement of 
vaccination given to the parent, &c., of each living child whose 
birth he has registered (sect. 24 of the Act of 1867), one penny ; 
and for every birth or death entered in the monthly returns 
transmitted to the vaccination officer (sect. 8 of the Act of 1871), 
twopence. 



THE FACTORY ACT, 1844. 



7 VICT. Cap. 15 (b). 

An Act to amend the Laws relating to Labonr in 
Factories. 6th June, 1844. 

14. Certificates of the birth of children employed in 
factories.] And be it enacted, that if any person shall 
be desirous of proving the real age of a person for the 
purposes of the said Act, ** the inspector or sub-inspector 
of &.ctories shall, on demand, give to such person a 
requisition under his hand, in a form to be approved 
of by the inspectors and by the Registrar General, for 
the production of a duly certified copy of the entry of 
the birth or baptism of such person : provided the 
party demanding the same shall declare the names of 
such person and of his parents, with the place where 
and the year in which he was bom or baptized, which 
particulars shall be set forth in the requisition ; and 
every party to whom such requisition shall have been 
given shall be entitled, upon payment of one shilling, 
to receive, on personal application, or on application 
in writing, in such form and under such regulations as 
shall be approved of by the inspectors and Registrar 



(b) The Print Works' Act, 1845 (8 & 9 Vict. c. 29), contains 
similar provisions as to certificates of the births of children 
employed in such works. In both Acts it is provided that any 
registrar or other person who shall refuse to give such certificate 
shall be liable to a penalty of not less that two pomids nor 
exceeding five pounds. The application of the Factory Acts has 
been largely extended by the 27 & 28 Vict. c. 48, and subsequent 
statutes. 
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General, from any minister, registrar, or other person 
having the care of any register of hirths or haptisms in 
which the hirth or haptism of snch person is entered, 
a duly certified copy of the entry in snch register 
which shall he endorsed on the aforesaid requisition, 
and shall he signed hy the minister, registrar, or other 
person having charge of such register ; and such pay- 
ment of one shilling shall he instead of all other fees 
or payments to which such minister, registrar, or 
other person shall he entitled ; and if the said certified 
copy proving the age of the person named therein to 
be such as to entiUe him to have the surgical certificate 
required shall be produced to the certifying surgeon of 
the district, he shall examine the same, and if it shall 
appear that the said certified copy has not been altered 
or falsified in any manner, the certifying surgeon shall 
thereupon without further fee or reward give a surgical 
certificate in the form provided .... and if 
any inspector of factories shall require a certified copy 
of the entry of the birth , of any person employed in 
any factory from the office of the Begistrar General, he, 
or any person deputed by him, shfJl, on producing a 
requisition in the form hereinbefore provided, be 
entitied to examine the indexes to the registers in the 
General Begister Office, and to receive such certified 
copy endorsed on the requisition without the payment 
of any fee.'* 



THE MEDICAL ACT, 1858. 



21 & 22 VICT. Cap. 90. 

An Act to regulate the Qualifications of Practitionerg 
in Medicine and Surgery. 

2nd August, 1858. 

45. Certificates of the deaths of medical practi- 
tioners to he sent to the registrar of the general and 
branch medical councils,] Every registrar of deaths 
ih the United Kingdom, on receiving notice of the 
death of any me£cal practitioner, shall forthwith 
transmit by post to the registrar of the general council 
and to the registrar of the branch council a certificate 
under his own hand of such death, with the particu- 
lars of time and place of death, and may charge the 
cost of such certificate and transmission as an expense 
of his office, and on the receipt of ' such certificate the 
medical registrar shall erase the name of such deceased 
medical practitioner &om the register (a). 



(a) By the Begistrar Generars instructions^ the registrar, 
whenever he has registered the death of a registered or qualified 
medical practitioner, is required forthwith to make out two cer- 
tified copies of the entry of the death, one of which he is to 
transmit to the Begistrar of the General Medical Council, 315, 
Oxford Street, London, and the other he is to forward to the 
Begistrar General as a voucher in support of the claim of two 
shillings and sixpence which the registrar is authorized to charge 
in his account as the cost of the certificate. 



THE PHARMACY ACT, 1868, 



81 & 82 VICT. Cap. 121. 

An Act to regulate the sale of Poisons and alter and 
amend the Pharmacy Act, 1852. 

81st July, 1868. 

11. Notice of death of pharmaceutical chemist ^ or 
chemist and druggist, to be given by registrar J] Every 
registrar of deaths in Great Britain, on receiving 
notice of the death of any pharmaceutical chemist, Or 
chemist and druggist, shall forthwith transmit by post 
.to the registrar under the Pharmacy Act, a certificate 
nnder his own hand of such death, with the par- 
ticulars of the time and place of death; and on the 
receipt of such certificate, the said registiiur under the 
Pharmacy Act shall erase the name of such deceased 
pharmaceutical chemist or chemist and druggist from 
the register, and shall transmit to the said registrar of 
deaths the cost of such certificate and transmission, 
and may charge the cost thereof as an expense of his 
office (a). 

(a) In the case of the re^try of the death of a chemist* the 
registrar is to send a certificate to the Begistrar of the Fhar- 
maceatical Society, No. 17, Bloomshury Sqnare, London, W.C., 
by whom the cost of the certificate and postage is to be trans- 
mitted to the registrar of births and deaths. 



THE FORGERY ACT, 1861. 



24 & 25 VICT. Cap. 98. 

An Act to consolidate and amend the Statute Law of 
England and Ireland relating to indictable offences 
by Forgery. 6th August 1861. 

As to forging marriage licenses — * 

85. Forging or uttering forged marriage licence or 
certijicate,'] Whosoever shall forge or fraudulently alter 
any license of or certificate for marriage, or shall 
offer, utter, dispose of, or put off any such license or 
certificate, knowing the same to be forged or fraudu- 
lently altered, shaU be guilty of felony, and being con- 
victed thereof shall be* liable, at the discretion of the 
court, to be kept in penal servitude for any term not 
exceeding seven years, and not less than three years, 
— or to be imprisoned for any term not exceeding two 
years, with or without hard labour, and with or with- 
out solitary confinement. 

As to forging registers of births, marriages, and 
deaths : — 

86. Forging registers of births, baptisms, marriages, 
deaths, or burials,'] Whosoever shall unlawfully 
destroy, deface, or injure, or cause or permit to be 
destroyed, defaced, or injured, any register of births, 
baptisms, marriages, deaths, or burials which now is 

I 2 
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or hereafter shall be by law authorized or required to 
be kept in England or Ireland, or any part of any 
such register, or any certified copy of any such 
register, or any part thereof, or shall forge or fraudu- 
lently alter in any such register any entry relating to 
any birth, baptism, marriage, death, or burial, or any 
part of any such register, or any certified copy of such 
register, or of any part thereof, or shall knowingly 
and unlawfully insert or cause or permit to be inserted 
in any such register, or in any certified copy thereof, 
any false entry of any matter relating to any birth, 
baptism, marriage, death, or burial, or shall knowingly 
and unlawfully give any false certificate relating to 
any birth, baptism, marriage, death, or burial, or shall 
certify any writing to be a copy or extract from any 
such register, knowing such writing, or the part of 
such register whereof such copy or extract shall be 
so given, to be fiolse in any material particular, or 
shall forge or counterfeit the seal of or belonging 
to any register office or burial board, or shall offer, 
utter, dispose of^ or put off any such register, entry, 
certified copy, certificate, or seal, knowing the same to 
be false, forged, or altered, or shall offer, utter, dispose 
of, or put off any copy of any entry in any such re- 
gister, knowing such entry to be false, forged, or 
altered, shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted 
thereof shall be liable, at the discretion of the court, 
to be kept in penal servitude for life or for any term 
not less tiian three years, — or to be imprisoned for any 
term not exceeding two years, with or without hard 
labour, and with or without solitary confinement. 

87«. Making false entries in copies of register sent to 
registrar."] Whosoever shall knowingly and wilfully 
insert, or cause or permit to be inserted in any copy of 
any register directed or required by law to be Irans- 
mitted to any registrar or other officer, any false entry 
of any matter relating to any baptism, marriage, or 
burial, or shall forge or alter, or shall offer, utter, dis- 
pose of, or put off, knowing the same to be forged or 
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altered, any copy of any register so directed or re- 
quired to be transmitted as aforesaid, or shall knowingly 
and wilfully sign or verify any copy of any register, so 
directed or required to be transmitted as aforesaid, which 
copy shall be false in any part thereof, knowing the same 
to be false, or shall unlawfully destroy, deface, or injure, 
or shall for any fraudulent purpose take from its place 
of deposit, or conceal, any such copy of any register, 
shall be guilty of felony, and being convicted thereof 
shall be liable, at the discretion of the court, to be 
kept in penal servitude for life or for any time not less 
than three years, or to be imprisoned for any term not 
exceeding two years with or without hard labour, and 
with or without solitary confinement. 



SUPERANNUATION (UNION OFFICERS) 

ACT, 1864. 



27 & 28 VICT. Cap. 42. 



An Act to provide for Saperannuatioii Allowances to 
Officers of Unions and Parishes. 

14th July, 1864. 

Whebeas it is expedient that provisions shonld be 
made to enable superannuation allowances to be 
granted to officers of unions and parishes who become 
disabled by infirmity or age to discharge the duties of 
their offices : be it therefore enacted by the Queen's 
most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and 
consent of the Lords spiritual and temporal and Com- 
mons, in this present parliament assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, as follows : — ^ 

1. Power to guardians and trustees, with consent of 
poor law board to grant superannuations.] That the 
guardians of any union or parish, 'and the trustees or 
overseers of any parish appointed or incorporated 
under a local Act, may, at their discretion, with the 
consent of the poor law board, grant to any officer 
whose whole time has been devoted to the service of 
the union or parish, and who shall become incapable of 
discharging the duties of his office with efficiency by 
reason of permanent infirmity of mind or body or of 
old age, upon his resigning or otherwise ceasing to 
hold his office, an annual aJlowance not exceeding in 
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any case two-thirds of his then salary, whether com- 
puted according to a fixed sum or to a poundage, and 
shall charge such allowance to the same fund as that 
to which such salary would have been charged if he 
had continued in his office (a). 

2. Such allowances not to be assignable,] This 
allowance shall be payable to or in trust for such 
officer only, and shall not be assignable nor chargeable 
with his debt or other liabilities. 

8. Limitation of grants of allowances.] No officer 
shall be entitled to such allowance on the ground of 
age who shall not have completed the full age of sixty 
years, and shall not have served as an officer of some 
union or parish for twenty years at the least. 

4. Notice of grant to be given to guardians,] No 
grant shall be made without one month's previous 
notice, to be specially given in writing to every guar- 
dian of the union or parish, and to every member of 
the board of trustees or overseers (as the case may 
be) of the proposal to make such grant, and the time 
when it shall be brought forward. 



(a) Superintendent registrars and registrars of births and 
deaths are to be deemed officers within the operation of this 
statute ; and relieving officers who are also registrars of births 
and deaths are not to be disqualified from receiving a super- 
annuation allowance as relieving officers. See 29 & 30 Vict, 
c. 113, ss. 1, 2. As regards superintendent registrar, however, 
this enactment is a dead letter, for as no part of their emolu- 
ments is derived from any fund under the control of the guar- 
dians, no superannuation allowance can be granted by the 
guardians to those officers. Nor are they included within the 
Acts relating to the superannuation of the civil servants of the 
Crown. A relieving officer who is also registrar of marriages 
may be superannuated ; and any officer employed at the time 
of vacating his office solely in the service of the g^rdians is not 
to be prevented' from receiving a superannuation allowance by 
reason of having also been employed under another public 
authority, provided such employment cea«ed not less than three 
years before : 30 & 31 Vict. c. 106, ss. 18, 19. 



THE STAMP ACT, 1870. 



88 & 84 VICT. Cap. 97. 

An Act for grantiDg certain Stamp Duties, &c. 

10th August, 1870. 

8. From and after the commencement of this Act, 
and subject to the exemptions contained in the schedule 
to this Act, and in any other Acts for the time being 
in force, there shall be charged, for the use of Her 
Majesty, her heirs and successors, upon the several 
instruments specified in the schedule to this Act, the 
several duties in the said schedule specified, and no 
other duties, 

28. Except where express provision is made to the 
contrary, all duties are to be denoted by impressed 
stamps only. 

24. (1) An instrument, the duty upon which is 
required or permitted by law to be denoted by an 
adhesive stamp, is not to be denoted duly stamped 
with an adhesive stamp unless the person required by 
law to cancel such adhesive stamp cancels the same 
by writing on or across the stamp his name or initials, 
or the name or initials of his firm, together with the 
true date of his so writing, so that the stamp may be 
effectually cancelled and rendered incapable of being 
used for any other instrument, or unless it is other- 
wise proved that the stamp appearing on the instru- 
ment was affixed thereto at the proper time. 

(2) Every person who, being required by law 
to cancel an adhesive stamp, wilfully neglects or 
refuses duly and effectually to do so in manner afore- 
said, shall forfeit the sum of ten pounds. 
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80. The dniy npon a certified copy or extract of or 
from any register of births, baptisms, marriages, deaths, 
or bnrials, is to be paid by the person requiring the 
copy or extract, and may be denoted by an adhesive 
stamp, which is to be cancelled by the person by whom 
the copy or eoBtract is signed before he delivers the same 
out of his hands i custody , or power (a). 



Extracts fbok thb Sohbdtjlb. 

£ 8, d. 
AFFtDATiT or Statutoby Declabatiok made nnder 

the Provision of 6 & 6 Wm.4, c. 62 - - - 2 6 
JExemption : 

Declaration required to be made pursuant to 
any Act relating to marriages in order to 
a marriage without license. 
CoPr or ExTBAOT (certified) of or from any register 

of births, baptisms, marnages^ deaths, or burials -0 1 
JSxemptiotu : 

(!)• Copy or extract furnished by any clergy- 
man, registrar or other official person 
pursuant to and for the purposes of any 
Act of parliament, or furnished to any 
general or superintending registrar 
under any general regulation. 
(2). Copy or extract for which the person 
giving the same is not entitled to any 
&e or reward. 
LioxvSB for Mabsiagb : 

Special — ^In England or Ireland - - - 5 
Not Special— In England - - - - 10 

(a) This adhesiye penny stamp should be affixed on the face 
of the certified copy where it will not obliterate any of the 
particulars ; and the person who cancels the stamp must write 
across the same his name or initials, and the true date of such 
cancellation, thus — 



John Thomps 



12 



October 18 



on, 
76. 



The penalty far wilfully neglecting or reftudng to cancel the 
adhesiYe stamp ia ten pounds. 

z 8 



APPENDIX I. 



Instructional Cibctjlar of the Begistrar General to 
Eegistrarb of Births and Deaths as to Attendance 
AT THEIR Offices, and as to Stations. 

General Better Office, 

Somerset nouse, 

1st September, 1874. 
Sir, 

Tlie bill for theamendmentof the Birthsand Deaths Regis- 
tration Act of 1836 having received the Boyal Assent on the 
7th August, I am glad to oe able to congratulate the body 
of registrars upon the passing of the measure, not only 
because it remedies some important defects in the existing 
law, but because in several of its provisions it affects bene- 
ficially, although not to the extent I could have desired, a 
large number of persons officially connected with this de- 
partment. 

Under the new Act, which will come into operation on 
the 1st January next, instead of being under a lepal obliga- 
tion upon receiving " Notice " of a birth or death to repair 
to the house of me informant, r^pistrars will make the 
entries for the most part at their dwelling-house or offices, 
or at appointed stations ; and when they are required to 
attend at the residence of the informant, they will be 
entitled to an extra fee. 

The increased number of qualified informants of births 
and deaths allowed by the new Act will facilitate the 
' making of the entries. 

In tne case of births, the Act imposes npon parents the 
duty of effecting the registration within for^-two days after 
the birth, under a penalty for default : and after forty-two 
days the registrar is empowered to require the parents or 
other informants to atteno, nnder a penalty in case of fedlure, 
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&t an ap^inted tune and place, for the pnipose of register- 
ing the Dirth. The period daring which births may law- 
fimy be registered (sobject to the payment of fees after three 
months), is extended urom six to twelve months, and even 
longer in special cases. 

In the case of deaths, the nearest relatives of the deceased 
present at death or in attendance are Hable to a penalty if 
the r^istration is not effected within five days, except when 
notice is sent to the re^trar with a medical certificate ; 
oUier relatives, the occupier of the house, and the person 
in charge of the funeral, are secondary informants. After 
fourteen days any informant may be required to meet the 
registrar at an appointed time and place, under a penalty 
for default. Coroners are required to send their " informa- 
tions" to the registrar not later than five days after the 
inquest. 

In the event of changes being made in the boundaries of 
sub-districts, registrai-s prejudicially affected will be entitled 
to compensation. 

The Act assigns a fee of two shillings and sixpence for 
each of the first twenty entries in eocA quarterly account 
instead of in one quarter's account only in each year. 
Eegistrars will thus receive an additional pavment of four 
pound ten shillings annually, an increase of remuneration 
which will be especially appreciated in rural districts, where 
the emoluments of registrars are necessarily smalL New 
fees are provided on the cprrection of errors and on other 
specified occasions, while the recovery of fees is placed on a 
better footing than at present Other advantages are also 
secured to registrars under the new Act 

It is scarcely necessary for me to remark that a bill for 
the compulsory registration of births and deaths, proposed 
by Her Majes^s Government for the acceptance of parlia- 
ment, it was essential to provide some arrangement whereby 
the parents of children and other informants, upon whom 
the oblijgation was imposed under penalties of promptly 
registermg births and deaths, should be enabled to effect 
the re^tration with as little inconvenience and loss of time 
as possible. 

With this view, therefore, it has been enacted that 
provisions shall be made to afford to informants increased 
facilities for meeting wiUi the registrar. Section 26 of the 
Act is in the following terms : — 

'^ 26. Eveiy r^istrar and deputy registrar shaU 
either dwell in or nave a known office witnin the sub* 
district of which he is registrar or deputy registrar.'' 
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" Every regiBtrar shall, if so directed \hj the Begis- 
trar General, appoint within or contiguous to his sub- 
district a station or stations as may be directed by the 
Begistrar Qeneral. Every such station shall, for the 
purposes of the provisions of this Act, with respect to 
the attendance of persons and registration of births 
and deaths at the office of the registrar, be deemed to 
be his office." 

" Every registrar and deputy registrar shall attend 
at his dwelling-house or office and at each such station, 
on the days and at the hours approved by ihe Registrar 
Ckneralf lor the purpose of registering births and 
deaths." 
In calling your attention to the duties which devolve 
upon you under the above section, I may remark that it is 
not my intention to require registrars, in proposing for 
my approval stated hours for their attendance at their 
dwelbng-places or offices, to conform to any uniform rule 
on the subject. It is my wish that thev should not be un- 
necessarily fettered in the exercise of tneir judgment as to 
the attendance to be given, preferring to rely upon their 
making such arrangements as a due regard to local 
circumstances and the convenience of the majority of 
the inhabitants of their respective sub-distncts may 
require. 

in like manner, with respect to the appointment of 
stations, I am aware that, owmg to the diversities which 
exist in the population, area and local peculiarities of 
different sub-districts, it is inexpedient to require registrars 
to proceed according to any uniform plan of action. Each 
registrar, guided by his local knowledge, and having re^ud 
not only to the distribution of the innabitants of nis sub- 
district and the facilities of communication, but also to the 
conditions under which his duties are to be performed 
with reference to his professional or other employments^ 
should make the best armn^ements to enable persons who 
live at a distance from his dwelling-house or omce, to meet 
with him at such times and places as circumstances may 
permit. 

In rural districts I believe it has been the practice of 
registrars who are also relieving officers or public vaccina- 
tors, to register births and deaths at the lehef or vaccina- 
tion stations within their sub-districts. Probably boarde 
of guardians, upon application, would not object to allow 
the use of these stations for the same purpose to those 
registrars who are not poor law officers. 
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Where the district register office is situated in a central 
town to which the inhabitants of the district resort, it may 
in some instances be convenient that, provided the super- 
intendent registrar has no objection to the arrangement, 
the register office should be one of the stations for registra- 
tion ; and if not within the limits of a particular sub- 
district, it might still be available as ^^ contiguous '' to it. 

I request that you will transmit to me in duplicate a 
detailed statement of the arrangements you propose : (1) as 
to the davs and hours of attendance at your awemn^-house 
or office for the purpose of registering births and deaths ; 
and (2) as to stations for re^stration within or contiguous 
to your sub-district, specilying the days and hours of 
attendance. The return is required in duplicate, in order 
that one copy may be sent back to you when your proposals 
are approved, and the other retained in this office. 

I trust that you will be enabled to propose such arrange- 
ments to me as may be entitled to approval, and will 
effectually fulfil the intentions of the legisliBiture. 

I am, Sir, 

Tour fidthful Servant, 
George Graha&t, 

BegUtrar GeTuraL 
To 

Registrar of Births and Deaths, 



APPENDIX II. 



General Kules of the Eegistbab General RESPEcriNa 
THE Qualifications of Superintendent Eeoistrars, 
Registrars of Births and Deaths, and Registrars 
OF Marriages (a). 



QUALIFICATIONS OP SUPERINTENDENT REGISTRARS. 



Whereas in pTiTsaance of an Act of the sixth and seventh 
years of the reign of His late Majesty King WilUam the 
Fourth, intituled ^^ An Act for registering births, deaths, 
and marriages in England," and by virtue of the power 
therein given to the Registrar General, the said Registrar- 
General did, on the 10th day of October, in the year of our 
Lord 1836, by a General Rule declare certain qualifications 
as necessary to be possessed by any and every person who 
should accept or be appointed to the office of superintendent 
registrar, power being therein reserved to the Registrar 
General to vacate, alter, or vary the said General Rule or 
any part thereof, and to substitute any other rule in place 
thereof as might thereafter appear to be necessary. 

Now, therefore, T, the undersigned Gkor^ Graham, 
Esquire, Registrar General, by virtue of the said Act, and 
in pursuance of the power reserved to me as aforesaid, do 
hereby revoke the aforesaid General Rule, and do declare the 

(a) These General Rules made by the Registrar General under 
the yth section of the 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86, declare the qnalifica- 
tions necessaiy to be possessed by the officers who sh^ be ap- 
pointed after the operation of the Births and Deaths Reg^tration 
Act> 1874; bat they have no retrospective effect. 
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following General Bule as necessary to be observed touching 
the qualSacations of any and eveiy person who shall hence- 
forth accept or be appointed under the provisions of the 
Acts relating to the registration of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages in England to the office of superintendent registrar ; 
that is to say, — 

1. Every superintendent registrar shall dwell within the 
district for which he is appointed, or within a convenient 
distance from the register office of such district. 

2. He shall not be a member of any board of guardians 
by whom he shall be appointed superintendent registrar. 

3. He shall not have been appointed to, or hold the 
office of registrar of births and deaths, or registrar of 
marriages. 

4. He shall be of the full age of 21 years. 

5. He shall not be an uncertificated bankrupt ; nor shall 
he be engaged in any occupation or calling which ma^ be 
considered by the Registrar General to be incompatible 
with the office of superintendent registrar or with the 
proper discharge of its duties. (The office of superintendent 
registrar shall not be held by a female.) 

6. He shall be prepared to give such personal attendance 
at the district register office as may be necessary for the due 
performance of his duties, and to comply with the regula- 
tions and the instructions which may m)m time to time be 
issued for his guidance. 

And I do hereby reserve to myself as Registrar General, 
and to the Registrar General for the time being, the power 
of vacating, altering, or varying the General Rule now pre- 
scribed, and of substituting any other rule in place thereof 
as may hereafter be found necessary. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand this first 
day of January, in the year of our Lord 1875. 

(Signed) Geobge Graham, 

Registrar General 
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QUALIFICATIONS OP REaiSTRABS OP BIRTHS 

AND DEATHS. 



(Recites the Act of 6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86, and the General 
Riue made nnder section 7). 

Now, therefore, I, the undersigned G^rge Graham, 
Esquire, Registrar General, by virtue of the said Act, and 
in pursuance of the power reserved to me as aforesaid, do 
hereby revoke the {dbresaid General Rule, and do declare 
the following General Rule as necessary to be observed 
touching the qualifications of any and every person who 
ehaU h^cefoA be ap^inted to ^e office of ^trar of 
births and deaths, that is to say : — 

1. Eveiy registrar of births and deaths shall either dwell 
or have a Known office within the sub-district for which he 
is appointed. 

2. He shall not be a member of any board of guardians 
by whom he shall be appointed rej^strar. 

3. He shall not have been appointed to or hold the office 
of superintendent registrar or deputy superintendent 
legirtrar, or deputy re^strar of mairiages, for any district 

4. He shall oe of the full age of 21 years ; and shall be 
intelligent, active, and able to write clearly. 

5. He shall not be an uncertificated bankrupt ; nor 
shall he be a pawnbroker, an undertaker, a person licensed to 
retail intoxicating drinks, or engaged in any business or 
occupation which may be considered by the Registrar 
General to be incompatible with the office of registrar or 
with the proper discharge of its duties. (The officer of 
registrar of births and deauis shall not be held hj a female). 

6. He shall be prepared to comply with the Regulations 
and the instructions which may from time to time be issued 
for his guidance in the performance of his duties. 

£ower to alter the General Rule reserved), 
witness, &c. 

(Signed) Geobgj! Graham, 

Begistrar General, 
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QUALIFICATIONS OP REGISTRARS OP MARRIAGES. 



(Recites the Act of 6 & 7 WilL 4, c 85, and the General 
Rule made thereunder). 

Now, therefore, I, the undersigned George Graham, 
Esquire, Registrar General, by virtue of the said Act, and 
in pursuance of the power reserved to me as aforesaid, and 
also of the power further given in that behalf, by the 
Marriage and Kegistration Acts Amendment Act, 1856, do 
hereby revoke the aforesaid General Rule, and do declare 
the following General Rule as necessary to be observed 
touching the qualifications of any and every person who 
shall hencefortn be appointed to the office of registrar of 
marriages, that is to say : — 

1. Every registrar of marriages shall either dwell in or 
have a known office within the district for which he is 
appointed. 

2. He shall not have been appointed to or hold the office 
of registrar of marriages in any other district, or that of 
superintendent registrar or deputy superintendent registrar 
for gjQj district. 

3. He shall be of the fall age of 21 years ; and shall be 
intelligent, active, and able to write clearly. 

4. He ^all not be an uncertificated bankrupt ; nor 
shall he be a pawnbroker, an undertaker, a person licensed to 
retail intoxicating drinks, or engaged in any business or 
occupation which may be considered by the Registrar 
General to be incompatible with the office of registrar or 
with the proper discharge of its duties. (The office of 
registrar of marriages shaU not be held by a lemale.) 

5. He shall be prepared to comply with the Remilations 
and the instructions which may from time to time be issued 
for his guidance in theperformance of his duties. 

(Power to alter the General Rule reserved). 
In witness, &c. 

(Signed) Geobqe Graham. 

Registrar General, 
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Authorized Forms under the Births and Deaths 

Kegistration Act, 1874. 



Form L — Begtstrai^s BeguidHon for Informatim for the 

Eegistry of a Birth, 

To of 

a gualified informant of the hvrth of (a) 

Whereas by the Births and Deaths Kegistration. Act, 
1874 (37 & 38 Vict c. 88), the father and mother of 
every child bom alive in England and Wales after the 1st 
January, 1875, are required (under a penalty of forty shillings 
for neglect) to give to the registrar, within forty-two days 
next after the birth, information of the particulars to be 
TedlBtered concerning such birth, and to sign the register ; 
and in default of the parents, the occupier of the house in 
which the child was bom, and each person present at the 
birth, and the person having charge of fiie child,are severally 
required in like manner to give information of the birtn 
and to Sim tiie register. 

And wnereas I have been informed that the above-men- 
tioned birth has occurred in respect of which you, being a 
qualified informant, have failed to give me information 
within the forty-two days as by law required : 



{a) If the requisition is addressed to the parent, insert here 
the words " your child ;" if to an informant other than the 
parent, insert "the child of ." Whenever the actoal or 

probable date of birth is known to the registrar, he should add 
" bom on about the *' 
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Now, therefore, in pursuance of the above-mentioned 
Act, I hereby give you notice and require you to attend 
personally, at the time and place specified below, to give 
information of the particulars required to be registered con- 
cerning such birth, and to sign the register, unless such 
birth snail have been duly registered previously. 



Place appointed for' the Begistry 
of the Birth. 



Time appointecL 



And if you fSail to comply with this requisition you will 
be liable to a penalty of forty shillings. 

Dated this day of , 18 • 

Registroar of Bvriihs a/nd Deaths, 

Add/ress. 

Sub-DistricL 

Districb. 

Notice. 

Births are registered at the residence or office of the 
registrar hefore the expiration of three monihs from the date 
of oiith, free of any charge to the informant. But after the 
expiration of three months^ births must be registered at the 
District Better Office, in the presence of the superin- 
tendent registrar, and the informant is liable to pay the 
fees appointed by the Act in that case. 



FoBM II. — Declaration of Pa/rticula/rs as to a Birth to he 
Registered after Three Monihs, 

I , of , in the county of , being a person 

required hj the Birtiis and Deaths Registration Act, 1874, 
to ^ve information for the r^istration of the birth of the 
imaermentioned child, do hereby solemnly declare that the 
particulars subjoined are those which are required to be 
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registered concerning such birth, accenting to the best of 
my knowledge and belief : — 

1. When and where bom. 

2. Child's name (if any). 

3. Sex. 

4. Name and surname of father. 

5. Name and maiden surname of mother. 

6. Bank or profession of father. 

And I make this declaration solemnly and deliberately 
in pursuance of the fifth section of the said Act. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set and subscribed 
my hand this day of , 18 . 



I 



(a) 



Sisned and declared by) „ • ± i ± -d • ,- 

flie above-pamed d/- ( ' ^P^rwiendeni Begukar. 

clarant in the presence ( n' a » x 

q£ ^ • I , IHstnct, 

Notice. 

^is declaration must be made at the District Register 
Office, before the superintendent registrar, in all cases of the 
registration of the birth of a child who is over three months 
old 



FOBM III. — Declaration of Particulars for the Registration 
of a Birth when the Informant has removed from the Sub- 
District in which the Birth took plaice, 

I, , now residing at , in the registrar's sub- 

dis^ct of , in the county of , being a person 

required hv the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874, 
to give information for the registration of the birth of the 
undermentioned child, which took place in the registrar's 
sub-district of , in the county of on the , 

day of 9 18 , do hereby solemnly declare that the 

particulars subjoined are those which are required to be 

(a) The declarant moat state here his or her qualification as 
an informant under the Act. 
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registered concerning such birth, according to the best of 
my knowledge and belief : — 

1. When and where bom. 

2. Child's name (if any). 

3. Sex. 

4. Name and surname of father. 

5. Name and maiden surname of mother. 

6. Bank or profession of father. 

And I make this declaration solemnly and deliberately, 
in pursuance of the sixth section of the said Act. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set and subscribed 
my hand this day of , 18 . 



1 



Q>) 



a. J jj 1 J u xi. ) fEegistrar of Births and 

Signed aad declared by the / ^Deaths. 

above-named declarant, > 

in the presence of ^ ^ Svh-District. 

Notice. 

This declaration may be made at any time vnthin three 
Tnonths after the birth of the child, in the presence of the 
registrar of the sub-district in which the inmrmant is then 
residing ; and the registrar, on receipt of a fee of two shil- 
lings, will attest the declaration, and at once send it on by 
post to the registrar of the sub-district in which the birtn 
took place. 



FOBM IV. — Registrar's Certificate of the Begistry of a Birth. 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the birth 
of , bom on the day of > 18 > has been 

duly registered by me. 
Witness my hand, this day of 18 . 

, Registrar of Births amd Deaths, 

f Svh-District. 

Notice. 

This certificate, when duly filled up by the registrar, is 
to be given, on demand, to the informant at the time of 

(b) The declarant most state here his or her qualification as 
an informant under the Act. 
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registering the biith, on payment of a fee not exceeding 

threepence, (See £ir1^ and Deaths Kegistration Act, 1874* 
sect. 30.) 



FoBK V. — Certificate of Name given in Baptism. 

For insertion in birth roister within twelve months after 

the registration of the birth. 

I, of , in the county of , do hereby cer- 

tify that on the day of 18 , I baptized by the 

name of a male child produced tome by as 

the (a) of and and declared by the said 

to have been bom at , in the county of y 

an the day of , 18 • 

Witness my hand this day of , 18 * 

, Officiating Minister. 



Cebtifigate of Beqistby of' Baptismal Name. 

I hereby certify that the baptismal name, as above men- 
tioned^ has been duly r^stered by me in the last column 
of the entry, No. in the register book of births for 

the sub-disl3ict of , in the quarter ending last. 

Witness my hand this day of 18 . 

(6) , Registrar. 



Form VI. — OerUfiMnte of Name given not in Baptism. 

For insertion in birth register within twelve months after 

the registration of the birth. 

I, , of , in the county of , do hereby 

certify, that the male child of , and bom 

on the day of , 18 , at , in the county 

of , and r^iistered in the sub-district of , on 



(a) " Son " or <* daughter." 

(ft) The word " gnperintendent " should be prefixed to "regis- 
trar" when the certificate is signed by the superintendent 
r^^istrar. 
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the day of > 18 , has now (without being bap* 

tised) receiyed the name of (c) 

Witness my hand this day of , 18 • 






Cebtifigate of Beqistby of Name. 

I hereby certify that the name, as above mentioned, has 
been duly roistered by me in the last column of the entry, 
No. in the register book of births for the sub-district 

of , in the quarter ending last. 

•Witness my hand this day of 18 . 

, (e) Begistra/r, 



Form VII. — Begistrar^s Requisition for Information for the 

Registry of a Death, 

To of 

a qualified informant of the death of 

Whereas by the Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Vict. c. 88), it is required in respect of every death 
occurring in England and Wales after the 1st January, 1875, 
that the nearest relatives of the deceased present at the 
death or in attendance during the last illness of the deceased, 
shall (under a penalty of forty shillings for neglect) give to 
the registrar, within five days next following the day of 
death, information of the particulars required to be regis- 
tered concerning such death and to sign the register ; and 
in default of such relatives, every other relative of the 
deceased then being in the same sub^district as the deceased, 
and each person present at the death, and the occupier of 
the house in whidi tiie death occurred, and each inmate of 

(c) Here insert the name or names of the child to be entered 
in last colimm of birth register. 

(d) The person signing this certificate must here state the 
capacity in 'which he or she signs it, whether as "father/' 
"mother," "goar^an," Ac., of the child. 

(«) The word " superintendent '' should be prefixed to "reg^- 
trar" when the certificate is signed by the superintendent 
registrar. 
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such house, and the person causing the body to be buried^ 
are severally required in like manner to give information of 
the death and to sign the register : 

And. whereas I have been informed that the above-men- 
tioned death has occurred in respect of which you, bein^ a 
qualified informant, have fjEuled to give me information 
within the five days as by law required : 

Now, therefore, in pursuance of the above-mentioned Act 
I hereby give you notice and require you to attend per- 
sonally, at the time and place specified below, to give infor- 
mation of the ])articulars required to be roistered concerning 
such death and to sign the register, imless such death shall 
have been duly registered previously. 



Place appointed for the Begistry 
of the Death. 



Time appointed. 



And if you fedl to comply with this requisition you will 
be liable to a penalty of forty shillings. 

Dated this day of 18 . 

Registrar of Births and Deaths. 

Address. 
Svh-district. 
District. 



Forms, 
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FOBK VIII. — Medical Certificate of the Cause of Death. 

[To be given by the medical attendant to the person 
whose duty it is to give information of the death to the 
registrar.] 

I hereby certify that I attended whose age was 

stated to be ; that I last saw h on the 

day of 18 ; that he died* on the day of 

18 , at ; and that to the best of my know- 

ledge and belief the cause of h death was as here- 

under written. 



Cause of Death. 


Duration of Disease, f 


Years. 


Months. 


Days. 


Hours. 


(a) Primaiy 










(b) Secondary 










(c) 



















Witness my hand this 

Signature_ 



day of 



18 



Registered qualification^ 
Residence 



* Should the medical attendant not feel justified in taking 
upon himself the responsibility of certifying the fact of death, he 
may here insert the words " as I am iitformed" 

T The duration of each form of disease or symptom is reckonea 
from its conmiencement until death occurs. 

N.B.— This cebtipicate is tstksd^j) solely fob the ttse 
OP THE BEG-ISTBAB, to whom it should be delivered by the person 
giving information to him of the particulars required by law to 
be registered concerning the death. Penalty of two pounds for 
neglect of informant to deliver this certificate to registrar. 

*«* The Be^strar General cautions all persons against 
accepting or using this certificate for any purpose whatever except 
that of delivering it to the registrar. 
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FoBK IX. — BegistraT^s CerUficate of the Begistry of a Death. 

To be delivered up at the fdneral. 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the death of 
, aged has been dmy registered by me. 

Witness my hand this day of 18 . 

{Registrar of 
Births and Deaihs. 
-Sub-IHstrict 

Note. — The xindertaker, or person in charge of the faneral, 
most deliver this certificate to the MimBTBB or other person 
offidatiDg at the burial of the dead body — ^Ain> to kg otheB 
PEBSOV.— (i8(60 Births and Deaths Begistration Acf^ 1874, 
sect. 17.) 



Form X. — Registrar's Certificate of the Notification of a 

Death, 

To be delivered up at the funeral. 

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the death of 
, whose age is stated to be has been duly 

notified to me. 

Witness my hand this day of 18 . 

Registrar of 
Births and Deaths, 
Sub-District. 

Note. — ^The undertaker, or person in charge of the funeral, 
must deliver this certificate to the Mikisteb or other person 
officiating at the burial of the dead body — Ajsu> to no othes 
PEBSOK. — (See Births and Deaths Begistration Act, 1874» 
sect. 17.) 



1 
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Form XI. — Owonei's Certificate of finding of Jury. 



To be sent to the registrar withdn fwe 
days after the finding of the jury is 
given. 



No. of Entry in 

Register .Book of 

Deaths. 

To he filled in by 
Eegiatrar, 



To the Begistrar of births and deaths for the svib-district of 



Pursuant to the Act 37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, intituled ** An 
Act to amend the Law relating to the Eegistration of Births 
and Deaths in England, and to consolidate the Law respect- 
ing the Registration of Births and Deaths at Sea/' I hereby 
CERTIFY that at an inquest held hy me at in the 

of on the body of then and there lying dead, 

the jury found as follows : — 



SO 



& 



Col. 1 



2 



QQ 



to 



s 



u 

o 






V Of 



6 



t 






Witness my hand this 



day of 

Signature 

Coroner for 
Besidence 



18 



k2 
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FoBM XII. — Coroner^s Order for the Burial of the Body upo^i 

holding an Inquest, 

To be given by the coroner to the relative of the deceased 
or other person who causes the body to be buried, or to 
the undertaker or other person having charge of the 
funeral. 

I coroner for the of having taken an 

inquest upon the body of do hereby authorize the 
burial of tne said body. 

Witness my hand this day of 18 . 



'Coroner. 



*^* The coroner must in no case issue this order except upon 
holding an inquest. 

The undertaker or other person receiving this order must 
deliver it to the minister or officiating person who buries or per- 
forms any funeral or religious serrice for the burial of the dead 
body. 



APPENDIX IV. 



Registrar General's Circular to Coroners as to the 
Births and Deaths Registration Act, 1874. 

General Register Office, 

Somerset House, 

lOih December, 1874. 
Sir, 

On the first institution of this office in 1837, the co- 
operation of the coroners of England and Wales, with the 
officers charged with the duty of carrying out the provisions 
of the law relating to the registration of births and deaths, 
was secured by statute ; and subsequent le^slation placed 
this co-operation on a more satisfactory footing by em- 
powering the coroners to give to the registrars written 
instead oi personal informations of the findings of juries. 

I have now to invite your attention to the following 
extract from an Act passed in the last session of parlia- 
ment, from which you will perceive that vour duties in 
relation to the registrars have undergone a nirther modifi- 
cation. For by section 16 of the Births and Deaths Regis- 
tration Act, 1874, it is thus enacted : — 

"Where an inquest is held on any dead body the 
jury shall inquire of the particulars required to be 
registered concerning the death, and the coroner shall 
send to the registrar, within five days after the finding 
of the jury is given, a certificate under his hand, 
ffiving iifoimation concerning the death and specifying 
me miding of the jury with respect to the said par- 
ticulars, and to the cause of death, and specifying the 
time and place at which the inquest was held, and the 
registrar shaU in the prescribed form and manner 
enter tJie death and particulars." 
And under section 39 of the same Act, every person who 
refuses or fails without reasonable excuse to give or send 
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any certificate in accordance with the provisions of the 
Act, is liable to a penalty of forty shilling for each offence. 

The "particnlMS required to be registered concerning 
the death which you will thus have to give in future in 
your certificates of the finding of juries, are the same as 
those which you have been in the habit of supplying 
hitherto ; but as the system of registration enters upon 
a new phase from the 1st of January next, I avail myself 
of this opportunity to solicit your assistance in malring the 
particulars returned in your certificates as precise and as 
complete as by means of your court they can oe made. 

With this object I submit for your consideration a few 
observations on points in which the particulars supplied by 
coroners for registration purposes are frequently defective, 
by comparison with those which the r^is&ars are required 
to obtam from ordinary informants of deaths. 

First, as to the column **Date and Place of Death" great 
difficulty is created by the indefinite way in which the 
place of death is sometimes stated. For many national as 
well as local purposes the facts contained in the death 
registers are analyzed, classified, and tabulated, under 
municipal, sanitary, and other local sub-divisions, and it 
is, therefore, essential that the exact locality of each death 
should be as precisely as possible indicated in the register. 
Thus in towns, not only should any distinctive name of 
the part of the town be given, but also the name of the 
street, and (whenever practicable) the number or name of 
the house in which the death happened. In country dis- 
tricts, in additon to the pariah or township, the village or 
hamlet should be particularized, as well as any special 
designation of the house (if any) in which the death took 

Slace. And whenever an inquest is held in the case of a 
eath occurring in a public institution, it is important, for 
the reasons above stated, that the precise name of such 
institution should, be entered as the place of death in your 
certificate. 

Secondly, as to the column ^^Rank or Profession.'' The 
registrars are enjoined to obtain from all ordinary death 
informants, the most definite description which can be 
given of the occupation or calling of tne deceased ; and for 
uieir guidance I have supplied the registrars witii certain 
instructions designed to secure such uniformity of prin- 
ciple in recording the occupations of the dying as will 
make them comparable with the occupations of Uie living 
as ascertained at the census. At the commencement of the 
new book of forms .of certificates herewith sent, you will 
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find a copy of those instructions, which I have placed there 
in the hope that you may be disposed to adopt them, at 
least to a considerable extent, in filling np your certificates, 
and thereby render valuable aid in perfecting the record of 
occupations in the death registers. 

Thirdly, as to the column " Cause of Death" So impor- 
tant has it been considered by the legislature that the 
record of causes of death should be placed on a more satis- 
fiictory footing than heretofore, that by the Act of last 
session, the registered medical attendants on deceased 
persons "will, after 1st January next, be required under a 
penalty to give certificates of the causes of death of such 
deceased persons. It is provided however, that when an 
inquest is held on the body of any deceased person, a 
medical certificate ot the cause of death need not be given 
to the registrar, but the certificate of the finding of the jury 
furnished by the coroner shall be sufficient. 

In aU inquest cases, therefore, the Act relies entirely 
on the findings of the juries for a record of the causes of 
death, and I would ask you to note in the clause which I 
have already quoted, the significant reference to that par- 
ticular as one to be specially inquired into by the jury, and 
to be stated by you in your certificate of the finding which 
you have to transmit to the registrar. 

I take for sranted that the coroners will not be satisfied 
for the record of causes of death supplied by their certifi- 
cates to be in respect of the many pnrposes to which I am 
called upon to apply it, inferior in value to that supplied by 
the death registers wherein inquests are not held, .^d I 
am therefore led to hope that you will use your best endea- 
vours in so directing me inquiries of your court that the 
verdicts given by your juries may, as to the cause of death, 
embodv the essential mcts as nearly as they can be arrived 
at. The registrars are instructed that whenever they are 
called upon to register a death which they have any reason 
to believe has resulted from violence, or has taken place 
under suspicious circumstances, they must take measures 
for bringing the matter under the notice of the coroner 
having jurisdiction in the place where the death occurred. 
They are also further instructed that where there is no 
medical attendant, and the informant states that the cause 
of death is unknown, they must make particular inquiries 
of the informant as to the duration of the illness ana other 
circumstances attending the death, with a view to ascertain 
whether the case is one which ought to be brought under 
the notice of the coroner. 
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Heiewitli I send a book of the new form of certificate of 
finiling of juxy, vikich I will (hank y<m in aU cases to use on 
a/nd afier me 1st January next ; and to avoid any mistake 
npon tliis point it will be well for you to cancel any of the 
oM forms of information jou may possess. Ton will 
observe that a counterfoil is provided to enable you to 
record the date of the finding of the jury, as well as the 
date on which you transmit the certificate to the registrar. 
I have thought these arrangements would be found conve- 
nient to you, inasmuch as it is desirable you should keep a 
record of the dates referred to in case of any question 
arising as to your having complied with the requirement 
of the clause of the Act of last session already quoted, 
wherein it is laid down that the coroner's certificate must 
be sent to the registrar ^' within five days after the finding of 
tkejury is given. 

It is important you should know that the Act of last 
session enables you to obtain the correction of an error in a 
certificate previously transmitted by you to the registrar. 
In section 36 it is enacted that : — 

" Where an error of fieu:t or substance (other than an 
error relating to the cause of death) occurs in the infor- 
mation given by a coroner's certificate concerning a 
dead body upon which he has held an inquest, the 
coroner, u satisfied by evidence on oath or statutory 
declaration that such error exists, may certify under 
his hand to the officer having the custody of the ras- 
ter in which such information is entered the nature of 
the error and the true facts of the case as ascertained 
by him on such evidence, and the error may there- 
upon be corrected by such officer in the register by 
entering in the margin (without any alteration of the 
original entry) the mcts as so certified by the coroner." 
I have now, in conclusion, to quote for your ^danoe 
section 17 of the Act previously referred to, defining your 
powers in respect of authorizing the burial of bodies whereon, 
you hold inquests. It is by that section enacted that : — 
" A coroner, upon holding; an inquest upon any 
body, may, if he thinks fit, by order under nis hand 
authorize the body to be buried before registry of the 
death, and shall give such order to the rmtive of the 
deceased or other person who causes the body to be 
buried, or to the undertaker or other person having 
charge of the funeral ; and, except upon holding an 
inquest, no order, warrant, or other document for the 
burial of any body shall be given by the coroner." 
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It is the duty of any person to whom such order is given 
to deliver it to the person who performs any funeral or 
religious service for the buiial of the body, and the failure 
of such person so to deliver it entails on him a penalty not 
exceeding forty shillings. 

I send you a book of new forms of orders for burial, for 
use on and after 1st January next. 

Whenever at any time you are in want of a further 
supply of forms of certificate or orders for burial, timely 
application should be made to me for the same. 

I have, &c., 

GEonaB Graham, 

Registrar General. 



To 

The Coroner, 



K 3 



APPENDIX V. 



Table of Fees Payable to Begibtration Officebs. 



Fees to SnFEBiNTEin>ENT Begistrabs. 

Births and DecUhs : — £ s. d. 

On the regifltratioii of a birOi after three months 
and before the expiration of twelve months 
(37 & 38 Vict, c 88, sched. 2) - - - 2 6 

On the registration of a birth or death after 
twelve months (7(2., sched. 2) - - - 5 

For entering the baptismal or other name of 
child in a regbter book of Inrths in his cus- 
tody (Id., sched. 2) 010 

For correction of an error of fact or substance 
in a register book of births or deaths in his 
custody (Id,, sched 2) - - - -026 

For every entry of a birth, death, or marriage in 
the quarterly certified copies, examined and 
transmitted to Registrar General (6 & 7 
WilL 4, c. 86, 8. 34) - - - - - 2 

Certifymg places of worship : — 

On every certificate of a place of meeting for 
religious worship transmitted to the Registrar 
General for the purpose of being recorded 
(18 & 19 Vict c. 81, 8. 5) - - - - 2 6 

Begistry of hnHdvngfoT rriarriages : — 
On the registry of a building for the solemniza- 
tion of marriages, for granting a certificate 
of the same, and for the publication in the 
Gazette, &c. (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86, s. 18) - 3 
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£ s, d. 
On the substitution and registry of one "build- 
ing in lieu of another for tne solemnization of 
marriages (6 & 7 WiU. 4, a 85, s. 19) - - 3 

Marriages : — 

For entering notice of a marriage • without 

license (19 & 20 Vict. c. 119, s. 3) - - 1 
For entering notice of a marriage by license 

{Id, 8. 3), in addition to the stamp of 2^. 6d 1 
For every certificate of notice of a marriage 

without license {Id., s. 4) - - - 1 

For every certificate of a notice of a marriage by 

license (Id., s. 9) - - - - -010 
For every license for marriage (Id., s. 10), over 

and above the stamp of 10«. - - - 1 10 
For every caveat entered against the grant of a 

certificate or license f^ marriagi (6 & 7 

Will. 4, c. 85, s. 13) 5 

Certificates and searches : — 

For every certificate of birth given for pur- 
poses of education or employment in labour 
(37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 29). No fee can be 
charged for search 010 

For every certificate of birth given imder the 
Factory Acts (7 Vict. c. 15, s. 15). No fee 
can be charged for search - - - - 1 

For every general search in the indexes in his 
office (6 & 7 Will. 4, c. 86, s. 36) - - 5 

For every particular search in the indexes in 
his office {Id. s. 36) 10 

For every certified copy of an entry other than 
those above mentioned {Id., s. 36), in addi- 
tion to the inland revenue stamp of Id - 2 6 

For inspection of list of places oi meeting for 
religious worship. (19 & 20 Vict, c 81, s. 7) 1 

Fees to Eegistbabs of Births and Deaths. 

Births arid deaths: — 

For registering a birth or death at the place 
where the child was bom or deceased died, 
such place not being a publie institution 
(37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, sched. 2) - - - 1 
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£ s. d. 

For registering a birth after three months, but 
before twelve months (37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, 
sched. 2) 026 

For registering a birth or death after twelve 
months {Id,, sched. 2) - - - -050 

For taking and transmitting a declaration made 
by an informant respecting a birth in another 
sub-district (/d, sched. 2) - - - 2 

For entering baptismal or other name of child 
after the registration of the birth {Id., 
sched. 2) 010 

For correction of an error of fact or substance 
in register book {Id., sched. 2) - - - 2 6 

For each of the first twenty entries, whether 
births or deaths, registered in each quarter 
{Id.y s. 31) 2 6 

For every other entry of birth or death 

(6 & 7 WiU. 4, c. 86. 29) - - - - 1 

Collecting certified copies : — 

For collecting quarterly certified copies of 
marriages, or certificate of no-marriage, for 
each church or chapel - - - - 1 

Vaccination : — 

For notice of requirement of vaccination de- 
livered to the parent, &c., of each living 
child whose birth is registered (34 & 35 Vict, 
c. 98) 1 

For every birth or death entered in the monthly 
returns transmitted to a vaccination officer 
{Id., c. 98) 2 

Betv/ms to Sanitary Authority : — 

For every return of deaths made to a sanitary 
authority, 2d.; and for each death entered 
in any such return (37 & 38 Vict. c. 88, s. 28) 2 

Certificates and searches : — 

For certificate of registry of births given at the 
time of registration {Id., s. 30) - - - 3 

For every certificate of birth given on requisi- 
tion for purposes of education or employment 
in labour {Id., s. 29). No fee can be charged 
for search - - - - - - -010 
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£ s, d. 

For every certificate of birUi given on requisi- 
tion under the Factory Acts (7 Vict. c. 15, 
s. 15). Fo fee can be cliarged for searcli - 1 

For certificate of the death of a medical prac- 
titioner transmitted to the Registrar of the 
General Medical Council (21 &22 Vict. c. 90, 
8.45) 2 6 

For certificate of the death of a pharmaceutical 
chemist transmitted to the registrar of the 
Pharmaceutical Society (31 & 32 Vict, c. 121, 
8. 11) 2 6 

For every search extending over aperiod of not 
more than one year (6 & 7 WilL 4, c 86, 
8.35) * 1 

For every additional year {Id,) - - - 6 

Certified copy of cm entry : — 
For every other than those above mentioned 
(Id., s. 35), in addition to the inland revenue 
stampofld 2 6 

Fees to Registbabs of Marriages. 

For every marriage solemnized in his presence 
by license (Id., c 85, s. 22) - - - 10 

For every marriage solemnized in his presence 
without license. (Id,) - - - - 6 

For every search in register of marriages ex- 
tending over a period^ of not more t4i one 
year (Id,, s. 35) 10 

For every additional year. (Id,) - - - 6 

For every certificate of marriage (Id.), in addi- 
tion to the inland revenue stamp of Id. - 2 6 

Fees to Hectors, Vicars, and Curates. 

For registering every marriage in dupHcate, 
and delivering a true copy thereof duly cer- 
tified (1 Vict c. 22, s. 27) - - - 6 

For every certificate of baptism given in form 
of 1st schedule to Registration Act, 1874 
(37 & 38 Vict c. 88, 8. 8) - - - - 1 

For a certificate of baptism, given on requisi- 
tion, under the Factory Acts (7 Vict c. 15, 
8. 15) 10 
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£ s, d» 



For every seaicliin a i^;ister of marriages ex- 
tending over a period of not more than one 
year (6 & 7 Wia4> c. 86, a. 36) - -010 
For every additional year. (Id.) - - - 6 
For every certificate of marriage, from the per- 
son requiring the same (1(2.), in addition 
to the inland revenue stamp of li. - - 2 6 

Fees to Reoistebing Officebs of the Sogiett of 
Friends, and to Segbetabies of Stnaqogxtes. 

Tor every search, in a register of marriages ex- 
tended over a period of not more than one 
year (6 & 7 WilL 4, c. 86, s. 35) - -010 
For every additional year (Id,) - - - 6 
For every certificate of mamage (Id), in addi- 
tion to the inland revenue stamp of Id, - 2 6 
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ABODE. See Kbsidxncb. 

ABSTRACT, ANNUAL, 

Of births, deaths and marriages to be sent to Local Govern- 
ment Board by Begistrar General, 51. To be laid before 
Parliament^ 51« 

ACCOUNTS. 

Quarterly accounts of births and deaths registered to be 
made out by registrars, and after verification by super- 
intendent registrar to be presented to g^uardians for 
payment, 61. 

ACTION, SPECIAL, 

Persons liable to, for obstructing a marriage by frivolous 
caveat, 97. 

ACTS, 

Marriage under Begistration Acts to be good and cog- 
nizable, 147. Marriage Act (1836) not to affect marriages 
of the Eoyal Family, 100. 

ADMIRALTY 

To direct commanding officers of Her Majesty's ships as to 
making returns of births and deaths at sea, 82. 

AFFIRMATION. See Dbclabation. • 

APPEAL 

To Registrar General in case of refusal of license or certifi- 
cate by superintendent registrar, 83. To archbishop, by 
patron or incumbent of chapel, against bishop's license, 
94. To the general or quarter sessions where penalty 
under Registration Act exceeds £5, 71. 
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APPOINTMENT OP OFFICERS, 

Of the Beg^trar General, 49. Of assistant to Registrar 
General, 109. Of officers, clerks, &c., of GkneraJ lU- 
gister Office, 50. Of superintendent registrars, 51 ; of 
temporary superintendent registrars, 55; of depvty su* 
perintendent registrars, 21; of interim superintendent 
registrars, 22. Of registrars of births and deaths, 52; 
of temporary r^istrars of births and deaths, 55; of 
deputy registrars of births and deaths, 21 ; of interim 
registrars of births and deaths, 22. Of registrars of 
marriages, 85, 112, 141; of deputy re^strars of mar- 
riages, 141. Of r^stration officers exempt from stamp 
duty, 56. 

ARCHBISHOP 

May be appealed to against bishop's Uoense of chapel for 
marriages, 94. His order thereon to be final, and to be 
registered in diocesan registry, 94. 

ARCHBISHOP OP CANTERBURY, 

Right to g^rant special license for marriage not affected, 77. 

ATTESTATION OF MARRIAGE NOTICES 

May be made by superintendent or his deputy, or by regis- 
trars or depu% registrars, 129. 

BANNS, 

Publication of and marriage by, not affected by Marriage 
Act, 77. May be published in licensed chapels, 116. 
Words to be exhibited in licensed chapel showing that 
banns may be published there, 116. Publication of, where 
parties reside in different districts, 117. Superintendent 
registrar's certificate may, with consent of minister, be 

substituted for banns, 77> 118, 137. 

■ 

BAPTISM. See also Name. 

Name given in baptism may be entered within twelve months 
after registration of birth, on delivery to reg^trar of 
baptismid certificate, 8. Form of bisiptismal certifi- 
cate, 190. 

BAPTISM, REGISTERS OF, 

Not to be interfered with by Registration Act, 72. 

BIRTHS, REGISTRATION OF. 

Particulars to be registered concenung a birth to be those 
specified in schedule A of Act of 1836, as amended by Acts 
of 1837 and 1874, 39. Place of birth to be inserted in re* 
gister, 105. 
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BIRTHS, REGISTRATION OF— continued. 

Informants entitled on payment of Zd, to a certificate of 
birth having been registered, 25. Form of certificate, 

189. Notices, informations, declarations, certificates, &c., 
inyolved in registration of births may be sent by post*, 87. 
Correction of errors in birth register (see Ebbobs). 
Births at sea (see Ssa). 

Information : — 
Information of birth (see iKPOBiiAirrs) tD be given to 
re^trar within forty-two days, 2. In default of infor- 
mation, registrar may, after lapse of forty-two days, 
issue requisition to informants to come to him to effect 
' re^tration of birth, 2. Form of requisition, 186. Finder 
of exposed living new-bom child (foundling), or person 
taking charge of it, to give information to registrar within 
seven days, 3. 

JEiegistration : — 
Duty of registrar to inform himself of occurrence of 
births, and to register them gratis at his office or in 
public institution within three months, 3. Registrar 
entitled to fee of Is. for registering birth, if required 
to attend at place of birth or at informant's house- 
public institutions excepted, 4. After lapse of three 
months, and before expiration of twelve months, birth 
{Ban only be registered in presence of superintendent re- 
gistrar, who must sign entry, 4. Form of declaration, 187. 
After lapse of twelve months no birth to be re^stered 
except on written authority of Registrar General which 
must be entered in register, 5. Informant removing from 
sub-district in which birth occurs, may within three months, 
g^ve written particulars to registrar of sub-district in which 
he resides for transmission to sub-district where the regis- 
tration is to be effected, 6. Form of declaration, 188. 
Father of illegitimate child not required to give informa- 
tion of birth, and his name not to be entered in register 
unless at joint request of mother and father, 7. 

Alteration of Name : — 

After birth has been registered, insertion]) or alteration of 
name in register permissible within twelve months, on pro- 
duction of prescribed certificate, 7* Forms of certificate, 

190. Minister or person performing rite of baptism entitled 
to fee of Is. for giving certificate of name for insertion in 
register, 8. Provisions relating to insertion or alteration 
of name applicable in cases of births at sea, 8. 

^Penalties : — 
Penalty on parent who fails to give information of birth 
to registrar, 35. Penalty for contravening provisions 
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BIRTHS, REGISTRATION OF^-eonHmied. 

relative to r^istration of births after lapse of three 
months, 6. Penalty on informants who refuse to answer 
questions of, or to comply with requisitions of re^trar, 
85. Penalty for refusing or failing to give or send any 
certificate connected with registration of birth, 35. 
Penalty on informai)]ts for wilfully making any false 
statement, 36. Penalty for representing cMldren bom 
alive to J^ave been still-bom, 36. Registrar refusing, or 
without reasonable cause omitting to register birth, liable 
to a penalty, 27. 

BISHOP 

May license chapels of the Church of England for the 
solemnization of marriages, with consent of the patron and 
incumbent, or without consent after two months' notice 
from registrar of diocese, 92. May specify the limits of 
district, the amount and apportionment of dues, &c., 92. 
To receive from the patron and incumbent a statement of 
reasons for refosal, and to examine their nature, 92. His 
adjudication, copy of notice and statement of reasons, to 
be registered in re^try of diocese, 92. May be appealed 
from, by patron or incumbent, to the archbishop, 94. 
May, with archbishop's consent, revoke his license of 
chapel for marriage, 95. Such consent and revocation to 
be registered in diocese, and advertised, 95. 

BOARD OF GUARDIANS. See Guabdiai^s. 

BOARD OP TRADE 

To prescribe directions to commanding officers of ships (other 
than in Her Majesty's service) as to sending returns of 
births and deaths at sea to Registrar General of Shipping 
and Seamen, 30. 

BOND 

Of £100 to be given by superintendent registrar before he 
can grant marriage Ucense, 82. 

BOOKS FOR REGISTERS. See Rboisteb Books and 

FOBHS 

BUILDINGS FOR MARRIAGES. See PX.ACES 70B SoiSH- 
srizATioK OP Mabbiaqe. 

BURIAL. 

Person causing body to be buried, to be an informant of 
death, 9. 10. In inquest cases, coroner may authorize 
burial of body before the death is registered, 14. Regis- 
trar to give certificate for burial to informant of death or 
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BUEIAL — continued. 

to undertaker, 14. Forms of re^strar's certificate, 194. 
Begistrar's certificate or coroner's order for burial to be 
delivered at burial to person officiating, 14. Form 
of coroner's order for burial, 196. Person officiating at 
burial to give notice to registrar within seven days of 
non-delivery oif registrar's certificate or coroner's order, 
15. Burial of deceased child as still-bom, with wilfol 
knowledge, prohibited, 15. Burial of still-bom children 
prohibited in burial ground, except on production of 
medical or other evidence of fiict of stiU-birth, or of 
coroner's order, 15. Burial of more than one body in a 
coffin prohibited, except on delivery by undertaker to 
person officiating at burial of written notice giving par- 
ticulars of each such body, 16. 

Penalties .— 

Penalty for failing to deliver registrar's certificate or 
coroner's order to person officiating at burial, 15. Penalty 
for failure to give notice to registrar, of burial without 
certificate or order, 15, Penalty for contravention of 
enactments relating to burial of still-bom children^ 16. 
Penalty for contravention of enactment relating to burial 
of more than one body in a coffin, 17. 

BURIALS, REGISTEBS OP, 

Not to be interfered with by Begistration Act» 72. 

CAUSE OP DEATH,* 

To be one of the particulars required to be registered in res- 
pect of every death, 9. Medical certificate of cause of death 
must accompany preliminary notice of death to registrar, 
10. In inquest cases, jury to inquire into, and coroner's 
certificate to set forth, the cause of death, 13.. Regis- 
trar General to furnish printed forms of certificate of cause 
of death, and registrar to supply them gratis to registered 
medical practitioners, 17. Form of certificate, 193. 
Registered medical practitioner in attendance during last 
illness of deceased to give certificate of cause of death to 
informant, who must deliver it to registrar for entry in 
register, 18. In inquest cases coroner's certificate to suffice 
for registration of cause of death without production of 
medical certificate, 18. 

PenaUiet ;— 

Person receiving certificate of cause of death from medical 
practitioner, and failing to deliver it to registrar, liable to 
penalty, 18. Penalty for wilMly refusing or failing 
to give certificate of cause of death, 86. Penally for 
wilfully making false statement as to cause of death* 36. 
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CAVEAT 

Hay be entered with superintendent registrar against grant 
of marriage certificate or license, 82. Certificate or 
license not to be issued until caveat is withdrawn or 
decided upon by superintendent, 82. Superintendent 
may refer caveat to Registrar General, 83. Appeal to 
Be^trar General against caveat by party requiring the 
issue of certificate or license, 83. If caveat entered on 
frivolous grounds, person entering it liable to special 
action, 97. Registrar General's certificate of frivolous 
caveat to be evidence, 104. 

CEMETERY AUTHORITIES. See Bueial. 

CERTIFICATE FOR MARRIAGE. 

If without license, certificate may be issued after twenty-one 
days from entry of notice, 131. If by license, certificate 
may be issued after one day from entry of notice, 135. 
Form of certificate, 150. Registrar General to supply 
forms, separately distinguished as to those for use without 
license, 80. Fee for cei^ficate Is, to superintendent, 132^ 
136. 

Saperintendent registrar unduly' issuing certificate guilty 
of felony, 98. Certificate available for marriage at any 
time within three months, 182, 136. Certificate may, 
with consent of clergy, be substituted for publication of 
banns, 77, 118, 137. To whom certificate should be de- 
livered at time of marriage, 84. 

Issue of certificate when marriage is to take place out of 
district in which parties reside, 120, 139, 140. Certificate 
may be. issued in England for marriage by license in 
Ireland, 125. Certificate may be issued in Ireland for 
marriage without license in England, 134. Certificate of 
proclamation of banns in Scotland as to party resident 
there, equivalent to superintendent registrar's certificate, 
135. 

Forbidding Certificate : — 

Forbidding issue of certificate, 80. Penalty for wrong- 
fully forbidding issue of certificate, 143. Caveat may 
be entered (on payment of 6s.) against issue of certi- 
ficate, 82. Appeal to Registrar General against caveat 
83. If caveat entered on frivolous grounds, person enter-< 
ing it liable to special action, 97. Registrar General's 
certificate of frivolous caveat to be evidence, 104. 

CERTIFICATES. See Bubiai., Causb op Death, Cebtitied 
Copies, Childbek, Inquest, Name, Places op Wobshif, 
Ceetipioatiok, Still-Bosn. 
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CERTIFIED COPIES OP REGISTERS 

May be obtained from clergy, &c,, and from registrars, 
66; from superintendent registrar, 26; from General 
Register Office, 67. Copies given at General Register 
Office to be stamped with official seal and to be re« 
o^vable in evidence, 68. When certified copy is not 
evidence of birth or death, 33. Copy of birth register to 
be supplied on requisition for educational purposes, 24; 
for purposes of Pactory Acts^ 167. Copies of entries in 
marine register book, 82. 

CERTIFIED COPIES, QUARTERLY RETURNS OP. 

Of Marriage JEntries : — 
To be prepared by clergy, Quakers' registering officers, 
and secretaries of synagogues, 64. If no marriage regis- 
tered a nil certificate to be given by clergy, &c., 64. To 
be collected from clergy, &c., by registrar, for delivery 
to superintendent, 115. Clergy, iScc., to be paid Qd. for 
every entry in their quarterly returns of certified copies, 
114; To be prepared by registrar and delivered to super- 
intendent, 90. If no marriage reg^tered a nil certificate 
to be given by registrar, 91. Superintendent to verify 
registrar's copies, 91. 

Of Birth and Death Entries :— 
To be prepared by registrar and delivered to superinten- 
dent, 63. If no birth or death is registered, nil certifi* 
cate to be g^ven, 64. Superintendent to verify copies, 
64. 

OfMwrriaget Birth and Death JEntries ;^ 
To be made up at fixed dates, 113. Penalty for neglect- 
ing to make or to deliver quarterly certified copies to 
superintendent, 115. Porms for quarterly copies to be 
furnished by Registrar (General, 59. Superintendent to 
send quarterly to Registrar General all the certified copies 
received by him, 65. Quarterly copies exempt from 
stamp duty, 177. All certified copies to be kept at 
General Register Office, 66. 

CHAPELS. See Places vob Solehiozation of MAEBiAaE. 

CHEMIST. See Phabmacy Act. 

CHILDREN, EDUCATION, OR EMPLOYMENT OF. 

Certificate of birth of child, when required for any purpose 
connected with the elementary education or employment 
in labour of such child, may be obtained for Is, on the 
requisition of proper authorities, 24. 
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CHURCHES. See Places vob SoLEionzATioir oe Mabbiagb. 

CHUBCH OF ENGLAND (see also Places fob Soleickiza* 
TION op.Mabbl^qe), 
Marriages according to rites of, to be performed as hereto- 
fore, but certificate of superintendent registrar may, 
with consent of clergy, be substituted for publication of 
banns, 76, IIQ, 137. 

CLEBGT (see also OFFiciATnra Ministeb), 

If having control over burial ground, must not permit 
burial of still-bom children except under prescribed 
regulations, 15. To be paid 6d, for every ent^ in their 
quarterly certified copies of marriages, 114. 

CLERK TO BOARD OP GUARDIANS 

To be superintendent registrar, if he think fit, and possess 
the prescribed qualifications, 63. On dismissal from his 
office by Local Government Board, to cease to act as 
superintendent registrar and to be incapable of being re- 
appointed, 53. 

CLERK OP CHAPEL LICENSED BY BISHOP 

To receive the fees and emoluments sanctioned by the 
bishop, 93. 

COMMON FUND 

Means in the case of a single parish, the fund out of which 
the expenses of the g^rdians of such parish are paid* 40. 

CONSENT 

To marriage by license, required as before the passing of 
Marriage Act of 1836, 81. Of proper persons must be 
signified in solemn declaration accompanying notice of 
marriage in case of minors, 129. Of minister, truatee, &c., of 
registered building to its use for solemnization of marriage 
required, 137. Of patron or incumbent of parish to 
bishop's license of chapel for marriages, 91. Bishop may, 
after two months' notice, license without, 92. Reasons 
for withholding may be submitted to the bishop, who 
must examine them before issuing license, 92. Patron 
or incumbent may appeal to the archbishop, whose order 
is to be final, 94. Of Archbishop necessary to revocation 
of license or order, 95. 

CONSULAR OFFICERS. 

Board of Trade may direct captains of ships to deliver re- 
turns of births and deaths on board to consular officers in 
foreign ports, 31. 
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CORONER. See Inqxtest. 
COSTS. See PBOSEOxmoirs. 
CURATE. See Cubrqymuls, Ministsb. 
DEATHS, REGISTRATION OF. See also BuBiAi., Still- 

BOBN. 

Particulars required to be registered concerning a death to 
be those specified in Schedule B. of Act of 1836, as 
amended by Acts of 1837 and 1874, 39. Place of 
death may be inserted in registers, 105. All deaths 
and causes of deaths to be registered pursuant to 
Registration Acts 1836-1874, 9. Notices, information£f» 
declarations, certificates, &c., inyolved in registration of 
deaths may be sent by post, 37. Copies of death 
registers (see Cebtipied Copies). Correction of errors 
in death registers (see Ebbobs). Deaths at sea (see Sea). 

Information : — 
Information of death taking place in a house (see Infob« 
Hants) to be given to registrar within five days, 9. 
Information of death taking place not in a house, or 
of dead body found exposed (see Iitfobmants), to be 
given to registrar within five days, 10. Time for effect- 
ing registration of death, extended to fourteen days on 
preliminary written notice being sent to registrar, together 
with medical certificate of the cause of death, 10. In 
default of information being g^ven registrar may, after 
lapse of fourteen days, issue requisition to informants to 
come to him to effect registration of death, 11. Form of 
requisition, 191. 

Begistration : — 

Duty of registrar to inform himself of occurrence of 
deaths and to regbter them gratis at his office or in 
public institutions within twelve months^ 11. Registrar 
entitled to fee of Is, for registering death if required by 
informant to attend at place of death or at informant's 
house — public institutions excepted, 12. After lapse of 
twelve months no death to be registered except on written 
authority of Registrar General, which must be entered 
in register, 12. 

Inquests : — 

In inquest cases, coroner to send to registrar within five 

days of finding of jury, certified particulars, to be entered 

in register, 13. Form of coroner's certificate, 195. When 

death has been registered prior to holding of inquest the 
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finding of jary to be registered in fresh enisy, 13. 
Inquest absolves informant from liability to reqnisitioQ 
of re^strar and from penalty for failing to give infer- 
mation, 13. 

Surial : — 
In inqnest cases, but not otherwise, coroner empowered 
to authorize burial of body before the death is registered, 
14. Form of coroner's order for burial, 196. Upon 
roistering a death, or receiving written requisition to 
attend to re^ster a death, or receiving due notice of its 
occurrence, registrar to issue to informant or undertaker 
a certificate of re^stry or notification of death, 14. Forms 
of certificate of regisisry and of notification of death, 194. 
Minister or other person officiating at burial must give 
notice to registrar within seven days of non-delivery of 
reg^trar's certificate or coroner's order for burial^ 15. 

Cause of Death : — 
Cause of death to be stated by re^stered medical practi- 
tioner in attendance on deceased, and to be entered in the 
register of deaths, together with name of certifying 
piuctitioner, 18. Form of medical certificate of cause of 
death, 193. Cause of death in inquest cases to be taken 
from coroner's certificate, 18. 

Penalties : — 
Penalty on informants who refuse to answer questions of, 
or to comply with requisitions of, registrar, 34. Penalty 
for contravening provisions relative to registration of 
deaths after lapse of twelve months, 12. Penalty on infor- 
mant for non-delivery to registrar, of medical certificate 
of cause of death, 18. Penalty for refusing or failing to 
give or send any certificate connected with regiBtration 
of death, 35. Penalty on informants of the first instance 
who fail to give information of death to registrar, 35. 
Penalty on informants for wilfully making any false state- 
ment, 36. Penalty for representing children bom alive to 
have been still-bom, 36. Registrar refusing, or without 
reasonable cause omitting, to r^^ster death, liable to a 
penalty, 27. 

DECLARATION. 

Solemn declaration accepted under Registration Acts in lien 
of oath, 116. Declaration before superintendent regis* 
trar for registration of birth over three months, 5. Form 
of declaration, 187. Declaration of particulars for regis- 
tration of birth when informant has removed from sub- 
district, 6. Form of declaration, 188. Declaration of 
stUl-blrth for purposes of burial, 15. Statutory declara- 
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tion required for correction of error of fact or substance 
in register, 28. Penalty for making or using any false 
dedamtion, 36. 

DECLARATION FOR MARRIAGE. 

Solemn declaration to accompany notice of marriage, 128. 
Form of declaration, 148. Form of declaration for mar- 
riage out of district, 123. Declaration to be subscribed 
in presence of registration officer, who shall attest the 
game, 129. Endorsement on notice of declaration for 
marriage out of district, 120. Declaration to be made at 
time of marriage that there is no lawful impediment, 89. 
Such declaration to be translated into Welsh, 112. Persons 
wilfully making false declaration to be guilty of peijury, 
122, 130, 143. 

DEPUTY. 

Superintendent registrar and registrars of births and deaths 
to appoint deputies, 21. Registrar of marriages may 
appoint a deputy, 141. Deputies to have, while acting, all 
the powers and to be under same obligations as their 
principals, 21, 141. Deputies to hold office during plea- 
sure of their principals, subject to removal by Registrar 
General, 21, 142. On vacation of office by principals 
their deputies to become interim officers, 22, 142. Deputy 
registrar of births and deaths must have residence or 
office within sub-district for which he acts, and must 
attend at office and at stations at times approved by 
Re^trar General, 23. 

DIOCESE, REGISTRAR OF, 

To g^ve written notice to patron and incumbent of parish of 
bishop's intended license of a chapel for marriages, 92. 
To register in registry of diocese every instrument of 
consent of patron and incumbent ; or if consent refused, 
copy of notice, statement of reasons for refusal of 
consent, and bishop's adjudication thereon, 92. To 
register archbishop's final order on appeal against license, 
94. To register archbishop's consent to revocation of 
license or order, and bishop's revocation thereof, 95. To 
notify revocation to officiating minister of chapel, and to 
advertise it in county newspaper and London Gazette, 95. 
To send annually to Registrar General a list of all licensed 
chapels within his district, with particulars, 96. 

DISMISSAL. 

Officers of unions holding office under the Registration Acts 
who are dismissed fix>m their union offices by Local 

L 
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Goyemment Board, cease to be registration officers and 
are not eligible for reappointment, 53. Begistration 
officers dismissed by Registrar Geneinl incapable of reap- 
pointment» 53. 

DISTRICT BEGISTEE OFFICE. See Offices. 

DISTRICTS (see also SxTFBBiNTEKDEin? Registbas), 

Formation of, 51. Temporary districts, 55. Registrar 
General may nnite districts, 105. Appointment of super- 
intendent of united district, 106. Notice of union of 
districts to be g^yen in London Gazette and in county 
newspaper, 107. Registrar General may diyide union 
into districts, 107. Notice of such division to be giyen in 
London Qaaette, 107. Appointment of superintendents 
of divided districts, 108. Superintendent registrar's 
office to be taken to be within district although not locally 
situated therein, 108. Provisions relating to union or 
division of districts which are poor law unions, extended 
to all districts, 20. 
In case of chapel licensed by bishop limits of district 
to be specified in license, 92. Marriages may take place 
in licensed chapels though only one of the parties is 
resident in the district, 116. Publication of banns 
where the parties reside in different districts, 117* Issue 
of superintendent's certificate may stand instead of 
publication of banns for church marriages within his dis- 
trict, 118. Seven days' residence in district necessary 
prior to giving notice for marriage without lioense» 128. 
Fifbeen d^ys' residence necessary prior to giving notice for 
license, 129. In case of marriage by license the notice 
may be given in one district only, 132. Marriages out of 
district in which parties reside, 119, 120, 139, 14f), 

DUES, 

Appropriation of, on marriages in licensed chapels, to be 
regulated by bishop, 93. 

DUTIES 

Of Registrar General, of clerkE^ &c., of GknenJ Register 
Office, and of registration officers, may be regulated by 
Local Government Board, or by Registrar General with 
Board's sanction, 50. 

ELEMENTARY EDUCATION. See Cmismss. 
EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN. See Childbek. 
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ENTRY OF BIRTH, DEATH, OR MARRIAGE. See B1ETH8, 
Deaths, MABBiAass. 

ERRORS 
In Birth or Death JEntries : — 
No alteration in an^ reg^ter of births or deaths to be made 
except as authorized by Act of 1874, 28. Any clerical 
error may be corrected by authorized person, subject to 
prescribed rules, 28. An error of fact or substance may 
be corrected by entry in margin, by officer having custody 
of register on production of statutory declaration, 28. An 
error of fact or substance occurring in coroner's certificate 
may be corrected by officer having custody of register on 
receipt of amended certificate from coroner, 29. 

In Marriage Entries : — 

In registers of marriages, may be amended within one month 
after discovery, in the presence of the parties married, or of 
the superintendent registrar and two witnesses, in absence 
of the parties married, 70. Correction to be made by 
entry in the margin, without altering original entry, 70. 
Marginal entry to be signed, and to be made in duplicate 
marriage books and certified copies, 70. 

EVIDENCE. 

Registrar General's certificate of frivolous caveat to be evi- 
dence, 104. After marriage, not necessary to its validity 
to adduce proof of residence of parties within the districts, 
or of the required consent having been obtained, or as to 
building in which it was solemnized having been a cer- 
tified place of religious worship, 142. Certified copies of 
entries in registers, sealed with official seal, to be evidence 
of birth, death, or marriage, 68. When entries or cer- 
tified copies are not evidence of birth or death, 33. 

EXTRA-PAROCHIAL PLACES. 

Provision for including them in sub-districts, 105. 

FACTORY ACTS. 

Certified copy of entry of birth or baptism when required 
for the purposes of the Factory Acts must be given by 
person having custody of register on production of requi- 
sition signed by an inspector or sub-inspector of factories, 
167. Fee of 1«. to be paid by applicant for such certified 
copy, 167. Inspector of factories may require certified 
copy of birth entry from General Register Office free of 
charge either for search or copy, 168. 

FEES. 

Table of fees payable to registration officers, and to clergy 

l2 
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and others in reference to registration duties, 202. 
Superintendent registrars and registrars of births and 
deaths may recover fees as debts, S. 

FELONY. See Offekcbs and "PssAJuriBa. 
FINES. See Offekcbs and Pbnaliisb. 

FIBEPKOOF REPOSITORIES (see also Ibon Boxes), 

To be provided in all register offices by guarcUans on plan 
approved by Registrar General, 27* 

FORBIDDING MARRIAGE. See Cbbtipicate pob Mas- 

BIAGE. 

FORGERY. 

Forgery Act, 1861, 171. Penalty for forging or frandnlently 
altering renters of births, deaths, and marriages, or in cer- 
tified copies thereof, 171. Penalty for forging or falsifying 
any certificate, declaration, or order, under Act of 1874i» 36. 
Penalty for forging or fraudulently altering marriage 
license or certificate 171. Penalty for forging or alter- 
ing copy of register to be sent to registrar, 172. 

FORMS. 

Local Government Board and Registrar General empowered 
to alter forms in schedules of Registration Acts, and to 
prescribe new ones, 37. Alteration of forms or prescrip- 
tion of new forms in schedules of Acts to be made by order 
to be published in London Gazette and laid before Par- 
liament, 38. Forms so altered or prescribed to have legal 
effect, 38. 

(For the various forms used in Registration, see under 
BiBTHS, Deaths, Sohbduljes, and also pp. 186-196). 

FOUNDLINGS. 

Finder of exposed living new born child, or person taking 
charge of it, to g^ve notice to registrar within seven 
days, 3. 

FRAUDULENT MARRIAGE. 

Guilty party to forfeit all property accruing fcom the mar- 
riage, 143. 

FRIENDS, SOCIETY OF. See Quazbbs 
FUNERAL. See Bitbial. 
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GENERAL BEGISTER OFFICE, 
Institation of, 49. 

GTJABDIANS. 

Notice of marriage not to be read or published before 
them, 128. The term " g^nardians '' includes any body 
of persons performing the functions of guardians withm 
the meaning of the Acts relating to tiie relief of the 
poor, 40. The term " common fimd" means, in the case 
of a single parish, the fund out of which the expenses of 
the guardians of such parish are paid, 40. 

Appointment of Registration Officers : — 

Clerk to guardians (if duly qualified) to have the option of 
becoming superintendent registrsir, 53. To appoint a 
superintendent registrar in case of refusal or disqualifica- 
tion of clerk, 63. To appoint superintendent registrars 
for divided districts, 107. To appoint a registrar of births 
and deaths to each sub-district, who must have such 
qualifications as the Registrar General may require, 62. 
If they do not appoint superintendents or registrars 
within fourteen days, the appointments lapse to Registrar 
General, 109. 

Ibrmation of Sub-districts : — 
To divide union or parish into re^strars* sub-districts, and 
to publish within the union notice of such division, 52. 
Neglect to form sub-districts provided for, 108. 

Provision of Register Offices : — 
To provide and uphold reg^ister offices according to plan 
approved by Registrar General, 64. May borrow 
money for providing register offices, 111. If they neg- 
lect to provide register offices, the Treasury may direct 
such provision. 111. Guardians of unions under local 
Acts to be subject to same obligations to provide renter 
offices as guardians of poor law unions, 26. To provide at 
expense of common fund, fire-proof repositories in register 
offices, and to pay rent of temporary register offices, 27. 
In the case of united unions the guardians of each union 
to contribute proportionally to the cost of register office, 
27. 

JPayment of Fees : — 
To repay superintendent registrars sums paid by them 
to clergy for certified copies of marriages, 114. To pay 
fees to registrars for duties under Vaccination Acts, 166. 
To pay fees to registrars on production of verified quar- 
terly accounts of births and deaths registered, 60. 

HOUSE 

Includes a public institution as defined in Act of 1874, 39. 
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ILLEGITIMATE CHILD. 

Father of illegitimate child not reqnired to give infomiAtioii 
of birth, and his name not to be entered in register 
unless at joint request of mother and himself, 7. 

IMPEDIMENT TO MARRIAGE. 

Solemn declaration to accompany notice of marriage that 
there is no impediment of kindred or alliance, or other 
lawfal hindrance, 128. 

INDEXES. 

Registrar General to supply forms for indexes of register 
books to superintendent registrars, 26. Superintendents 
to cause indexes to be made, 26. Indexes to be trans* 
ferred on vacation of office by superintendent registrar to 
his successor, 26. Public entitled at reasonable hours to 
search local indexes, on payment of fee, 26. Indexes to 
certified copies of registers in General Register Office 
to be made and to be open to the public for search on 
payment of fees, 67. 

INDICTMENT. 

In offences under Act of 1874, punishable on indictment, 
court of summary jurisdiction may adjourn case to 
enable proceedings to be taken, 39. A prosecution on 
indictment for an offence under Act of 1874 must be 
commenced within three years after commission of the 
offence, 39. 

INFORMANTS 
Of Births:^ 
Information of birth to be given to registrar within forty-two 
days by father and mother of child, or occupier of house in 
which birth occtirs, or each person present at birth, or 
person having charge of child, 2. Informants neglecting 
to give information of birth may be required by registrar 
to come to him to effect registration of birth, 2. Finder 
of exposed living new-bom child (foundling) or person 
taking charge of it, to give notice to reg^trar within 
seven days, 3. Duty of registrar to inform himself of 
occurrence of births, 3. Informants to pay a fee to 
registrar if they require him to attend at place of birth, 
or at their own residences— -public institutions excepted, 
4. When a birth is not registered within three months, 
informants may be required to, or may voluntarily, have it 
registered up to twelve months in presence of superinten- 
dent registrar, 4. Informant removing from sub-district 
in which birth occurs may within three months from 
birth give information to registrar of sub-district in 
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which he then resides, 6. Father of illegitimate child 
not required to g^ve information of birth, 7. Informants 
entitled on payment of 3c^. to a certificate of birth 
having been registered, 25. 

Of Deaths .— 
Information of death occnrring in a house to be given to 
r^strar within five days by nearest relatives of deceased 
present at death or in attendance daring the last illness, 
or every other relative dwelling in same sub-district, or 
each person present at death, or occupier of house in 
which death occurs, or each inmate of house in which 
death occurs, or person causing body to be buried, 9. 
Information of death occuring not in a house, or of dead 
body fownd exposed, to be given to r^istrar within five 
days by every relative of deceased having knowledge of 
requisite particulars, or every person present at death, or 
any person finding body, or any person taking charge of 
body, or person causing body to be buried, 10. Infor- 
mants may send to registrar preliminary written notice 
of death, accompanied by mescal certificate of cause of 
death, and in such case the time for completing the regis- 
tration of the death may be extended to fourteen days, 10. 
Informants neglecting to give information of death may 
be required by registrar to come to him to effect registra- 
tion of death, 11. Duty of re^strar to inform himself of 
occurrence of death, 11. Informants to pay a fee of 1^. 
to registrar if they require him to attend at place of 
death or at their own residences — public institutions 
excepted, 12. Information of death in inquest cases to 
be sent by coroner to registrar within five days after 
finding of jury, 13. Informants absolved in inquest 
cases from liability to requisitions of re^trar, and from 
penalty for failing to g^ve information of death, 13. In- 
formation of burial (see Bubial). Information of 
cause of death to be supplied by medical attendant or by 
coroner, 18. Penalties on informants (see Penalties). 

INMATE 

Of the house in which a death has occurred, is a qualified 
informant of the death, 9. 

INQUEST. 

Jury to inquire of particulars required to be reg^tered 
concerning death, 13. Coroner to send certificate of 
finding of jury to reg^istrar within five days, 13. Form 
of coroner's certificate, 195. Penalty for neglecting to 
send certificate, 35. Inquest absolves ordinary infer- 
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mants fh)m daty of giving information of death to regiB' 
trar, 13. Coroner may, by written order, authorize 
burial of body before registration of death, upon holding 
an inquest, 14. Form of coroner's order for burial, 196. 
Coroner's order for burial to be delivered to person offici- 
ating at burial, 14. Certificate of findmg of jury to 
suffice for re^stration of cause of death, without produc- 
tion of mescal certificate, 18. Coroner may give 
certificate for correction of error of fact or substance in 
certificate previously supplied by him relative to in- 
quest, 29. Circular letter to coroners, 197. 

INSTITUTIONS. See Public iNSTiTunoNS. 

INTERIM REGISTRAR OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS. 

On the registrar's death, resignation, or vacation otherwise 
of office, his deputy to become interim registrar, 22. In- 
terim registrar to act as registrar, and to have all the 
powers and be subject to all the obligations of a r^^- 
trar, 22. When there is no interim registrar, the Registrar 
General may require superintendent to appoint one, 22. 

INTERIM REGISTRAR OF MARRIAGES. 

If registrar of marriages dies, or otherwise ceases to hold 
office, his deputy to become registrar of marriages until 
another appoinbnent is made, 142. 

INTERIM SUPERINTENDENT REGISTRAR. 

On the superintendent registrar's death, resignation, or 
vacation otherwise of office, his deputy to become interim 
superintendent, 22. Interim superintendent registrar to 
act as superintendent, and to have all the powers and be 
subject to all the obligations of a superintendent, 22. 

IRELAND. 

Provision for marriage by license in Ireland, when one of 
the parties resides in England, 124 ; notice to be given 
to superintendent registrar of English district in which 
party resides, 125 ; seven days after notice given, super- 
intendent to issue his certificate for marriage by license in 
Ireland, 125. Person resident in Ireland may ^ve notice 
there for marriage without license in England, 1 38. Mar- 
riage Act of 1856 not to extend to, 147. Returns of 
births and deaths at sea, of persons of Irish nationality, 
to be sent to Registrar General of Ireland by Registrar 
General of Shipping and Seamen, and by commanding 
officers of Her Majesty's ships, 81. 
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IRON BOXES (see also Fibb Pboop Kefositobieb), 

To be famislied by Beg^istrar General to superintendent 
registrar for use of registrars, 67. Begisters to be kept 
therein, and boxes always to be left locked, 57> To be 
transferred on removal of registrar to his successor, 67. 
Proceedings in case of refusal to deliver up, 67. 

JEWS 

May contract marriage as heretofore, provided they obtain 
superintendent registrar's certificate or license, and that 
both parties profess the Jewish religion, 77, 145. Exempted 
from operation of 3 & 4 Vict. c. 72, 122. President of 
London Committee of Deputies of the British Jews to 
certify in writing to Begisbrar General who are secretaries 
of synagogues, 62. Begistrar General to Airmsh marriage 
register books and forms to each certified secretary of 
synagogue, 62, 146. Marriages to be registered in dupli- 
cate by secretary of synagogue, 62. Secretary of syna- 
gogue empowered to ask of parties married, particulars 
for entry in register, 68. Secretary before registering 
marriage to satiusfy himself that proceedings have been 
conformable to usages of Jews, 63. 

JUBY. See IjrQirEST. 

KINDBED. See Impediment. 

LICENSE FOB MABBIAGE. 

Bight of surrogate or other persons, or of Archbishop of 
Canterbury, or his officers, to grant not affected, 77. May be 
granted by superintendent registrar for marriage in regis- 
tered building (not belonging to Church of England), or in 
his office, 81. May be granted by superintendent on 
issue of certificate one day after notice duly given and 
entered, 135. Caveat may be entered with superinten- 
dent registrar ag^ainst grant of license, who, in case of 
doubt, may refer to Beg^trar General, 82. Party refused 
the license may also appeal to Begistrar General, 83. 
Marriage may be solemnized at any time within three 
months after issue of license, 136. License to be delivered 
to the person by or before whom the marriage is solem- 
nized, 84. Form of license, 151. Fee to superin- 
tendent for license, 90s., 137. Liable to stamp duty of 
10s., 137. Superintendent registrar to make quarterly 
returns to Begistrar General of licenses granted by him, 81. 
Superintendent regbtrar unduly issuing license to be 
g^Uty of felony, 103. Issue of license (under 3 & 4 Vict. 
c. 72, and under 19 & 20 Vict. c. 119) for marriage out of 
district in which parties reside, 139. License to be 

l3 
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granted in Ireland on English superintendent registrar's 
certificate, 125. Superintendent may issue license for 
marriage of Quakers and Jews, 145. 

LISTS 

Of re^trars of births and deaths in each union, with their 
addresses, to be kept at all union workhouses and poUce 
stations, 23. Of all licensed chapels to be sent yearly by 
registrars of dioceses to B^strar General, who shall print 
yearly a list thereof, and of all registered buildings for 
marriages, and send such list to every registrar and 
superintendent registrar, 96, 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT BOARD, 

Substitution for Secretary State, 50. Substitution for 
Poor Law Commissioners, 53. May regulate General 
Register Office, and the duties of Registrar General, &c., 
and of registration officers, 50. To lay annually before 
Parliament abstracts of births, deaths, and marriages 
re^stered, 61. May direct the manner of keeping r^^sters 
in General Register Office for inspection, 66. To form all 
parishes, &c., not under boards of guardians into tempo- 
rary districts, 55. May sanction alteration of limits of 
sub-districts, 19. To direct publication of changes in. 
sub-districts to be made for local information, 20. Appoint- 
ment of any officer of guardians (except derk to guar- 
dians), to any office under the R^istration Acts, to be 
subject to Board's approval, 54. Removal of any officer 
of guardians by the Board, incapacitates him from holding 
office under the Registration Acts, 54. Power, by order* 
to alter forms in schedules to Acts, to prescribe new forms, 
and to make regulations, 37. Orders so made to be pub- 
lished in London Gazette and laid before Parliament, 38. 

MARINE REGISTER BOOK 

To be kept by Registrar General as record of births and 
deaths occurring at sea, 32. To be deemed to be a cer- 
tified copy of a register book within the meaning of the 
Registration Acts, 32. 

MARRIAGE. 

Repeal of parts of 52 Geo. 3, c. 146, and 4 Geo. 4. c. 76, 
relating to registration of marriages, 48. May be solem- 
nized by ministers of Church of England as before passing 
of Act of 1836, 76. May, with consent of clergy, be 
solemnized in Church of England on superintendent 
registrar's certificate in lieu of publication of banns, 77» 
118, 137. Of Quakers and Jews (see Jbws, Qxtaksbs). 
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Preliminary Procedure .*— 

Notice of marriage (see Nones). Solemn declaration, 
(see DeoIiABAtion.) Superintendent registrar's certificate 
for marriage (see Csbtipicatb). Forbidding marriage 

isee Cebtipioatb tor Mabbiaoe). Publication of banns 
see BAifNS). Marriage by license (see Licekse). Mar- 
riage out of district in which parties reside (see Distbict). 
Miffriage in Ireland or Scotland (see Ibelanp, Scotlah^d). 



Solemmzation : — 
Where marriages may take place (see Places pob 
Soi^EicNizATiOK 07 Mabblaoe). Cases in which mar- 
riage may be -solemnized out of district in which par- 
ties dweU, 120, 139, 140. Marriages on superinten- 
dent's certificate without license not to be solemnized 
until after twenty-one days from entry of notice, 83. 
Marriages on superintendent's license may take place at 
once, 136. If solemnization does not take place within 
three months from entry of notice the certificate or license 
becomes void, 84. Church marriages to be solemnized 
according to the rules prescribed by the rubrick, 76. 
Marriages performed in licensed chapels to be regulated 
precisely as those performed in parish churches, 94. No 
marriage may be solemnized in any church, chapel, or 
registered building, without the consent of minister, 
deacons, trustees, or managers thereof, 137. Conditions 
of solemnization in registered bmlding, 88. Form of 
words to be used by contracting parties, 89. Translation 
of this form of words into Welsh tongue for use in Wales, 
112. Conditions of solemnization at superintendent 
registrar's office, 89. No form of religious sendee to be 
used at marriage in register office, but religious ceremony 
may afterwards be added in church or registered building, 
138. Persons unduly solemnizing marriage guilty of 
felony, 98. Marriages unduly solemnized, if with know- 
ledge of parties, null and void, 99. 

Itegistration : — 

Of church marriages, to be made in duplicate by clergyman, 
62. Of marriages of Quakers, to be made in duplicate by 
their re^tering officer, 62. Of marriages of Jews, to be 
made in duplicate by secretary of syi^agogue, 62. Of all 
other marriages, to be made by registrar in whose pre- 
sence they are solemnized, 90. Particulars to be regis- 
tered, 74. Clergy, registering officer of Quakers, secretary 
of synagogue, and registrar, empowered to ask particulars 
of parties married, 68, 97. Begistering officer, or secre- 
tary of synagogue, to satisfy himself before registry that 
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proceedings have been conformable to usages of Quakers 
or Jews, 63. Marriage register to be signed by dei^- 
man, other registering officer, or registrar, by the parties 
married, and by two witnesses, 63, 90. Penalty of £60 
for refusal or omission to register a marriage, 69. Person 
causing false statement to be registered concerning a 
marriage, to be guilty of perjury, 69. In case of fraudu- 
lent marriage the guilty party to forfeit all property 
accruing from the marriage, 143. After marriage, ^roai 
of residence or of consent or of due certification of build- 
ing, not necessary to validity of marriage, 142. Proseca- 
tions under Marriages Acts must be commenced within 
three years after offence, 99. 

MEDICAL ACT, 1858. See Medical PRACTirioirBBS. 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. 

Medical Act, 1858, requires that certificates of deaths of 
medical practitioners should be sent by registrar of births 
and deaths to reg^rar of Medical Council, 169. Fee of 
2s. 6d. to registrar for certificate, 169. 
Registered mescal practitioners to be supplied by registrars 
with forms for certifying causes of death, 17. Form of 
certificate, 193. Registered medical practitioner in attend- 
ance during last illness of deceased to give certificate of 
cause of death to informant, 18. Name of certifying 
medical practitioner to be entered in death register, 18. 
In inquest cases medical certificate of cause of death not 
necessary, 18. When a medical practitioner was in 
attendance at the birth of a still-born child, or has 
examined the body after birth, his certificate of such 
attendance or examination should be obtained in order 
that the body may be interred in a burial g^und, 15. 
Penalty for wilfully refusing or failing to give certificate 
of cause of death, 35. 

MERCHANT SHIPPING ACT, 1854. 

Penalties under section 37, of Act of 1874, relating to the 
re^stration of births and deaths at sea, recoverable as 
penalties under Merchant Shipping Act, 33. Terms in 
section 37 of Act of 1874 to have same meaning as in 
Merchant Shipping Act, 33. 

MINISTER. See Clebqy, OFFioiATiNa MnnsTBB. 

MINISTER OF LICENSED CHAPEL 

To perform similar duties to those of nunist«rs of churches, 
94. Fees to for marriage, to be regulated by bishop, 93. 
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MINISTER OP LICENSED CHAPEL -^on^mw^i. 

On revocation of bishop's license, to transmit registers to 
minister of parish church, 95. 

MINOR. 

Notice of marriage of minor to be accompanied by declara- 
tion of consent of legal guardian (if any), 129. 

NAME. 

Name of father of illegitimate child not to be entered in 
register unless at joint request of mother and father, 7. 
After birth has been registered, insertion or alteration of 
name permissible within twelve months, 7. Insertion of 
i^me given after registration to be made in register 
without erasure of original entry, 8. Certified copy of 
entry in which name has been inserted or altered to be 
forthwith sent to Registrar General, 8. When name is 
given or altered on baptism, the officiating minister to 
give baptismal certificate, on receipt of fee, 8. When 
name is given or altered without baptism, certificate of 
new or altered name to be signed by person at whose 
instance the new or altered name is registered, 8. Form 
certifying name gpiven in baptism, 43, 190. Form cer- 
tifying name not given in baptism, 43, 190. Provisions 
relating to insertion or alteration of name applicable in 
cases of births at sea, 8. 

Name of certifying medical practitioner to be entered in 
register of deatb^ 18. Name of re^strar to be conspicu- 
ously exhibited outside his office, 23. 

NON-PAROCHIAL REGISTERS. 

Such registers made admissible as evidence by 3 & 4 Vict, 
c. 92, 152. Deposit of registers at General Register Office, 
152. Further deposit of registers under Act of 1858, 153. 
Lists of deposited reg^ters to be made, to be open to 
search, and certified extracts therefrom to be given, on 
payment of fees, 153. 

NOTICE OP MARRIAGE, 

To be accompanied by solemn declaration that there is no 
lawful hindrance to proposed marriage, 128. Form of 
notice, 148. If for marriage by license, the notice must 
bear 2s. 6d. stamp, 137. Notice for marriage without 
license to be suspended for twenty-one days in superin- 
tendent's office, 131. Notice for marriage by license not 
to be suspended in superintendent's office, 132. Not to 
be read or published before guardians, 128. Superinten- 
dent to file notice and enter it in marriage notice book, 
79, 130. Fee of Is, for entry of notice, 130. For mar- 
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KOTICE OF MARRIAGE— «on<»iMi«(2. 

riage without license if parties dwell in different districts 
mnst be given in both districts, 78. For marriage by 
license, may be g^ven in one district only, and length o£ 
residence of one party only necessary to be stated. 

132, 133. When marriage is to take place oat of dis- 
trict of both parties, 120, 123. Given in England 
when marriage is to take place by license in Ireland, 125. 
Given in Ireland for marriage wUhout license in England* 

133. Persons wilfully giving false notice, goilty of 
peijnry, 143. No marriage to be solemnized within 
twenty-one days of entry of notice, if without license, 83. 
If marriage not solemnized within three months, fresh 
notice required, 84. 

NOTICES. See Bubial, Le^fobmakts, Requisition, Vac- 

CIITATION. 

OATH (see Declaration). 

Authority for administering, 116. Solemn declaration now 
accepted under the Registration Acts in lieu of oath, 116. 

OCCUPIER. 

Definition of term, 39. A qualified informant of a birth or 
a death, 2, 9. 

OFFENCES AND PENALTIES (see also Bibths, Deaths, 

Mabbiaqbs, &c.). 

Every person who refuses, or fails without reasonable excuse 
to g^ve or send, any certificate in accordance with provi- 
sions of Births and Deaths Registration Acts liable to a 
penalty of £2, 35. Any person who wilfully makes fiilse 
answer to question of registrar, or wilfully gives him fidse 
information, liable to a penalty of £10 on summary con* 
viction, or to fine and imprisonment on conviction on 
indictment, 36. Any person who wilfully makes a false 
certificate or declaration under the Births and Deaths 
Registration Act, 1874, or forges or falsifies any such 
certificate or declaration, and utters the same, liable to a 
penalty of £10 on summary conviction, or to fine and 
imprisonment on conviction on indictment, 36. Any 
person who wilfully makes or uses a misrepresentation as 
to a child bom alive having been still-bom, or as to 
bodies in a coffin, liable to a penally of £10 on summary 
conviction, or to fine and imprisonment on conviction on 
indictment, 86. Any person making a false statement 
with intent to have the same entered in any register of 
births or deaths, liable to a penally of £10 on snmmaiy 
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convictioii, or to fine and imprisonment on oonyiction on 
indictment^ 36. 

Secovefy of Penalties t — 

Penalties under Births and Deaths Registration Acts 
recoverable on snmmary conviction before two justices 
as nnder Summary Jurisdiction Acts, 38. Penalties 
recovered to be paid into Her Majesty's Exchequer, 38. 
Where penalty exceeds £5 the person convicted may 
appeal to the court of general or quarter sessions, 71. 
Proceedings before sessions on appeal not to be quashed 
for want of form or be removable into superior court by 
certiorari, 72. 

OFFICES. 

Cleneral Register Office to be established, 49. 

District Setter Office : — 

Guardians to provide and uphold a register office in 
every union, 54. Guardians of unions under local Acts 
subject to same obligation of providing and upholding 
register offices as guardians of poor law unions, 26. Guar- 
dians to provide register office at expense of common 
fund, 27. Guardians may borrow money for providing 
register offices. 111. In the case of united unions the 
guardians of each union to contribute proportionally to 
cost of register office, 27. If guardians neglect to pro- 
vide register office, the Treasury may direct such provi- 
sion to be made. 111. Plans of register offices to be 
subject to Registrar General's approval, 27, 64. Super- 
intendent registrar to have care of register office, 64. 
Temporary register office may be appropriated by super- 
intendent, 27. Register office to be deemed to be within 
district though not locally situate therein, 108. Mar- 
riages may be solemnized in register office, 89. No reli- 
gious form to be used at marriages in register office* 
138. 

Megistra^s Crfflce : — 

Registrar and deputy registrar must have a known office 
within the sub-district for which they act, 22. Stations 
appointed imder Act of 1874 to be deemed to be registrars' 
offices, 22. Registrars and deputy re^strars must attend 
at their offices on days and hours approved by Registrar 
General, 23. Registrar's name, official designation, and 
hours of attendance must be conspicuously exhibited oat- 
jside his office, 23. 
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OFFICIATING MINISTER (see also Clbbot), 

On baptising child, to gvre certificate of baptismal name, 
8. On bnrial, if no registrar's certificate or coroner's 
order is delivered to bim be must give notice to 
registrar witbin seven days, 14 ; penalty for failure to 
g^ve sncb notice, 15. On bnrial, to receive from under- 
taker written notice wben a coffin contains more tban one 
body, 16. 

PABENT, 

A qualified informant of birtb, 2. 

PARISHES. 

Formation into temporary districts of paiisbes not under 
boards of guardians, 55. 

PAROCHIAL REGISTERS, 

First instituted in 1538, vii. Copies of, required to be sent 
to diocesan registrars in 1597, iz. Subsequent legislation 
concerning, ix — xii. 

PATRON OF CHURCH 

May appeal to archbishop against bishop's license of chapel, 
94. 

PENALTIES. See Offbitceb Aia> Penalties. 

PHARMACY ACT, 1868, 

Requires registrar of births and deaths to send to Pharma- 
ceutical Society, certified copy of entry of death of phar- 
maceutical chemist or chemist and druggist, 170. Phar- 
maceutical Society to pay registrar's fee for certificate, 
170. 

PLACES OF WORSHIP (CERTIFICATION OF), 

Amendment Act (1875), 155. Places of worship, not pre- 
viously registered may be certified as such to Registrar 
General tl^ugh superintendent registrar, 157. Form of 
certificate, 162. Certificate to be g^ven in duplicate to 
superintendent for transmission to Re^strar General, 
157. Registrar General to cause place of meeting so 
certified to be recorded in a book at General Register 
Office, 157. Places certified to Registrar General not to 
be registered in court of bishop or archdeacon or at 
quarter sessions, 157. Places already certified and 
registered (except under 15 & 16 Vict. c. 36) may be 
certified to Re^strar General, 158. Fee of 28. 6d. to 
be paid to superintendent registrar by person delivering 
to him the certificates for transmission, 158. Notice to 



Ind£X. 283 

PLACES OP WOESHIP (CERTIFICATION 0¥)—conUnued. 
be given to Begistrar General of every registered place 
of meeting for worship becoming disused as -such, 159. 
Form of notice of disuse^ 163. List of certified places 
of worship to be printed from time to time by Begistrar 
General, 159. Copy of such list to be sent to every 
superintendent registrar who must keep it open for 
inspection on payment to him of a fee of Is,, 160. 
Begistrar General to cause record of disused places to be 
cancelled, 160. Notice of such cancellation to be pub- 
lished in local newspaper and in London Gazette, 160. 
Places of worship certified to the Begistrar General 
exempt from operation of Charitable Trusts Acts (1853), 
160. Provisions of Act not to affect churches or chapels 
of Church of England, 161. Begistrar General to give, 
when required, certificate of place being duly registered 
for worship, 161. Fee of 2s. 6d. for such certificate, 161. 
Certificate to be evidence in court of law, 162. Proof of 
the certification of a building for worship not necessary 
to the validity of marriage solemnized in such building, 
86, 142, 162. 

PLACES FOB SOLEMNIZATION OP MABBIAGE. 

Church of JEngland : — 
As before the passing of the Marriage Act of 1836!, 76. 
Bishops may, under conditions, license chapels for marriage, 
91 — 94. Banns may be published in licensed chapel, 116. 
Words to be exhibited in licensed chapel showing that 
banns may be published and marriages solemnized therein, 
116. Marriages may take place in licensed chapel though 
only one of the parties resides in district, 116. Mar- 
riages solemnized in licensed chapel to be under same 
regulations as those in parish church, 94. Option to 
parties to be married at parish church instead of in 
licensed chapel, 95. License of chapel for marriages 
may be revoked, 95. No marriage may be solemnized in 
church or chapel without sanction of minister, 137. 

Seffistered Buildings : — 

Buildings certified as places of worship may be registered 
for solemnization of marriage (see Placbs of 
Wobshif), 85. Conditions of registration, 86. On dis- 
use of building as a place of worship, its registration for 
marriages to be cancelled, 87. Building substituted for 
one disused, if by same congregation, may be registered 
for marriage, 87. Marriage unlawful in disused building 
when its registration for marriage has been cancelled, 88. 
Marriage in registered building out of district in which 
parties reside, 139. No marriage to be solemnized in 
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tinued, 

registered bnilding without consent of minister or tms- 
tees, &c., 137. Proof of certification of building for 
worship not necessary to validity of marriage, 85, 142, 
162. 

Superintendent Seffistrar^s Office 
May be nsed for marriage, 89. 

Jews and Quakers: — 
As before the passing of Marriage Act of 1836 (see 
Jews, Qvaj:bbs), 77. 

Idsf of Places : — 
Registrars of dioceses to send annnally to Registrar Gene- 
ral a list of licensed chapels, 96. Registrar General to 
canse list of licensed chapels and registered bnildings, 
&c., to be printed and sent to every reg^trar and super- 
intendent registrar, 97. 

POLICE STATIONS. 

List of r^:i8trars of birth and deaths in each union to be 
kept at police stations, 23. 

POOR LAW COMMISSIONERS. See Local Govibk- 

HEITT BOABD. 

POST. 

Notices, requisitions, declarations, certificates, &c., relating 
to registration business, as required by Act of 1874, may 
be sent by post, 37. 

PRINT WORKS ACT, 

Birth certificates for purposes of, 167. 

PROOF. See Etidehcb. 

PROSECUTIONS. 

Superintendent registrar empowered to prosecute persona 
guilty of any ofience under Registration Acts, 20. Costs 
of such prosecution, not otherwise provided for, to be 
borne by Exchequer, 21. Prosecution on indictment for 
any offence under Births and Deaths Registration Act, 
1874, must be commenced within three years after the 
commission of the offence, 39. Prosecution for offences 
under the Marriage Acts must be commenced within 
three years after commission of offence, 99. 
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PUBLICATION 

Of union of districts to be made in Loindon Gazette and in 
local newspaper, 107. Of division of districts to be made 
in London Gazette, 107. Division of union or parish 
into sub-districts to be published as Registrar General 
may direct, 52. Removal b j Local Government Board of 
any officer of guardians holding office under Registra- 
tion Acts, or of registrar or superintendent registeur by 
Registrar General, to be advertised in county newspaper, 
53. Superintendent registrar to advertise notice of 
registry of building for marriage in county newspaper 
and London Gazette, 86 ; also the cancelling of registry 
and substitution of another building, 87. Registrar of 
diocese to advertise revocation of bishop's hcense in 
county newspaper and Loihdon Gazette, 95. 

PUBLIC INSTITUTION. 

Registrar not entitled to a fee if required to register a 
birth or death at a public institution, 12. Means a 
prison, lock-up, workhouse, lunatic asylum, hospital, and 
any prescribed public or diaritable institution, 39. The 
governor, keeper, master, matron, superintendent, or 
other chief resident officer of a public institution is the 
"occupier" for the purposes of Act of 1874, 39, 

QUAKERS 

Mav contract marriage according to their usages, provided 
tnat notice shall have been given to the superintendent 
registrar, and that the superintendent registrar's certi- 
ficate or license shall have issued, 77, 145. Recording 
clerk to certify from time to time to Registrar General 
the registering officers of the society, 61. Registrar 
General to furnish marriage reg^ter books and forms to 
registering officeiis, 61. Registering officer to register 
marriages in duplicate, 62. Registering officer empowered 
to ask of parties married, particulars to be registered, 68. 
Registering officer to satisfy himself before registry 
that proceedings have been conformable to usages of 
Quakers, 63. 

QUALIFICATIONS. 

General rules prescribing qualifications of reg^tration 
officers, 182. 

RECOVERY OF PENALTIES. See Oppbnceb aot) Penalties. 

RECTOR. See MnasTEB. 



286 Index. 

REGISTER BOOKS. 

Register books of births* deaths, and marriages to be pro- 
vided by Registrar Cleneral, 58. 

MelaHng to Marriage : — 

Supply for use of clergy, 61 ; for use of re^stration officers, 
80, 90; for Tise of Qoakers, 61 ; for use of Jews, 61, 146. 
Book for registering boildings for marriages to be kept by 
Registrar General, 86. Book for entei*ing buildings reg^ 
tered for marriages to be supplied to superintendent r^is- 
trar, 86. Duplicate marriage register books, when filled by 
clergy, by registering officers of Quakers, and by secretaries 
of synagogues, to be delivered to superintendent regis* 
trar, 65, 146. Marriage register books, when filled by 
reg^trars, to be deliver^ to superintendent, 90. Super- 
intendent registrar to have custody of filled marriage 
reg^ter books, delivered by clergy, &4i,, and by regis- 
trars, 65, 91. Marriage reg^ters kept in licensed chapel 
to be transferred to minister of parish church on revo- 
cation of license to marry in such chapel, 95. 

delating to Births and Deaths : — 

Supply for use of registration officers, 59. Register books 
of births and deaths to be kept by registrars until filled* 
and then delivered to superintendent registrars, 64. Super- 
intendent to have custody of all filled reg^ister books of 
births and deaths, 64. Entries in registers of births or 
deaths not to be valid as evidence, unless made in accord- 
ance with reg^ations, 33. 

On change of office, all register books to be transferred to 
the successor, 57, 100. Proceedings to be taken in case of 
refusal to deliver up register books on change of office, 
67. Penalty for loss of or injury to reg^ter books, 28, 69. 
Duplicate registers exempt fh)m stamp duty, 56. Indexes 
to registers (see Indexes). Certified copies of registers 
(see Cebtipied Copies). Searches in registers and certi- 
fied copies (see Searches). Correction of errors in 
registers (see Ebbobs). Safe custody of register books 
(see FiBB Pboop Refositobies and Ibon Boxes). 

REGISTERED BUILDINGS FOR MARRIAGE.— See Places 
FOB Solemnization op Mabbiaqe. 

REGISTER OFFICES.— See Oppices. 

REGISTRAR 

Cf Births and Deaths 
To be appointed for each sub-district by guardians, 52. 
Must possess qualifications prescribed by Registrar Gene- 
ral, 52. General rule prescribing qualifications, 184. 
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If not appointed by guardians within fourteen days, the 
appointment lapses to Registrar General, 109. Case of 
appointment vested in a select vestry, 55 (»). Holds 
office during pleasure of Reg^trar General, 52. On 
removal from office must deliver up re^ster box, books, 
documents, &c., to his successor, 57. On refusal to deliver 
up register box, books, &c., proceedings to be taken, 57. 

Must have residence or office within his sub-district, 22. 
May be required by Re^trar General to appoint stations 
for registration purposes within or contiguous to his sub- 
district, 22. Must attend at his residence or office, and 
at appointed stations, on days and hours approved by 
Re^trar General, 23. Instructional circulars to regis- 
trars as to attendances at office and stations, 178. Must 
exhibit bis name, official designation, and hours of 
attendance conspicuously outside his residence or office, 23. 

Entitled to compensation if prejudicially affected by 
alteration of sub-districts, 19. 

Must appoint a deputy, subject to removal by Registrar 
General, 21. Is held civilly responsible for acts or omis- 
sions of his deputy, 21. On vacation of office his deputy to 
be interim registrar, 22. When there is no interim regis- 
trar, the superintendent registrar may be required by 
Registrar General to appoint one, 22. 

To make out quarterly accounts of births and deaths 
registered for verification by superintendent, QQ, En- 
titled to receive certain fees on production of verified 
quarterly account to guardians, 60. Must deliver quarterly 
to superintendent registrar certified copies of entries of 
births and deaths, 63. Must certify the fact if no birth or 
death is registered, 64. To collect from clergy, &c., quarterly 
certified copies of marriage registers, and to deliver them 
to superintendent, 115. Must keep register books till 
filled, and then ddiver them to superintendent registrar, 
64. 

May be called upon to attest notices of marriage, 129. 
As to exemption from serving in any parochial or corpo- 
rate office, 110. To supply returns of deaths when required 
by sanitary authority, 24. Entitled to fees for supplying 
returns to sanitary authority, 24. 

On receipt of prescribed requisition to issue certified copies of 
birth entries for educational purposes, 25. Must, on de- 
mand of informant, when^registering a birth, give a certifi- 
cate that birth has been registered, 25. To send certified 
copy of entry of death of medical practitioner to Registrar 
of General Medical Council, 169. To send certified copy 
of entry of death of chemist or druggist to Pharmaceutical 
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Society, 170. To give certified copy of any register 
in hiB po flooooi on, on payment of fee, 66. Bemnne- 
ratioQ of registrars (see also FsBS), 25. Fees recorer- 
able as a debt^ 23. May refuse compliance with appli- 
cation until lus fee is paid, 23. 
Penalfy for reftising or omitting to r^^ster birth or death, 

27. Penalty for loss of or injury to register books, 28. 
Correction of errors (see Ebsobs). May send notices, 
certificates, &c., by post, 37. Beferenoe made in Act 
of 1874 to registrar to be ordinarily deemed to be 
made to the registrar of the sub-district in which birth or 
death takes place, 4L. List of registrars in each union to 
be kept at workhouses and police stations, 23. 

Of Marriages 
To be appointed by 8ux>erintendent re^strar, 85. May be 
appointed by Registrar General, 141. Appointment of, to 
be subject to Begistrar General's approval, 141. QnaUfi- 
cations of, prescribed by Registrar General, 85, 141. 
General rule prescribing qualifications, 185. May appoint 
a deputy, 141. To be present at marriages in registered 
buildings, and in superintendent registrar's office, 88, 89. 
To reg^ter marriages solemnized before him in marriage 
register book, 90. To deliver quarterly to superintendent 
reg^trar certified copies of marriage registers, 90. To 
certify the fact if no marriage is registered, 91. To 
deliver register book when filled to superintendent re^- 
trar, 91. To g^ve certified copy of any register in his 
possession on payment of fee, 66. 

REGISTRAR GENERAL, 

Appointment of, 49. Salary, 60, 154. May appoint an 
assistant to act for him in certain cases, 109. To cause a 
seal of General Register Office to be made, 68. May, with 
sanction of Local Government Board, make regulations 
for management of General Register Office, and for the 
duties of registration officers^ 50. 

May unite unions into one district, 105. May divide 
union into two or more districts, 107. His powers to 
unite or divide districts wluch are poor law unions, 
extended to all districts, 20. Divisions of unions or 
parishes into sub-districts to be submitted to him ^ for 
approval, 52. May, with sanction of Local Govern- 
ment Board, alter constitution of sub-districts, 19. 
Flans of register offices to be submitted for his approval, 
54. Ihrovision of fireproof repositories or iron boxes for 
register offices, to be made on plan approved by him, 27. 

May, by general rule, declare qualifications for reg^stears 



Index. 289 

BEGISTRAK QEKEUAL^continued. 

of marriages, births, and deaths, and for saperintenr 
dent reg^trars, 62, 85. General rules respecting 
qualifications of re^tration officers, 182. To de- 
clare by which bourd of gpiardians, superintendent 
r^^trar of united districts shall be appointed, 106. 
May appoint superintendent registrars for temporary 
districts, 55. Appointments of reg^rars of marriages to 
be subject to his approval, 141. May himself appoint 
registrars of marriages, 141. May limit the number of 
registrars of marriages, 112. May require superintendent 
to appoint interim registrar, 22. Appointments of regis- 
trars and superintendent registrars to be held during his 
pleasure, 53. Power to remove deputies, 21. May re- 
quire registrars of births and deaths to appoint stations 
for registration, 22. Locality of stations for r3gistration 
and times of registrar's attendance thereat, subject to his 
approval, 23. 

To cause to be printed register books for births, deaths, 
and marriages, 58. To supply birth and death 
register books and forms for certified copies, 58. To 
supply marriage register books and forms, 61, 79, 80, 
90. To supply superintendent registrar with book for 
entering registered buildings for marriage, 86. To supply 
forms for indexes to superintendents, 26. To supply 
registrars of births and deaths with vaccination forms, 
166. To furnish iron boxes for use of re^trars, 57. 

To keep register of buildings for marriage, 86. To keep 
marine register book, 32. To keep certified copies of regis- 
ters in General Begister Office, 66. To cause indexes of all 
certified copies at General Begister Office to be made, to 
permit searches thereof, and to g^ve sealed certified copies 
of entries on payment of fees, 67, 68. To keep book for 
recording certifi^ places of worship, to allow searches to 
be made therein, and to g^ve sealed certificate of entry, 
157, 161. To account to Treasury for fees received, 68. 
To send an annual abstract of number of marriages, 
births, and deaths registered, to Local Gk)vemment Board 
for presentation to Parliament, 51. To cause to be printed 
annually a complete list of all licensed chapels and 
registered buildings for marriages, and to send copies of 
list to registrars and supeidntendents, 97. Documents 
for him may be sent by post, 37. 

Power to authorize registration of birth or death after twelve 
months, 5, 12. Power to direct insertion of place of birth 
or death, in register, 105. Power to alter forms in 
schedules to Acts, to prescribe new forms, and to make 
regulations, subject to approval of Local (Government 
Board, 37. 
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REGISTRAR GENERAL OF SHIPPING AND SEAMEN 
To reoeiTe from comnumding officers of ships, retams of 
births and deaths at sea, and to forward certified copies 
of them to Refpstrar General, 90. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS, AND MARRIAGES. 

CMl reg^istration decreed by P^liament nnder the Protec- 
torate in 1653, bat abandoned after the Restoration, x. 
Select Committee of House of Gonmions npon, in 1833, 
xiT. Report of committee, xr. The first Registration 
Acts (1836), xtL Central and local organization, xvii. ' 
Amendments of Marriage Act of 1836^ xriiL Volnntaiy 
fliystem of birth and death r^;istralion9 xix. Births and 
Deaths Registration Act of 1874^ xzL The new system, 
compulsory, xxL Synopsis of new provisionfl^ zxL 

REGULATIONS 

For management of General Register Office and for duties 
of registration officers may be made by Registrar General 
with approval of Local Gfovemment Board, 50. Qualifi- 
cations of r^istration officers may be prescribed by 
Registrar General in a general rule, 52, 85. Local 
Government Board and Reg^rar General empowered by 
order to make regulations for prescrilnng any matters 
authorized by Act of 1874 to be prescribed, and to revoke 
and alter such regulations, 37. Orders so made to be 
published in London Gazette and laid before Pftiliament, 
88. Regulations so made to have, while in force;, same 
effect as if enacted in Act of 1874, 38. The term " pre- 
scribed" to mean prescribed by r^g^ulations made in pur- 
suance of section 5 of principal Act or of Act of 1874, 40. 

RELATIVE 

Includes a relative by marriage, 40. 

RELIGIOUS CEREMONY 

Not to be used at marriage in register office, but may be 
afterwards added in church, chapel, or registered build- 
ing, 138. 

REMOVAL OF OFFICERS. See Dismissal. 

REQUISITION. 

Registrar may issue requisition to birth and death in- 
formants to attend at his office or at district register 
office when they have failed to give information, 2, 4^ 11. 
Forms of requisition, 186, 191. 
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BESIDENCE (see also Distbict), 

Of one of the parties to a marriage must have been in the 
district in which notice is gpiven for seven or fifteen days 
prior to giving notice, according as the marriage is to be 
without or by license, 128. In Ireland of one of the 
parties, 133. In Scotland of one of the parties, 135. 
Of parties within district stated in notice, not necessary 
to be proved after marriage, 142. 

EIGHTS, EXISTING, 

To grant special or other licenses for marriage, on part of 
Archbishop of Canterbury, or surrogates, not affectied, 77. 
Of officiating ministers to receive fees for performance 
or registration of baptisms, burials, or marriages, not 
affected, 72. 

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPEL. 

Any bmlding used exclusively as a Roman Catholic chapel 
n>r one year, may be registered for celebration of marriages, 
117. 

RTJBRICK, 

Rules prescribed by, for marriaged, to continue to be 
observed, 76. 

RULES. See RsauLATioirs. 

SALARIES 

Of Registrar General, 60, 154. Of officers, clerks, &c., of 
General Register Office, 50. 

SANITARY AUTHORITIES 

May call upon registrars to furnish returns of deaths, and 
may supply forms for that purpose, 24. Registrars 
entitled to fees from sanitary authorities for making such 
returns, 24. 

SCHEDULES 

(y6&7>ra/.4,(?. 86:— 
(A). Register of births, 73. (B). Register of deaths, 73. 
(C). Register of marriages, 74. (D). Registrar's certifi- 
cate of copies of entries in registers of births and 
deaths, 75. 

Qf6&7F'«;.4,c.85:— 
(D). Registrar's certificate of true copies of regbters of 
marriage, 101. 

Cy3&4rKrf.c?.72:— 
Notice of marriage in reg^tered building out of district, 123. 

M 
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SCBEDXTLES-^eoiUiiHied. 
Cf 19 & 20 Vict, c, 81 :— 
(A). Form for certifying bmlding as a place of worship, 162. 
(B). Form for certifying disuse of boildiog as a place of 
worship, 163. 

Of 19 & 20 Fic^. c. 119 :— 
(A). Notice of marriage, 148. (B). Superintendent regis- 
trar's certificate for marriage, 150. (C). Superintendent 
registrar's license for marriage, 151. 

Of 37 & 38 F»c^.c. 88:— 
(1.) Form certifj^g name given in baptism, 43 ; form certi- 
fying name g^ven not in baptism, 43. (2.) Fees to regis- 
trars and superintendent reg^istrars, 44. (3.) Births and 
Deaths Be^stration Acts, A&, (4.) Particulars required to 
be registered by captain of a ship concerning a birth or 
death at sea, 45. (5.) Acts replied by Act of 1874, 46. 
Schedules to princii»l Act and Act of 1874 may be 
altered, 38. 

SCHOOL BOARDS 

May issue requisition for certificate of birth of a child, if it 
be required for public educational purposes, 24. 

SCOTLAND. 

Betums of births and deaths at sea, of persons of Scotch 
nationality, to be sent to Registrar General of Scotland 
by Registrar General of Shipping and Seamen, and by 
commanding officers of Her Majesty's ships, 31. Certifi- 
cate of proclamation of banns in Scotland as to party 
resident there, to be equivalent to superintendent regis- 
trar's certificate, 135. 

SEA, REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS AND DEATHS AT. 

Provisions of Act relating to alteration or insertion of name 
after registration of birth to apply to the case of births 
at sea, 8. Commanding officers (^ British ships not in 
Her Majesty's service to record particulars of births and 
deaths on board, and on arrival in ports of United King- 
dom to make returns of such births and deaths to Regis- 
trar General of Shipping and Seamen, 30. Foreign 
vessels trading between ports of United Kingdom to be 
subject to same obligation, 30. Provision for collection 
of birth and death returns from ships in ports out of the 
United Kingdom, 31. Particulars required to be regis- 
tered by captnin of a ship concerning a birth or death at 
sea, 45. Certified copies of returns of births and 
deaths at sea relating to persons of Scotch or 
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SEA, REGISTRATION OP BIRTHS AND DEATHS AT— 
amtinued, 

Irish n^^tionality to be sent by Registrar General of 
Shipping and Seamen to the Registrars General of Scot- 
land and Ireland respectively, 31. Registrar General of 
England to receive certified copies of all returns of births 
and deaths at sea, other than those sent to Scotland and 
Ireland, 32. Commanding officers of Her Majesty's ships 
to make retoms of births and deaths occurring on board, 
direct to the Registrars General of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland respectively, 32. Certified copies of returns of 
births and deaths at sea to be kept in marine register 
book, 32. Penalty on commanding officers of ships for 
non-compliance with Act of 1874, 33. 

SEAL. 

Registrar General to cause to be made a seal of General 
Register Office ; all certified copies of registers given at 
the office to be stamped therewith ; no certified copy to 
be evidence!, unless so sealed, 68. 

SEARCHES IN REGISTERS. 

Every minister, reg^rar, &c., having custody of registers 
to allow searches at all reasonable times, 66. Indexes to 
be open for search in General Register Office, 67. Public 
entitied, at reasonable hours, to search indexes, 26. 
"General search" to mean a search during any number 
of successive hours, not exceeding six, without stating 
object of search, 37. "Particular search" to mean a 
search over any period not exceeding five years for any 
g^ven entry, 37. Fees for searches (see Fees). 

SECRETARY OF STATE. See Local GoTEBNicEirr Boabd. 

SECURITY. See Bond. 

SHIPS, COMMANDING OFFICERS OF. See Sea, &c. 

STAMP DUTIES, 

Appointments of registrars, deputy re^strars, and superin- 
tendent registrars exempt from, 56. Stamp Act (1870), 
176. Duty on marriage license and declaration, 177. 
Duty on certified copy, 177. Registration documents 
which are exempt from duty, 177. 

STATIONS FOR REGISTRATION. 

Registrar must, at request of Registrar (General, appoint 
within, or contiguous to his sub^istrict, a station or 
stations for registration purposes, 22. Registrar and 
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STATIONS FOB BEGISTBATION— coii^mmuxI. 

depaty registrar must attend at statioiis on days and hours 
approved by Registrar General, 23. Instmctional drcolar 
to re^strars as to attendance at stations and office^ 178. 

STILL-BOEN. 

Burial with wilful knowledge, of deceased child as still-bom 
prohibited, 15. Burial of still-bom children prohibited in 
burial ground, except on production of medical or other 
evidence of fact of stiQ-birth, or of coroner's order, 15. 
Body of still-bom child not to be buried in coffin with 
another body without notice to person officiating at burial, 
16. Penal^ for representii^ child bom alive to have 
been still-bom, 36. 

SUB-DISTRICTS, 

Formation of, 61. De&ult of g^uardians to form sub-dis- 
tricts, 108. Constitution of sub-districts may be altered 
by Registrar General, 19. Notification of alterations in. 
sub-districts to be published for local information, 20. 
Registrar must have residence or office within his sub- 
district, 22. Stations for registration within sub-dis- 
tricts, 22. 

SUMBiARY CONVICTION. See Offebtciis. 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION ACTS, 
Definition of term, 40. 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION, COURT OF, 
Definition of term, 40. 

SUPERANNUATION 

Of registration officers, 19 (»), 175 (»). Superannuation of 
Union Officers Act (1864), 174. 

SUPERINTENDENT REGISTRAR. 

General rule prescribing qualifications for the office, 182. 
Clerk to guardians, if he possess due qualifications, may 
be the superintendent registrar of births and deaths, 53. 
If he refuse or be disqualified, guardians may appoint 
another, 53. Appointment of superintendent of united 
districts, 106. Appointment of superintendent of divided 
districts, 107. If guardians do not appoint superinten- 
dent within fourteen days, appointment lapses to Regis- 
strar General, 109. To be appointed to temporary- 
districts by Registrar General, 55. Superintendent regis- 
trar of births and deaths to be superintendent registrar 
of marriages, 77. To hold office during pleasure of Regis- 
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SUPERINTENDENT REQIBTRAR— continued. 

trar General, 53. To give security to Be^trar General 
in bond for £100, 82. Must appoint a deputy, subject to 
removal by Registrar General, 21. Is held civilly respon- 
sible for acts or omissions of his deputy, 21. On vacation 
of office his deputy to be interim superintendent, 22. May 
be required by Registrar G^eral to appoint interim 
registrar, 22. 
His office to be deemed to be within district though not 
locally situate therein, 108. To have care of the register 
office and the registers, 54. To appropriate a fit room 
to be used as a temporary register office pending the 
provision of a roister office by the guardians, 27. To 
keep the registers of births and deaths delivered to him 
when filled by the registrars, 64. To keep the marriage 
registers delivered to him by ministers, registering officers 
and secretaries of synagogues through the registrars, 

65, 115. To pay clergy 6d, for every entry in their certi- 
fied copies of marriages, 114. To be repaid by guar- 
dians, the amounts paid to clergy for certified copies, 
114. To keep the marriage registers delivered to him 
by the re^strars, 91. 

To receive and to forward to Registrar General certificates 
from householders for registration of building for marriage, 
86. To enter date of registry of building in a book, to 
give certificate on parchment or vellum of re^tiy of 
building, and to advertise it in county newspaper^ and 
London Gazette, 86. On removal of congregation to 
another building, to intimate same to Registrar General, 
and to enter date of cancellation and substitution in a book, 
and publish as before, 87. 

To verify and sign reg^trar's quarterly accounts i'of 
births and deaths registered, 61. To verify quarterly 
certified copies by registrars of births, deaths, and mar- 
riages, and to certify accordingly, 91. To send quarterly 
to Registrar General, on days to be fixed by him, all the 
certified copies of registers, 65. If copy of any part of 
a book be deficient, to endeavour to remedy the defect, 

66. To make out quarterly an account of number of 
entries in certified copies, and then to be entitled to fees 
(see Fees), 66. 

To cause indexes of register books in his office to be made, 
26. Forms of indexes will be suppUed by Registrar 
General, 26. All indexes to be kept as official records, 
and to be handed over to successor on vacation of 
office, 26. To g^ve facilities for search of indexes, and 
to issue certified copies of entries in register books, 26. 

Penalty for loss of or injury to register l^ks, 28. Enti- 
tled to compensation if prejudicially affected by alteration 
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of districts, 19. Empowered to prosecute persons guilty 
of any offence under Be^tration Acts committed within 
his district, 20. Costs of prosecution, not otherwise 
provided for, to be borne by Exchequer, 21. Fees recover- 
able as a debt, (see Fees), 23. May refuse compliance 
with application made to him under Act of 1874 until 
his fee is paid, 23. 
On removal or retirement from office, to deliver up all 
official documents, &c., to his successor; proceedings in 
case of his refusal to do so, 57. Correction of errors in 
registers or copies (see Ebbobs). Reference made in 
Births and Deaths Registration Acts, 1874» to " superin- 
tendent registrar," to be ordinarily deemed to be made 
to the superintendent of district in which birth or death 
takes place, 41. 

Sis duties in relation to Marriage : — 

To be present at all marriages solemnized in his office, 89. 
May appoint registrars of marriages subject to approval 
of Registrar General, 85^ 141. To receive notices of 
intended marriages, 78. To attest notice of marriage, 
129. To file notices and enter them in " Marriage Notice 
Book," 78, 130. To issue certificate for marriage without^ 
or by license, in due course, 131, 135. May grant licenses 
for marriage in registered building or in his office, 81, 
136. May issue certificate or license for marriage out of 
district in which parties reside, 121, 139. May issue 
certificate or license for marriage of Quakers ana Jewa^ 
77, 145. May issue certificate for marriage by license in 
Ireland, 125. Unduly issuing any certificate or license 
or unduly registering or solemnizing marriage, to be 
guilty of felony, 98, 103. Reference in 6 & 7 Will. 4, 
caps. 85 and 86 to " registrar " in relation to marriage 
notice and certificate, to be construed as referring to 
superintendent registrar, 108. 

TREASURY 

To appcnnt officers, clerks, &c, to General Register Office, 50. 
To fix salaries of ^e^strar General, and of officers, 
clerks, &c., of General Register Office, 50. May direct 
provision of regbter offices on default of guardians. 111. 

UNDERTAKER. See Bttbial. 

UNIONS. See also Distbiots. 

Provisions of 7 Will. 4, and 1 Vict. c. 22, ss. 10 and 11, 
relating to uniting or dividing poor law unions, extended 
to all unions, 20. List of registrars of births and 
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deaths in each union, with their residences, to he kept 
at union workhouse, 23. Guardians of unions under 
local Acts to be subject to same obligation to provide 
register offices as guardians of poor law unions, 26. In 
the case of united unions the guardians of each union 
to contribute proportionally to &e cost of renter office, 
27. The term ** union " means any union or incorporation 
of parishes under any general or local Act, and includes 
any single parish having guardians under any such Act, 
40. 

VACCINATION 

Amendment Act of 187l» 165. Vaccination officer to per- 
form duties imposed by principal Act on registrar of 
births and deaths, except that, on re^tering a birth the 
registrar must give notice of requirement of vaccination 
(as before), 165. Registrar required to keep a minute 
showing date of notice and to whom given, 165. Vacci- 
nation officer to account to guardians for all fees, 165. 
Registrar to transmit once a month to vaccination officer 
return of births and of deaths of infants registered, 165. 
Registrar entitled to a fee of 2d. for every birth and 
death entered in monthly return and Ic^. for every notice 
of requirement of vaccination given on registration of 
birth, 166. Guardians to pay the said fees to registrar, 
166. Returns to vaccination officer to be made according 
to form prescribed by Registrar General, 166. Forms 
of notice and return to be supplied by Registrar General 
to registrars, 166. 

VICAR. See Clebgy. 

WALES. 

Provision for marriages in Welsh tongue, 112. 

WITNESSES. 

Two or more to be present at marriages in registered build- 
ings and in register offices, 88, 89. To attest entry of 
marriage in register, 90. 

WORKHOUSE. 

List of registrars of births and deaths in each union to be 
kept at union workhouse, 23. 
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